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LAWS ABOUT
INDENTURED SERVANTS

Exodus 21:1-11



“We should be careful to avoid two mistakes with this
section: (1) throwing these laws out completely, thinking
theyJduave nothineto teach™mirs™or (1)-urging our ¢l
adopt them as they are. We should see both continuity
gintdmdiscontlinulty here. Wesatecunoiamihiicioicnatchastomsvie
need to be careful not to make a one-to-one correlation.
ATeigcRsEne il nilc R EioisRanaiRacter 1s revealed 1n His
law, and this makes these laws relevant. We should seek
to learn what these laws mean, then make responsible,
Christ-centered, new covenant application.”

Tony Merida



“Now these are the rules that vou shall set before
them. When vou buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six
vears, and 1n the seventh he shall go out free, for
nothing. If he comes 1in single, he shall go out single;
1f“he eomes 1n marriedsthenshes wilfe shall go out with
him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him
sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be
n¥ehigmnta sit e oS anude hessiinealiistomonrt alone. But 1f the
slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free,” then his master shall
bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door
or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

VV. 1-6



And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking,
“Is 1t lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?” He
ARl RARET € (PP E Q001 N oeERRadet h a 'l e awhio Creamredssiitenm. Lromnm
the beginning made them male and female, and said,
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?”
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God
h a S"Ytulbulete MRoictemileems e oisnErnEsieparate . They saild 4o
him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate
of divorce and to send her away?” He said to them,
“Because of vyour hardness of heart Moses allowed vou to
divorce vour wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”

Matthew 19:3-8



“Now these are the rules that vou shall set before
them. When vou buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six
vears, and 1n the seventh he shall go out free, for
nothing. If he comes 1in single, he shall go out single;
1f“he eomes 1n marriedsthenshes wilfe shall go out with
him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him
sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be
n¥ehigmnta sit e oS anude hessiinealiistomonrt alone. But 1f the
slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free,” then his master shall
bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door
or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

VV. 1-6



“Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone
found in possession of him, shall be put to death.”

Exodus 21:16



“Now these are the rules that vou shall set before
them. When vou buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six
vears, and 1n the seventh he shall go out free, for
nothing. If he comes 1in single, he shall go out single;
1f“he eomes 1n marriedsthenshes wilfe shall go out with
him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him
sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be
n¥ehigmnta sit e oS anude hessiinealiistomonrt alone. But 1f the
slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free,” then his master shall
bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door
or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

VV. 1-6



“If vyour brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman,
EsTstokdnionmon, e s haddes e v e VO STX V@RS, and 1n
the secqemih Velarey ol sikalihel T 20 ree |rom: vious
And when vou let him go free from vou, vou shall
n®™=let him go empty-handed. You shall furnish
him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing
floor, and out of vyour winepress. As the LORD
vour God has blessed vou, vou shall give to him.
You shall remember that vou were a slave 1In
the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed
vou; therefore I command you this today.”

Deuteronomy 15:12-15



“Now these are the rules that vou shall set before
them. When vou buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six
vears, and 1n the seventh he shall go out free, for
nothing. If he comes 1in single, he shall go out single;
1f“he eomes 1n marriedsthenshes wilfe shall go out with
him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him
sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be
n¥ehigmnta sit e oS anude hessiinealiistomonrt alone. But 1f the
slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free,” then his master shall
bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door
or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

VV. 1-6



When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not
g0 out as the male slaves do. If she does not please her
master, who has designated her for himself, then he shall
let herybe redeemed. He shaTl have no right fonsiciimhichmsnm
a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her. If
he designates her for his son, he shall deal with her as
w 1 | NegcitriEaiie s s icMifatiseissapntoihte Wil ke tor himsell, e
shall not diminish her food, her clothing, or her marital
rights. And 1f he does not do these three things for her,
she shall go out for nothing, without payvyment of money.

VV 7-11



“Critics sometimes say that the Bible has a negative attitude
about women. Even some Christians secretly suspect that
they ought to be embarrassed about the Old Testament
attitude toward women, or that it is hard to defend God
against the charge of chauvinism. But the truth i1s that God
has always loved his daughters. If the Biblical preaching
aboutl men and women challenges our preconceptions, it is
e daisie our own thinkingansidatshifaidiEcidimosasshiieiRhiEssEssfEie
ghilchac T vo.n e and in evervaciBiifttess Gen der relatiomn s hips
always need to be transformed by the life-changing power of
God’s Word, so we should expect that some of our attitudes
about what it means to be male and female need to be
changed. But we should never doubt the goodness of God,
who loves his daughters as much as his sons and has always
given them the care and protection they need to flourish.”

Philip Ryken



Jesws apnpswered them, “Truly truly, I say to you eicHRmmie
who practices sin i1s a slave to sin. The slave does
folEenialn 1n the house fioreyverilte Son remains [O0Tever:
S O He=ES i sielnsEvEnhRisRciessRa it ie free 1ndeed.;
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Butsil the slave plainly ' sayssesd®ove my master, my wile;
and my children; I will not go out free,” then his master
shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the
diojoimei e doorpost. AndehsSmiaster shall biore his eads
through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

VV 5-06



In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted,
but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt offering and sin offering
vou have not required.
iBitein. 1 said, “Behold. I laviescoine
BrissiAltcis e ol oS esRhte ool i war bt en ol me:
[ delight to do your will, O my God;
yvour law i1s within my heart.”

Psalm 40:6-8



“To belong only to God is to enjoy true freedom.
That man i1s truly free...who 1s entirely God’s.”

Ambrose
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