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BITTER WATER MADE SWEET

Exodus 15:22-27



Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red
Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur.
They went three dayvs 1n the wilderness and
found no water. When they came to Marah, they
could not drink the water of Marah because
it was bitter; therefore 1t was named Marah.

VV 22-23



So the two of them went on until they came to
Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the
whole town was stirred because of them. And the

women said, “Is this Naomi?” She said to them, “Do
not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty
has dealt very bitterly with me. I went away full,
and the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call
me Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me
and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?”

Ruth 1:19-21



Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red
Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur.
They went three dayvs 1n the wilderness and
found no water. When they came to Marah, they
could not drink the water of Marah because
it was bitter; therefore 1t was named Marah.

VV 22-23



And the people grumbled against Moses,
saving, “What shall we drink?”

VS 24



“God might have given them sweet water to drink
at first, but He wished by the bitter to make prominent
the bitterness which lurked in their hearts.”

John Calvin



And he cried to the LORD, and the LORD
showed him a log, and he threw 1t 1nto
the water, and the water became sweet.

VS 25



There the LORD made for them a statute and a
rule, and there he tested them, saying, “If you will
diligently listen to the voice of the LORD vour God,
and do that which 1s right in his eyes, and give ear

to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of the diseases on you that I put on
the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, vour healer.”

VV 25-26



Then they came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm
trees, and they encamped there by the water.

VS 27



We must not put Christ to the test, as some ol them
did and were destroved by serpents, nor grumble,
as some ol them did and were destroved by the
Destrover. Now these things happened to them as
an example, but they were written down for our
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

1 Corinthians 10:9-11



Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet
trials of various kinds, for you know that the
testing of vour faith produces steadfastness. And
let steadfastness have 1ts full effect, that yvou
mav be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 1:2-4



In this you rejoice, though now for a little while,
if necessary, vou have been grieved by various trials,
so that the tested genuineness of vyour faith — more
precious than gold that perishes though it 1s tested
by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:6-7



“We say that we believe that God 1s our Father, but as
long as we remain untested on the point our belief falls
short of steady conviction. But suppose the day comes —

as 1t does and will — when circumstances seem to mock our
creed, when the cruelty of life denies his fatherliness, his
silence calls into question his almightiness and the sheer,
haphazard, meaningless jumble of events challenges
the possibility of a Creator’s ordering hand. It 1s 1n this
way that life’s trials test our faith for genuineness.”

J. Alec Motyer



Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ve so much dread,

Are bi1g with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on vour head.

His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

William Cowper
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