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JETHRO'S ADVICE

Exodus 18:1-27



Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law,
heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel
hias™preaple, Low thenlB@GEEEbDLhad brought TSkttt vo i
Egypt. Now Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had taken
Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her home, along
with her two sons. The name of the one was Gershom (for
fesEabitd 1 have been a sojollEnerin a foreign land™), ang
the name of the other, Eliezer (for he said, “The God of
my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword
of Pharaoh”). Jethro, Moses’ father-in law, came with
his sons and his wife to Moses I1n the wilderness where
he was encamped at the mountain of God.
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And when he sent word to Moses, “I, your father-in-
law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her
two sons with her,” Moses went out to meet his father-
in-law and bowed down and kissed him. And they asked
Ehlclidoiihler o1 theilr welfiatEcltintci acanisusinRtcE N
Then Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD
had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s
sake, all the hardship that had come upon them 1n
the way, and how the LORD had delivered them.
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And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the LORD had
done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the
hand of the Egyptians. Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD,
who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians
and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the
people from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know
that the LORD 1s greater than all gods, because 1n this
affair they dealt arrogantly with the people.” And Jethro,
Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and
sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of
Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.
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The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the
people stood around Moses from morning till evening.
When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for
the people, he said, “What is this that vou are doing for
the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand
around you from morning till evening?” And Moses said
t 0 IITrsEiEasite e T anv s Biecanisertite pieople come to 1 e /o
inquire of God; when they have a dispute, they come to
me and I decide between one person and another, and
[l make them know the statutes of God and his laws.
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Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What vou are doing is not
g00d. You and the people with you will certainly wear vourselves
out, for the thing i1s too heavy for vou. You are not able to do 1t

alone. Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be
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their cases to God, and you shallwarn-them about the statutes

and the laws, and make them know the way in which they must
walk and what they must do. Moreover, look for able men from
all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate
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judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall
bring to vyou, but any small matter they shall decide themselves.
So it will be easier for vou, and they will bear the burden with

vou. If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to
endure, and all this people also will go to their place 1n peace.”
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So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law
and did all that he had said. Moses chose able men out
of all Israel and made them heads over the people,
chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of
tens. And they judged the people at all times. Any hard
case they brought to Moses, but any small matter they
decided themselves. Then Moses let his father-in-law
depart, and he went away to his own country.
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But vou are a chosen race, a roval priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
vou may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
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But for this purpose I have raised you up,
to show vou my power, so that my
name mayv be proclaimed 1n all the earth.

Exodus 9:16



For by the grace given to me I say to evervone among vou
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as 1n one body
we have many members, and the members do not all have
the same function, so we, though many, are one body 1n
Christ, and individually members one of another. Having
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let
UsS US  cwugEcEsnasmisoiitcicam s oipoiriTon to our Laitln: i
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who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with
zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Romans 12:3-38



Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Galatians 6:2
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