


Warning Against 
Worldliness 

James 4:1-12





What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet 
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  

— vv 1-3



“There once was in man a true happiness of which now remain to him only the mark and empty 
trace, which he in vain tries to fill from all his surroundings, seeking from things absent the 
help he does not obtain in things present. But these are all inadequate, because the infinite 

abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only by God Himself.” 

— Blaise Pascal
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You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity  
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes  

himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, 
“He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?  

— vv 4-5



“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,  
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  

— Matthew 6:24
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“you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” 

— Exodus 34:14

“You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, 
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God…” 

— Exodus 20:4-5



But he gives more grace.  
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

— vs 6



Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,  

you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning 
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

— vv 7-10



Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother 
or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge 

the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and judge, 
he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? 

— vv 11-12



“You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not  
stand up against the life of your neighbor. I am the LORD. You shall not hate your  

brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur  
sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons  

of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” 

— Leviticus 19:16-18



But he gives more grace.  
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

— vs 6




