


“ T h e  w o r l d  r i n g s  w i t h  p r a i s e  —  l o v e r s  p r a i s i n g  t h e i r  m i s t r e s s e s ,  r e a d e r s  

t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p o e t ,  w a l k e r s  p r a i s i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  p l a y e r s  p r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  g a m e ,  p r a i s e  o f  w e a t h e r ,  w i n e s ,  d i s h e s ,  a c t o r s ,  h o r s e s ,  

c o l l e g e s ,  c o u n t r i e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s o n a g e s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  f l o w e r s ,  m o u n t a i n s ,  

r a r e  s t a m p s ,  r a r e  b e e t l e s ,  e v e n  s o m e t i m e s  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  s c h o l a r s…  

I  t h i n k  w e  d e l i g h t  t o  p r a i s e  w h a t  w e  e n j o y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r a i s e  n o t  m e r e l y  

e x p r e s s e s ,  b u t  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  e n j o y m e n t ;  i t  i s  i t s  a p p o i n t e d  c o n s u m m a t i o n .  

I t  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  c o m p l i m e n t  t h a t  l o v e r s  k e e p  o n  t e l l i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r   

h o w  b e a u t i f u l  t h e y  a r e ;  t h e  d e l i g h t  i s  i n c o m p l e t e  t i l l  i t  i s  e x p r e s s e d . ”  

—  C . S .  L ew i s ,  R e f l e ct i o ns  on  th e  P sa lms



T H E R E  I S  N O N E  

W H O  D O E S  G O O D  

—  P s a l m  5 3  —



To The Cho irmaster :   

Accord ing To Mahalath .  A Maskil of David .



The  f oo l  says  i n  h i s  h eart ,  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  G od . ”  

T h ey  ar e  c orrupt ,  d o i n g  a bom i nab l e  i n i q u i ty ;  

T h e r e  i s  n on e  who  do es  g ood .  

                                                           —  vs  1



F o r  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  k n e w  G o d ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h o n o r  h i m  a s  

G o d  o r  g i v e  t h a n k s  t o  h i m ,  b u t  t h e y  b e c a m e  f u t i l e  i n  

t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  a n d  t h e i r  f o o l i s h  h e a r t s  w e r e  d a r k e n e d .  

C l a i m i n g  t o  b e  w i s e ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  f o o l s ,  a n d  e x c h a n g e d  

t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  i m m o r t a l  G o d  f o r  i m a g e s  r e s e m b l i n g  

m o r t a l  m a n  a n d  b i r d s  a n d  a n i m a l s  a n d  c r e e p i n g  t h i n g s .  

—  R omans  1 : 2 1 - 2 3



A n d  s i n c e  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  s e e  f i t  

t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  

G o d ,  G o d  g a v e  

t h e m  u p  t o  a  

d e b a s e d  m i n d  t o  

d o  w h a t  o u g h t  

n o t  t o  b e  d o n e .  

—  R omans  1 : 2 8



T h o u g h  t h e y  k n o w  G o d ’ s  r i g h t e o u s  d e c r e e  

t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  p r a c t i c e  s u c h  t h i n g s  

d e s e r v e  t o  d i e ,  t h e y  n o t  o n l y  d o  t h e m  b u t  

g i v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h o s e  w h o  p r a c t i c e  t h e m .  

—  R omans  1 : 3 2

A n d  s i n c e  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  s e e  f i t  

t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  

G o d ,  G o d  g a v e  

t h e m  u p  t o  a  

d e b a s e d  m i n d  t o  

d o  w h a t  o u g h t  

n o t  t o  b e  d o n e .  

—  R omans  1 : 2 8



The  f oo l  says  i n  h i s  h eart ,  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  G od . ”  

T h ey  ar e  c orrupt ,  d o i n g  a bom i nab l e  i n i q u i ty ;  

T h e r e  i s  n on e  who  do es  g ood .  

                                                           —  vs  1



F or  th e  f o o l  s p eaks  f o l ly ,  

A nd  h i s  h eart  i s  b usy  w ith  i n i q u i ty ,  

T o  p ract i c e  u ngod l i n e ss ,  

T o  utter  e rror  c onc ern i n g  th e  L O RD ,  

T o  l eave  th e  c rav i n g  o f  t h e  h ungry  unsat i s f i e d ,  

A nd  to  d e pr i v e  t h e  th i r sty  o f  d r i n k .  

                                             —  I s a i a h  3 2 : 6



God  l o oks  d own  f rom  h eaven   

o n  th e  c h i l d r en  o f  man ,  

T o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  ar e  any  who  und erstand ,  

Who  s e ek  a ft er  G od .  

                                           —  vs  2



A n d  n o  c r e a t u r e  i s  h i d d e n  f r o m  h i s  s i g h t ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  n a k e d   

a n d  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  e y e s  o f  h i m  t o  w h o m  w e  m u s t  g i v e  a c c o u n t .  

—  H e b r ews  4 : 1 3



They  have  a l l  fa l l en  away ;  

t og eth er  th ey  have  b e come  c orrupt ;  

T h e r e  i s  n on e  who  do es  g ood ,  

N ot  ev en  on e .  

                                              —  vs  3



Have  thos e  who  work  ev i l  n o  knowledg e ,  

Who  eat  u p  my  p e op l e  as  th ey  eat  b r ead ,  

A nd  d o  n ot  ca l l  u pon  G od ?  

                                                    —  Vs  4



Ther e  th ey  ar e ,  i n  g r eat  t error ,  

Wher e  th er e  i s  n o  t e rror !  

F o r  G od  s catters  th e  b on es  o f  h im  who  e ncamps  aga i n st  you ;  

Y ou  p ut  th em  to  s hame ,  f o r  G od  has  r e j e cted  th em .  

                                                                      —  Vs  5



Oh ,  t hat  sa lvat i o n  f o r  I s ra e l  would  c ome  o ut  o f  Z i o n !  

When  G od  r e stor es  th e  f o rtunes  o f  h i s  p e o p l e ,  

L e t  Jacob  r e j o i c e ,  l e t  I s ra e l  b e  g lad .  

                                                             —  vs  6



t h e n  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  w i l l  r e s t o r e  y o u r  f o r t u n e s  a n d   

h a v e  m e r c y  o n  y o u ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  g a t h e r  y o u  a g a i n  f r o m  a l l  t h e  

p e o p l e s  w h e r e  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  h a s  s c a t t e r e d  y o u   

—  D e ut eronomy  3 0 : 3



A n d  t h e  L O R D  r e s t o r e d  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  J o b ,   

w h e n  h e  h a d  p r a y e d  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s .  A n d  t h e  L O R D   

g a v e  J o b  t w i c e  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  h a d  b e f o r e .  

—  J o b  4 2 : 1 0



Oh ,  t hat  sa lvat i o n  f o r  I s ra e l  would  c ome  o ut  o f  Z i o n !  

When  G od  r e stor es  th e  f o rtunes  o f  h i s  p e o p l e ,  

L e t  Jacob  r e j o i c e ,  l e t  I s ra e l  b e  g lad .  

                                                             —  vs  6



When  th e  L O RD  r e stor ed  th e  f o rtunes  o f  Z i o n ,  

we  were  l i k e  t hos e  who  dr eam .  

T h en  o ur  mouth  was  f i l l e d  w i th  laughter ,  

a nd  o ur  tongu e  w i th  s houts  o f  j oy ;  

t h en  th ey  sa i d  among  th e  nat i o ns ,  

“ T h e  L O RD  has  d on e  g r eat  th i n gs  f or  th em . ”  

                                            —  P sa lm  1 2 6 : 1 - 2



Then  Moses  and  th e  p e op l e  o f  I s ra e l  sang  th i s  s ong   

t o  th e  L O RD ,  say i n g ,  

“ I  w i l l  s i n g  to  th e  L O RD ,  f o r  h e  has  tr i umph ed  g l or i o us ly ;  

t h e  h ors e  and  h i s  r i d e r  h e  has  thrown  i n to  th e  s ea .  

T h e  L O RD  i s  my  str ength  and  my  song ,  

a nd  h e  has  b e come  my  sa lvat i o n ;  

t h i s  i s  my  God ,  a nd  I  w i l l  p ra i s e  h im ,  

my  fath er ’ s  G od ,  a nd  I  w i l l  exa lt  h im . ”  

                                                        —  E xodus  1 5 : 1 - 2



And  Dav i d  s pok e  to  th e  L O RD  th e  words  o f  t h i s  s ong   

o n  th e  day  when  th e  L O RD  d e l i v e r ed  h im  f rom  th e  hand   

o f  a l l  h i s  e n em i e s ,  a nd  f rom  th e  hand  o f  Sau l .  H e  sa i d ,  

“ T h e  L O RD  i s  my  rock  and  my  f ortr ess  and  my  d e l i v e r er ,  

my  God ,  my  rock ,  i n  whom  I  tak e  r e f ug e ,  

my  sh i e l d ,  a nd  th e  h orn  o f  my  sa lvat i o n ,  

my  strongho ld  and  my  r e f ug e ,  

my  sav i o r ;  y ou  save  me  f rom  v i o l e nc e .  

I  c a l l  u pon  th e  L O RD ,  who  i s  worthy  to  b e  p ra i s e d ,  

a nd  I  am  saved  f rom  my  en em i e s . ”  

                                                —  2  Samue l  2 2 : 1 - 4



Oh ,  t hat  sa lvat i o n  f o r  I s ra e l  would  c ome  o ut  o f  Z i o n !  

When  G od  r e stor es  th e  f o rtunes  o f  h i s  p e o p l e ,  

L e t  Jacob  r e j o i c e ,  l e t  I s ra e l  b e  g lad .  

                                                             —  vs  6



HOW DO ES  TH I S  P SA LM  

PO I NT  TO  J E SUS ?



What  th en ?  Ar e  we  J ews  any  b etter  o f f ?  N o ,  n ot  at  a l l .  F o r  we  

have  a l r eady  c harg ed  that  a l l ,  b oth  J ews  and  G r e eks ,  a r e  u nd er  

s i n ,  a s  i t  i s  wr i tt en :  

“ N on e  i s  r i g ht eous ,  n o ,  n ot  on e ;  

n o  o n e  und erstands ;  

n o  o n e  s e eks  f or  G od .  

A l l  have  turn ed  as i d e ;  t og eth er  th ey  have  b e come  worth l ess ;  

n o  o n e  d o es  g ood ,  

n ot  ev en  on e . ”  

“ T h e i r  t hroat  i s  an  o p en  g rave ;  

t h ey  us e  th e i r  t ongu es  to  d e c e i v e . ”



“ T h e  v enom  o f  asps  i s  u nd er  th e i r  l i p s . ”  

“ T h e i r  mouth  i s  f u l l  o f  c urs es  and  b i tt ern ess . ”  

“ T h e i r  f e et  ar e  sw i ft  to  s h ed  b l ood ;  

i n  t h e i r  paths  ar e  r u i n  and  m i s e ry ,  

a nd  th e  way  o f  p eac e  th ey  have  not  known . ”  

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  f ear  o f  G od  b e f or e  th e i r  ey es . ”  

N ow we  know that  whatever  th e  law says  i t  s p eaks  to  thos e  

who  ar e  und er  th e  law ,  s o  that  ev ery  mouth  may  b e  stopp ed ,  

a nd  th e  whol e  world  may  b e  h e l d  accountab l e  to  G od .  F o r  by  

works  o f  t h e  law no  h uman  b e i n g  w i l l  b e  j ust i f i e d  i n  h i s  s i g ht ,  

s i n c e  t hrough  th e  law comes  knowledg e  o f  s i n .  

                                                            —  R omans  3 : 9 - 2 0



HOW DO ES  TH I S  P SA LM  

PO I NT  TO  J E SUS ?




