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Final Greetings of the Church Letters
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“It is by the grace of God that a congregation";;.,./
1s permitted to gather visibly in this world to share
God’s Word and sacrament. Not all Christians
receive this blessing. The imprisoned, the sick, the
scattered lonely, the proclaimers of the Gospel
in heathen lands stand alone. They know.that visible
fellowship is a blessing..It is true, of course,
that what is an unspeakable gift of God for the
lonely individual is easily disregarded and trodden

under foot by those who have the gift every day.



[t is easily forgotten that the-fellowship of Ch‘“f'i‘S‘ti_z?'
brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom,
of God that any day may be taken from us, that the time
that still separates us from utter loneliness may
be brief indeed. Therefore, let him who until now has
had the privilege of living a common Christian life
with other Christians praise God’s grace from the
bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his knees
and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are
allowed to live in community with Christian brethren.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer



= 4

MANY NAMES
ONE MISSION

Romans 16:1-27
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| commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant
of the church at"Cenchreae, that you may welcome
her in the Lord in.-a way worthy of the saints, and
help her in whatever she may need from you, for she
has been a patron of many and of myself as well.
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Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workers in Christ J‘gﬂs—'g’,
who risked their neeksifor my life, to whom not only I
give thanks but all the churcehes of the Gentiles give

thanks as-well. Greet also the church in their house. Greet

my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ
in Asia. Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. Greet

Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners.
They are well known to the apostles, and they were in
Christ before me. Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the

Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my

beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.



Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulu's“i"(}"rg?
my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong
to the family of Narcissus. Greet those workers in the
Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis,
who has worked hard in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen
In the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me
as well. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas,
Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. Greet
Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas,
and all the saints who are with them. Greet one another
with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

— vyv 3-16
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[ appeal to you, brothers,.to watch out for those who c"jﬁ,s/e'
divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that
vou have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not
serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth
talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. For
your obedience 1s known to all, so that I rejoice over you,
but I want you to be wise as to what 1s good and Iinnocent as
to what is evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under

you feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

g&=svwwv 17420



= 4

Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius

and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsman. I Tertius, who
wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. Gatus,; who is
host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus,
the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you.
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Now to 'him who is able to strengthen you accordiii-?fg{(')
my gospel and the preaching of*Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret
for long ages but has now been disclosed and through
the prophetic writings has been made known to all
nations, according to the command of the-eternal God,
to bring about the obedience of faith — to the only wise

God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
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“The heart of" the gospel is that Jesus Chrlst th- /
righteous one, died.for oursins and rose again,
eternally triumphant over all his enemies, so that
there Is now no condemnation, but everlasting joy,
for those who trust him. You never, never, never
outgrow your need for this gospel. You don’t begin
the Christian life with this and then leave it
behind and get stronger with something else. God
strengthens us with the gospel to the day we die.”

— John Piper
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