Love Made A Way Part 3 — Justification Romans 3:21-26

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with grateful hearts, thankful for the gift of Your Word and the
truth it contains. As we gather together today, we ask that You open our minds and our hearts to
receive what You have for us. Remove any distractions, preconceptions, or burdens that might keep
us from hearing Your voice clearly. Holy Spirit, guide our conversation, stir our hearts, and help each
one of us to walk away with exactly what You desire for us today. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Summary

In this sermon, the message explores the doctrine of justification as part of a series called "Love
Made Away." Drawing primarily from Romans 3, he explains that justification is a legal term meaning
to be declared righteous by God, not simply to be made righteous through one's own efforts or good
works. He carefully distinguishes justification from personal achievement, emphasizing that all of
humanity, both Jew and Gentile, stands condemned before a holy God. No amount of good works,
religious activity, or moral effort can earn a right standing before Him.

The message then turns to the good news: justification is a gift received through faith in Jesus Christ.
Christ took the penalty of sin upon Himself on the cross, satisfying God's holy and just standard so
that believers could be declared righteous in His sight. This declaration brings real freedom from
condemnation and the peace described in Romans 5:1. The message challenges the congregation to
stop constructing personal prisons out of past mistakes, unmet standards, and spiritual busyness,
and instead to live fully in the freedom and peace that comes from being justified by faith in Jesus
Christ.

Key Verses

Romans 3:21-26 Romans 5:8 2 Corinthians 5:21 Acts 2:38
Romans 3:23 Romans 6:23 Ephesians 2:8-9

Romans 5:1 Romans 8:1 Deuteronomy 25:1

Questions

1. The message described justification as a legal declaration, meaning God declares us righteous
rather than simply making us righteous through our behavior. How does understanding that
distinction change the way you think about your relationship with God?

2. Romans 3:10-18 paints a sobering picture of humanity, stating that none are righteous before
God. How does honestly accepting that reality affect the way you view yourself and the way
you view others around you?

3. The message used the image of a sterile operating room to describe God's holiness. In your
own words, how does that illustration help you understand why sin separates us from God?



4. The message warned against being so busy with church activities that we neglect our own
spiritual growth and our family, our first ministry. Where do you find it hardest to maintain that
balance in your own life?

5. Romans 8:1 declares there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. The
message described how believers can still construct personal prisons out of past mistakes,
fear, and anxiety. What does living in that kind of self-made prison look like, and what does it
take to walk out of it?

6. The sermon emphasized that faith is the open hand that receives the gift of justification. What
does active, living faith look like in your daily life, and how do you know when your faith is
growing versus stagnating?

7. Romans 5:1 says that having been justified by faith, we have peace with God. What is one
area of your life where you still struggle to experience that peace, and how might a deeper
understanding of justification help you there?

Life Application

This week, take time each day to read and meditate on Romans 5:1 and Romans 8:1. Each morning,
before you begin your day, remind yourself out loud that you are justified by faith in Jesus Christ and
that there is no condemnation for those who are in Him. Identify one area of your life where you have
been living as though you are still a prisoner, whether it is guilt from the past, fear about the future, or
striving to earn God's approval through works. Bring that specific area before God in prayer and ask
Him to help you walk in the freedom and peace that His declaration of righteousness has already
secured for you.

Key Takeaways

e Justification is a legal declaration by God that a person is righteous, not something earned or
achieved through personal effort or good works.

e All of humanity stands condemned before a holy God, and no one is capable of making
themselves righteous through their own actions or religious activity.

e Justification is only available through faith in Jesus Christ, who took the full penalty of sin upon
Himself on the cross so that believers could be declared righteous before God.

e Being justified by faith brings genuine peace with God and freedom from condemnation,
meaning believers do not have to live imprisoned by their past, their failures, or their fears.

e Spiritual growth requires honest self-examination and active engagement with God's Word, not
simply staying busy with religious activity.

Ending Prayer

Lord, we thank You for the time we have shared together today in Your Word. Thank You for the
incredible truth that You have declared us righteous through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ. We ask
that the reality of justification would sink deeply into each of our hearts this week. Where we have
been living as prisoners of our past or striving to earn what You have already freely given, set us free.
Help us to walk in the peace that comes from knowing we are justified before You, not by anything we
have done, but by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf. May that truth transform the way we
live, the way we love others, and the way we approach You each day. We ask all of this in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



