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Love Made A Way – Adoption Gal. 4:1-7 

Intro Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we come before You today as Your adopted children, grateful for the love that sent 
Your Son to the cross on our behalf. As we gather together, we ask that You open our hearts and 
minds to what You want us to receive from this time together. Remove any distractions, any pride, 
and any preconceived notions that might keep us from hearing Your voice clearly. Let Your Spirit 
guide our conversation, draw us closer to You and to one another, and may everything we discuss 
today bring glory to Your name. In Jesus' name, amen. 

Summary 

This sermon, part of a series called "Love Made Away," explores the profound truth of adoption into 
the family of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Drawing primarily from Galatians chapter 4, the 
Sermon explains that the law served as a guardian or tutor to lead people toward Christ but was 
never designed to justify anyone before God. Just as an X-ray identifies a broken bone but cannot 
heal it, the law identifies sin but cannot remedy it. Righteousness and justification come only through 
faith in Jesus Christ, not through works or adherence to the law. 

The sermon also unpacks the beautiful reality of what it means to be adopted into God's family. 
Through faith and baptism into Christ, believers are no longer slaves but sons and heirs, able to cry 
out "Abba Father" with confidence and intimacy. This adoption means our past is sealed away, we 
receive a new name, a new family, and a new future. The Sermon closes with a passionate call for 
the church body to live out this family identity by uniting in love, forgiveness, and humility, with a 
specific challenge for men to lead in those areas as God has called them to do. 

Key Verses 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Galatians 3:26-27 

Romans 3:20 

Romans 3:28 

Romans 6:3-4 

Romans 8:14-17 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

Colossians 2:12 

Galatians 2:2

Questions 

1. The Sermon compared the law to an X-ray that identifies a broken bone but cannot heal it. 
How does this illustration change or deepen your understanding of the purpose of the law? 

2. In what ways do you think people today, even within the church, fall into the trap of believing 
that good works or rule-keeping can make them right with God? 

3. The sermon described adoption into God's family as God signing on the line and sealing away 
the file of our past. How does that image speak to you personally, and what does it mean for 
how you see yourself before God? 

4. What does it mean to you to be able to call God "Abba Father"? How does that level of 
intimacy with God affect the way you approach Him in prayer? 

5. Romans 8:15-16 says we have received a Spirit of adoption, not a Spirit of fear. Are there 
areas in your life where fear still keeps you from approaching God boldly? What might help you 
move past that? 
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6. The Sermon said that faith in Christ is not just a mental agreement but involves surrendering 
your life, dying to self, and being raised to walk in newness of life. How would you describe the 
difference between mental belief and genuine, surrendered faith? 

7. The sermon emphasized that being part of the family of God comes with both blessings and 
responsibilities. What are some of the responsibilities you feel called to as a member of God's 
family, and how are you currently living those out? 

8. The Sermon issued a challenge for the church body, and especially for men, to lead in love, 
forgiveness, and humility so that the body remains united. What is one practical step you can 
take this week to strengthen unity within your church family? 

Life Application 

This week, reflect on what it truly means to be an adopted child of God. Choose one relationship 
within your church family where you can intentionally demonstrate love, forgiveness, or humility. 
Whether it means reaching out to someone you have drifted from, serving a need you have noticed, 
or simply showing up and being present, take one concrete step to live out your identity as a son or 
daughter of God. Write down what you plan to do and share it with someone in your group so they 
can encourage you and hold you accountable. 

Key Takeaways 

• The law was given to identify sin and serve as a guardian leading people to Christ, but it was 
never designed to justify anyone before God. Righteousness comes only through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

• Through faith in Christ and baptism into His death and resurrection, believers are adopted into 
the family of God. They are no longer slaves but sons and heirs, with their past sealed away 
and a new identity, family, and future given to them. 

• Being adopted into God's family means having an intimate relationship with Him, able to 
approach Him as "Abba Father" with boldness and confidence rather than fear or distance. 

• Saving faith is not merely a mental agreement but a full surrender of life to Jesus Christ, dying 
to self and being raised to walk in newness of life. It is the working of God, not human effort, 
that saves. 

• Membership in the family of God carries both blessings and responsibilities. Believers are 
called to live out their identity by loving one another, pursuing unity, and leading with humility 
and forgiveness within the body of Christ. 

Ending Prayer 

Father, thank You for the incredible gift of adoption into Your family through the blood of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Thank You that we do not have to earn our place at Your table, that You have signed on 
the line and sealed away our past, and that we are now Your sons and daughters. As we leave this 
time together, help us to walk in the fullness of that identity. Give us the courage to approach Your 
throne boldly, the humility to serve one another faithfully, and the love to remain united as one body in 
Christ. May the bonds that tie us together be stronger than anything that would seek to divide us. We 
ask all of this in the name of Jesus, our Savior and our Lord. Amen. 

 


