
S E C O N D  A L T A R  P A R T  3  

Panic at the Altar 
Exodus 32:1–8 

O P E N I N G  
“Never be afraid to trust an unknown __________ to a known __________.” — 
Corrie ten Boom 
What do you do when you do not know what happens next? 
B A C K G R O U N D  
Moses was on the mountain __________ days and 40 nights. In his absence 
the people grew ______________ and anxious. 
They wanted something visible, immediate, and ___________________ — a 
blend of Egyptian gods and Yahweh. 

I. Resist the ___________________ Exodus 32:1 
They could not see Moses, the next step, or God, so they sought a 
________________ they could see. 

–  Waiting exposes the condition of our __________. Psalm 27:14 
–  Restlessness can lead ______________. Numbers 14:3–4 

II. Reject the __________________ Exodus 32:1 
“Make us a __________ who will go before us.” 

–  A created thing can never replace the ___________. Romans 1:25 
–  A replacement god cannot __________ us. Psalm 106:19–21 

III. Return to the _____________ Exodus 32:8 
“They have ___________ turned aside…” 

–  Repentance requires ___________ from sin. Acts 3:19 
–  God _____________ those who return. Joel 2:12–13 

C O N C L U S I O N  
Israel panicked because they wanted a god they could __________. 

“Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your __________ before 
Him; God is a __________ for us.” — Psalm 62:8 

R E F L E C T  T H I S  W E E K  
Where am I tempted to stop waiting on God and reach for a substitute? 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  
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