
Are You A Full-Time Disciple? 

Matthew 4:12–30 

What Does The Bible Say? 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea 
and returned to Galilee. 13 He went first to Nazareth, then left 
there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in the 
region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled what God said 
through the prophet Isaiah: 15 “In the land of Zebulun and of 
Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River,  
in Galilee where so many Gentiles live, 16 the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in the 
land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” (Matthew 
4:12–16 NLT) 

Geography is vital in the Bible. 

The most significant reference is verse 15, “in Galilee where 
so many Gentiles live.” 



18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and 

Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a 

living. (Matthew 4:18 NLT) 

Luke goes into more detail than Matthew about this incident 

in Luke 5. 

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and 

didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down 

again.” (Luke 5:5 NLT) 

They had fished all night and did not catch anything. 

6 And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! 

7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and 

soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 

(Luke 5:6–7 NLT) 

Peter knew this carpenter’s son was from God because he 

was a better fisherman than he was. 



These men will now walk with Jesus full-time in ministry. 

Are you walking with God full-time? 

How Can You Obey? 

Three Reasons To Follow Christ: 

17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and 

turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:17 

NLT) 

First, Peter, Andrew, James, and John believed because of 

the message's truth. 

19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show 

you how to fish for people!” 20 And they left their nets at once 

and followed him. (Matthew 4:19 NLT) 



Second, they believed in it because of the value of the 

mission. 

23 Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in 

the synagogues and announcing the Good News about the 

Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness.

(Matthew 4:23 NLT) 

Third, they believed because of the reality of the miracles.  

Additional Notes: 

If you want to use your home to disciple others, check out our 

training at www.crosswaveschurch.com/host. Cross Waves has 

produced short videos to train you to use your home to reach 

others for Christ. So please check it out.  



Explore: 

Christianity is about more than attending church and living a 

good moral life. Being a Christian is about having a vibrant 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Every Sunday School 

teacher or Bible study leader should want to see each learner 

enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny depends on it. 

As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:  

Following Christ is more than a mere decision; it is about a 

lifelong relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere 

decision-makers. Aim for long-term faith, not momentary 

emotion.  

Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save 

us (Ephesians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). 

Good works are a product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows 

salvation; it doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” 



expectations on men and women who don’t know Christ.  

• Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a 

simple way to explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and need for a Savior (Romans 

3:10, 23).  

• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and His resurrection 

(Romans 10:9-10).  

Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 

12:1-2).  

Remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 

understand, answer their questions, and allow them to respond. 

If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of 

Christ- followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Question 1 of 4 



In what ways has the call to follow Jesus been watered down in 

our culture? 

Question 2 of 4 

How would you explain what it means to “repent” to someone 

who had never heard the term? 

Question 3 of 4 

Why do you think Peter patronized Jesus and cast out the nets 

for Him? 

Question 4 of 4 

Following Jesus costs us everything. What might that look like 

practically in our own culture? 


