
Why Strive To Be Like Jesus? 

Matthew 5:27-48 

What Does The Bible Say? 

3 Who may climb the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in 

his holy place?  (Psalm 24:3 NLT) 

4 Only those whose hands and hearts are pure, who do not 

worship idols and never tell lies.  (Psalm 24:4 NLT) 

27 “You have heard the commandment that says, ‘You must not 

commit adultery.’ 28 But I say, anyone who even looks at a 

woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart. (Matthew 5:27–28 NLT) 

Guard Your Heart. 



29 So if your eye—even your good eye—causes you to lust, 

gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 

part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 

hell. 30 And if your hand—even your stronger hand—causes 

you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 

one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown 

into hell.  (Matthew 5:29–30 NLT) 

Protect your eyes and watch your hands. 

31 “You have heard the law that says, ‘A man can divorce his 

wife by merely giving her a written notice of divorce.’ 32 But I 

say that a man who divorces his wife, unless she has been 

unfaithful, causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who 

marries a divorced woman also commits adultery. (Matthew 

5:31–32 NLT) 



Protect your marriage. 

33 “You have also heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must 

not break your vows; you must carry out the vows you make to 

the Lord.’ 34 But I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By 

heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. 35 And do not say, ‘By 

the earth!’ because the earth is his footstool. And do not say, ‘By 

Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is the city of the great King. 36 Do 

not even say, ‘By my head!’ for you can’t turn one hair white or 

black. 37 Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’ 

Anything beyond this is from the evil one.  

(Matthew 5:33–37 NLT) 

Always speak the truth. 

38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match 

the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I 



say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the 

right cheek, offer the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued in 

court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If 

a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two 

miles. 42 Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those 

who want to borrow.  (Matthew 5:38–42 NLT) 

Love Your Enemies: It Is the Way of Jesus. 

43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and 

hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those 

who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 

children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to 

both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the 

unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, what 

reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that 

much. 47 If you are kind only to your friends, how are you 



different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. (Matthew 

5:43–47 NLT) 

Loving Our Enemies Conforms Us to the Likeness of God 
Our Father. 

How Can You Obey? 

48 But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 

perfect. (Matthew 5:48 NLT) 

We strive for an ideal to be like Jesus, even though we will 
not reach it until we enter heaven.  

2 Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet 

shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do 

know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really 



is. 3 And all who have this eager expectation will keep 

themselves pure, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:2–3 NLT) 

God’s children strive to have Christ’s character and 
behavior because it is a family trait. 

Additional Notes: 

If you want to use your home to disciple others, check out our 

training at www.crosswaveschurch.com/host. Cross Waves has 

produced short videos to train you to use your home to reach 

others for Christ. So please check it out.  

Explore: 

Christianity is about more than attending church and living a 

good moral life. Being a Christian is about having a vibrant 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Every Sunday School 

teacher or Bible study leader should want to see each learner 



enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny depends on it. 

As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:  

Following Christ is more than a mere decision; it is about a 

lifelong relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere 

decision-makers. Aim for long-term faith, not momentary 

emotion.  

Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save 

us (Ephesians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). 

Good works are a product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows 

salvation; it doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” 

expectations on men and women who don’t know Christ.  

• Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a 

simple way to explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and need for a Savior (Romans 

3:10, 23).  



• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and His resurrection 

(Romans 10:9-10).  

Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 

12:1-2).  

Remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 

understand, answer their questions, and allow them to respond. 

If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of 

Christ- followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Question 1 of 4 

Where do we draw the line between “turning the other cheek” 

and standing up for our rights as a Christian? 

Question 2 of 4 



Because we may live in a highly sexualized culture, we cannot 

always prevent our eyes from seeing sexual images. How then do 

we protect our eyes?  

Question 3 of 4 

Is there a difference between retaliating against evil with violent 

aggression versus self-defense or protecting one’s family? How 

can you distinguish between the two? 

Question 4 of 4 

What should you pray for your enemies? 


