
Do You Want God To Heal Or Forgive You? 

Luke 5:17–26 (Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12) 

What Does The Bible Say? 

When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news 
spread quickly that he was back home. 2 Soon the house where 
he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no 
more room, even outside the door. 
(Mark 2:1–2 NLT) 

17 One day while Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees and 
teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It seemed that 
these men showed up from every village in all Galilee and 
Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) And the Lord’s healing power 
was strongly with Jesus.  (Luke 5:17 NLT) 

18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. 
They tried to take him inside to Jesus, 19 but they couldn’t reach 
him because of the crowd. So they went up to the roof and took 
off some tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down 
into the crowd, right in front of Jesus. (Luke 5:18–19 NLT) 



Do you have friends like this? 

Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man, “Young man, your sins 

are forgiven.” (Luke 5:20 NLT) 

No one asked Jesus to forgive them of their sins!  (Luke 5:21 

NLT) 

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why 

do you question this in your hearts? 23 Is it easier to say ‘Your 

sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? 24 So I will prove to 

you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive 

sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand 

up, pick up your mat, and go home!”  (Luke 5:22–24 NLT) 

25 And immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, 

picked up his mat, and went home praising God. 26 Everyone 

was gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised God, 

exclaiming, “We have seen amazing things today!”  (Luke 5:25–

26 NLT) 



No one asked Jesus to forgive them of their sins! 

How Can You Obey? 

Being in “awe” of God are not the same thing as knowing 

God.  

It is God who determines what is satisfactory worship from 

His followers. 

When people are confused about the true God and Jesus 

Christ, when gospel clarity is at stake, the proper response is 

plain statement of the truth (2 Cor 4:2). 

Additional Notes: 

If you want to use your home to disciple others, check out our 

training at www.crosswaveschurch.com/host. Cross Waves has 



produced short videos to train you to use your home to reach 

others for Christ. So please check it out.  

Explore: 

Christianity is about more than attending church and living a 

good moral life. Being a Christian is about having a vibrant 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Every Sunday School 

teacher or Bible study leader should want to see each learner 

enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny depends on it. 

As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:  

Following Christ is more than a mere decision; it is about a 

lifelong relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere 

decision-makers. Aim for long-term faith, not momentary 

emotion.  



Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save 

us (Ephesians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). 

Good works are a product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows 

salvation; it doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” 

expectations on men and women who don’t know Christ.  

• Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a 

simple way to explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and need for a Savior (Romans 

3:10, 23).  

• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and His resurrection 

(Romans 10:9-10).  

Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 

12:1-2).  

Remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 

understand, answer their questions, and allow them to respond. 



If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of 

Christ- followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Question 1 of 4 

Tell of a time when someone went far beyond the norm in 

showing their love for you. 

Question 2 of 4 

What do you think of the Pharisees coming to check out Jesus? 

How would you take their presence? 

Question 3 of 4 

Why do people have such a hard time seeing the truth about 

Jesus? 

Question 4 of 4 



The people were amazed at what Jesus said and did. How would 

you feel about what He did if you had been there? 


