
Living in Light of His Coming

Ready for His Return
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

Introduction: The focus of this passage is to bring hope to the 
Thessalonians and God’s people, as it then calls for a readiness to 
define our anticipation of Christ’s Second Coming by deepening our 
understanding of the resurrection and the necessity of living a vigilant, 
prepared life. As we explore these scriptures, let us find comfort in the 
promise of eternal life with Christ and the urgent call to live in 
readiness.

I. The Hope of Resurrection (vv. 4:13-18)
1. Comforting One Another with the Hope of the 

Resurrection
• Verses 13-14: Paul reassures believers about those who 

have died before Christ’s return, promising their 
resurrection and participation in the coming glory.

• Historical context: Contrasts Greek beliefs of a shadowy 
afterlife with Christian assurance of vibrant eternal life with 
Christ.

2. The Lord’s Return
• Verses 15-17: A vivid description of Christ’s return, where 

the dead in Christ rise first, followed by those who are alive 
being caught up together in the clouds.

3. Encourage Each Other
• Verse 18: Paul concludes with a call to use this knowledge 

to comfort and strengthen one another within the 
community.

II. Living in Readiness (vv. 5:1-11)
1. The Times and the Seasons

• Verses 1-2: Emphasizes the unpredictability of Christ’s 
return, likening it to a thief in the night.

• Connection to Matthew 24-25: Jesus’ teachings affirm the 
need for constant vigilance as the timing of the end is 
unknown.

2. Living as Children of Light
• Verses 4-8: Believers are urged to live distinctively as 

children of light, maintaining moral and spiritual alertness.
• Be equipped with the Armor of God (Eph 6:10-18)

3. Destined for Salvation
• Verses 9-11: Reinforces the divine intention of salvation 

through Jesus Christ, encouraging believers to live in 
anticipation of eternal life with Him.

III. Implications of Christ’s Return
1. Ethical Living

• The imminent return of Christ inspires a life reflecting 
God’s kingdom values, influencing decisions and 
interactions.

2. Evangelism and Witness
• The urgency of Christ’s return drives passionate 

evangelism, emphasizing the significance of reaching 
others with the message of salvation.

IV. Applying These Principles: The W.A.I.T. Acronym
1. Watchfulness

• Stay spiritually alert, anticipating Christ’s return at any 
moment.

2. Armor of God
• Wear the full spiritual armor to actively engage in and 

withstand the spiritual challenges of daily life.
3. Inspiration

• Motivate and encourage one another with the hope of 
Christ’s return.

4. Thanksgiving
• Cultivate a thankful spirit for the assurance of salvation and 

the promise of eternal life with Christ.

Conclusion: As we reflect on these teachings, let us recommit 
ourselves to living with a profound sense of readiness and purpose. 
The anticipation of Christ’s return should not only comfort us but also 
compel us to live out our faith, supporting one another and reaching 
out to the world with the message of hope we have in Jesus.


