
“Obedience and the Missional Heart”
Jonah 3:1-10

Introduction: The narrative of Jonah encapsulates the struggle with obedience, resonating with
the broader human experience. Within its verses, God’s grace shines through, offering
redemption amid disobedience. Today, we continue to explore the concept of obedience, and now
also a missional heart, to be mindful of the transformative potential of God’s grace when
aligning with God’s purpose.

I. The Call to Obedience (Jonah 3:1-3)
A. Divine persistence despite initial disobedience
B. Consequences of delayed obedience

1. Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
2. Hebrews 12:5-6 – Divine discipline as an expression of God’s love
3. Urgency in Paul’s words (2 Corinthians 6:2) – “Now is the day of
salvation”

C. The unchanging Word of God
1. Matthew 4:4 – Jesus affirms the enduring authority of God’s Word
2. 1 Peter 1:24-25 – God’s Word remains forever
- Contrast between transient human existence and eternal truth of God’s
Word

3. Hebrews 4:12 – God’s Word as a living and active guide
- The transformative power of Scripture in shaping hearts and lives

II. The Power of Repentance (Jonah 3:4-10)
A. A Missional Outlook as a Catalyst for Transformation

1. The Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) – Impacting communities with the
Gospel
- Commission to spread the message of salvation to all nations

B. Compassion and Mercy
1. The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) – Demonstrating compassion
beyond barriers
2. Jesus’ ministry – Extending mercy to the broken and marginalized
- Examples of Jesus’ compassionate actions towards those in need

C. Speaking God’s Consistency with Jeremiah 18:7-8
1. God’s consistent message of repentance and transformation
- Promise of mercy upon repentance throughout Scripture



III. Practical Lessons for Today
A. Embrace Obedience Wholeheartedly

1. Obedience as a lifestyle, not just an act
- Cultivating a mindset of obedience in everyday life

B. Cultivate a Missional Heart with Intentionality
1. Stepping beyond comfort zones with intentional sharing of God’s love
- Actively seeking opportunities to share the gospel with others

C. Recognize God’s Sovereignty in Every Season
1. God’s control in calm and stormy seasons
- Trusting in God’s sovereignty regardless of circumstances

Conclusion: Jonah’s story unveils enduring themes of obedience and the missional heart.
Delving into consequences and the unchanging authority of God’s Word, it reminds us of the
transformative power embedded in a missional outlook. As we look to align ourselves with God’s
will, may our reflection lead to the cultivation of a missional heart to become a living testimony
to obedience in alignment with the Great Commission.


