Living in the Light of His Coming

A Faith that Inspires
(1 Thessalonians 1:1-10)

Introduction: In 1 Thessalonians, Paul writes about the early church's
vibrant faith, selfless love, and steadfast hope. Their example not only
inspired the Thessalonian community but continues to inspire believers in
Christ today. As we explore this letter written amidst persecution and
uncertainty, let us be encouraged to live expectantly and faithfully in light
of Jesus imminent coming.

I. Historical Context of Thessalonians:

o Thessalonica: A major city in Macedonia, known for its strategic
location on the Via Egnatia, connecting east and west.

o Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 17:1-9): Paul, Silas, and
Timothy established the church amidst opposition and
persecution.

o Concern for the new believers: Paul’s abrupt departure led to
questions about the second coming of Christ and the fate of
deceased believers.

o Encouragement in faith and love: Paul commends the
Thessalonians for their steadfastness amidst persecution.

II. Gratitude for Faithful Believers (Vv. 1-3)

1. Faith that Produces Work

e True faith is evidenced by action and obedience (James 2:14-
26).

2. Love that Prompts Labor

e Love for God and for one another motivated their sacrificial
labor (1 John 3:16-18).

3. Hope that Inspires Endurance

e Their endurance in faith was anchored in the hope of Christ’s
return (Romans 5:1-5).
11I. The Power of the Gospel and Predestination Perspective (Vv. 4-5)

1. Chosen by God and the Holy Spirit’s Work
e Paul reassures the Thessalonians of their election by God
e God’s sovereign choice brings security and confidence to

believers.

e The Spirit’s presence and power transformed their hearts and
lives.

2. Humble Approach to Predestination

e While respecting theological traditions, acknowledging
mystery and humility in understanding predestination.

e Predestined in Christ, akin to passengers boarding a
predestined plane, emphasizes that the plane itself is
predestined, and those who choose to board become
predestined within it (Ephesians 1:4-5, 13; John 6:44).

Iv. Imitators and Models (Vv. 6-8)
1. Joy in Suffering

e Despite persecution, the Thessalonians found joy in their faith
(James 1:2-4).

e Their joy and steadfastness in trials became a powerful
witness to others.

2. A Model for Others

e They became examples of faith and love throughout
Macedonia and Achaia (1 Timothy 4:12).

e Their transformed lives drew others to Christ, demonstrating
the gospel’s impact.

V. Turning to God (Vv. 9-10)
1. Turning from Idols

e They turned away from idols and false gods to serve the living
and true God.
= As should we (1 John 5:21).

2. Serving the True God

e Their lives were dedicated to serving God wholeheartedly.

= As should we (Colossians 3:23-24).
3. Hope in Christ’s Return

e They lived in the hope and expectation of Jesus’ imminent
return (Titus 2:13).
= As should we

Conclusion: The Thessalonian believers produced tangible works of love
and inspired endurance in the face of persecution, challenging us to
examine our own faith and to live with a renewed hope in Christ’s
imminent return. As we go, may we continue to grow in faith, abound in
love, and remain steadfast in hope, awaiting the day when we will be
united with our Savior.



