
 

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Revelation 3:7-13 (PART 3) 

 “Philadelphia - The Faithful Church!” 
 

 

> The seven churches and their historical reference:   
(2:1-7) Ephesus- The Apostolic Church (1st Century) 

(2:8-11) Smyrna- The Martyr Church (A.D. 100 – A.D. 314) 

(2:12-17) Pergamum - The Worldly Church (A.D. 314 – A.D. 590) 

(2:18-29) Thyatira- Church of the Dark Ages, “Romanism” (A.D. 590 – A.D. 1000- 

continues today) 

(3:1-6) Sardis- The Protestant Church, “Reformation” (A.D. 1517 – A.D. 1800) 

(3:7-13) Philadelphia- The Revived or Faithful Church (A.D. 1800 to Rapture) 

(3:14-22) Laodicea- The Apostate Church (Last Days & into the Great 

Tribulation) 

 

 

>TWELVE KEYS FOR THE PHILADELPHIA FAITHFUL: 

> KEY # 1 - (v7a) Philadelphia – “Brotherly LOVE”  

- John 13:34-35 - A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another."  

 

> KEY #2 - (v7b) Jesus is “HOLY”   

- Luke 1:26-35 - Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 

Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."  

Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" And the 

angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born 

will be called the Son of God. (Mark 1:24; John 6:69)   

 

> KEY #3 - (v7c) Jesus is “TRUE”  

- John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me.” In the last days Jesus tells us not to be deceived 

by false Christs in Matthew 24:4-5 - And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take 

heed that no one deceives you.  5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the 

Christ,' and will deceive many. 

 

> KEY #4 - (v7d) Jesus has the “KEY OF DAVID”  

– Why is this mentioned?  A key indicates control or authority; therefore, having 

the Key of David would give one control of David’s domain, i.e., Jerusalem, the 

City of David, and the kingdom of Israel. The one who holds the keys has the 



authority. Thus, the “key of David” implies control of David’s domain, which was 

promised to the Messiah in both the Old and New Testaments.  

- Isaiah 9:7 - Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, 

upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with 

judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will perform this.  

 

- Luke 1:31-33 - And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, 

and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."  

 

This means the Church has not replaced Israel; God will deal with Israel (the 

Jewish people) once again in the seven-years of Tribulation (Revelation chapters 6 

– 19) and establish the promised “Davidic Kingdom” in the millennial reign of 

Christ at His Second Coming (Revelation Ch. 20), governed by the King of kings, 

our LORD of LORDS!  

 

- Jesus said in Matthew 19:28-30 - So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, 

that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you 

who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel.  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 

wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and 

inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.   

 

- Paul writes in Romans 11:25-27 - For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 

ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness 

in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so 

all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He 

will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I 

take away their sins.”   
 

The Bible promises peace and prosperity to Israel in the future, including its 

borders (Genesis 15:18-20; Numbers 34:1-12); a promise of a King from the line of 

David (2 Samuel Ch. 7); and a promise that Israel would one day be wholly 

devoted to God (Jeremiah 31:31-24); these are a few of the prophecies promised to 

Israel in the Millennial Reign of Christ. 
 

> KEY # 5 -  (v7e) Jesus provides an “OPEN DOOR”  

- The term "open door" means primarily access to God, but it also refers to 

opportunity for spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said in John 10:7-10 - 

Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep.  All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 

hear them.  I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in 

and out and find pasture.  The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 

abundantly.   

 



 

~ Observe this article on: The Great Missionary Movement of the 1800s 

and Early 1900s - The Great Missionary Movement of the 19th and early 20th 

centuries was a global expansion of Protestant Christianity, transforming the 

world map of Christianity from a Western-dominated faith to one with major 

Protestant populations in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. By 1800, only 

about 1% of Protestant Christians lived outside Europe and North America. By 

1900, that figure had risen to 10%, and today at least 67% of active Protestants 

live in countries once considered “foreign mission fields”. The movement’s success 

was measured not by the number of missionaries (fewer than 15,000 by 1900) but 

by the explosive growth of the church in new regions (Christian History Institute). 
 

(7f) Jesus also “shuts the door and no one opens” - Luke 13:22-30 - And He went 

through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. Then one 

said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?"  And He said to them, "Strive to 

enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not 

be able. When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you 

begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open for us,' and 

He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know you, where you are from,' then you will 

begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.' But 

He will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all 

you workers of iniquity.' There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and 

yourselves thrust out. They will come from the east and the west, from the north and 

the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.  And indeed there are last who will be 

first, and there are first who will be last."  (Also, Matthew 25:1-13 – Parable of the 

Ten Virgins). 
 

> KEY #6 – (8a) Jesus has given the church of Philadelphia an “open door” and the 

church has a “little strength” to preach the gospel in the last days. 

- Jesus said in Matthew 24:14- And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all 

the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.   
 

(v8b) Jesus said this church “KEPT HIS WORD” – Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-27 - 

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and 

done many wonders in Your name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' "Therefore whoever hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on 

the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 

that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears 

these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his 

house on the sand:  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 

beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."  
 

 

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/1800s-missions/


- Jesus said in John 15:1-8 - "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that 

bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of 

the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in Me. "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not abide 

in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw 

them into the fire, and they are burned.  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 

you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  By this My Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  
 

~ Note these significant promises in the Scripture. 

- The Bible is the source of truth: “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth” 

(Jn 17:17). 
 

- The Bible is the source of God’s blessing when obeyed: “But He said, ‘On the 

contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it’” (Lk 11:28). 
 

- The Bible is the source of victory: “… the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God” (Eph 6:17). 
 

- The Bible is the source of growth: “… like newborn babies, long for the pure milk 

of the word, so that by it you grow” (1Pe 2:2). 
 

- The Bible is the source of power: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek” (Ro 1:16). 
 

- The Bible is the source of guidance: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 

my path” (Ps 119:105). 
 

- The Bible has the blueprint for the Church: Acts 2:40-42 - And with many other 

words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 

generation.” Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 

about three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  

 

> WHAT SHOULD BE OUR RESPONSE TO THE BIBLE? 

- Because the Bible is so important and because it provides unparalleled eternal 

benefits, then these should be our responses: 

Believe it (Jn 6:68, 69)      

Obey it (1Jn 2:5)      

Preach it (2Ti 4:2) 

Honor it (Job 23:12)     

     Guard it (1Ti 6:20)      

     Study it (Ezr 7:10) 

     Love it (Ps 119:97)      

    Fight for it (Jude 3) 



 

> KEY #7 - (v8c) Jesus said this church had “NOT DENIED HIS NAME”  

- In the TRINITY - 1 John 2:20-26 - But you have an anointing from the Holy One, 

and all of you know the truth. I do not write to you because you do not know the 

truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is 

the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the 

antichrist — he denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the 

Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. See that what you have 

heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son 

and in the Father. And this is what he promised us — even eternal life.  

 

- In SALVATION - Acts 4:12 - Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."  

 

- John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me.  

 

- Romans 10:9 - that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 

you heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  

 

- In PRAYER - John 14:13-14 -And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do 

it.  (Do not pray to Mary or anyone else!) 

 

- 1 Timothy 2:5-7 - For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 

the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in 

Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

 

> KEY #8 - (v9) Jesus reveals a Synagogue of Satan and liars:  

– Paul wrote in Romans 2:28-29- For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is 

circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; 

and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is 

not from men but from God.   

 

- Romans 9:6 - For they are not all Israel who are of Israel  

 

- John the Baptist declared in Matthew 3:7-10 - But when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of 

repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

 



(However, a remnant of Jews will be saved during the tribulation according 

Romans chapters 9 thru 11, and Revelation Ch. 7 (144,000); and the tribulation 

saints (both Jews and Gentiles), found in Revelation Chapters 6 – 19.) 

 

> KEY #9 - (v10) Jesus will “KEEP” His Bride, the Church, from the “HOUR OF 

TRIAL” 

- The word KEEP in Greek is Tereo, which is a verb, an action to be kept for Jesus, 

and preserved from the Tribulation. it is used of the "keeping" power of God the 

Father and Christ, exercised over His people. 

 

- What is the “HOUR OF TRIAL” – The “HOUR OF TRIAL” is also known as the 

“The Tribulation or also called the Great Tribulation” (ref. - Rev. Ch. 6 – 19) – 

Jesus said in Matthew 24:21-22 - For then there will be great tribulation, such as 

has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s 

sake those days will be shortened.  

 

- The Great tribulation is known as “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble” (ref. - Rev. Ch. 

6 – 19) - Jeremiah 30:7-9 - Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is 

the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. ‘For it shall come to pass 

in that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke from your neck, and 

will burst your bonds; foreigners shall no more enslave them. But they shall serve the 

LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them.  

 

- The Great Tribulation is also known as “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” - Turn to 

Daniel 9:24-27 for understanding, remember Jesus said in Matthew 24:15 - 

“Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand),  

 

Let us understand the 70 weeks of Daniel, the word week in Hebrew represents 7 

years. 70 weeks would then equal 490 years. 

 

It was at the first coming of Christ, whereas Jesus fulfilled 483 of those years, 

according to Dan. 9:25 a command was to be given to rebuild and restore Jerusalem, 

this was done on March 14, 445 B.C. according to Nehemiah Ch. 2, then it was 

exactly 483 years to the day, 173,880 days according to their 360 day lunar 

calendar that Jesus road into Jerusalem on April 6, 32 A.D. as He was hailed as 

Messiah (commonly called “Palm Sunday”); then “cut off” (Dan. 9:26) as Daniel 

explains, this took place on Friday (commonly called “Good Friday”) as Jesus was 

crucified. 

 

This now leaves one last 7-year period to bring to fruition the 490 years.  This 

would be the 7-years of tribulation, also known as the time of Jacob’s trouble, which 

is determined on Daniel’s people Israel, and the Holy City (Jerusalem), which is 

found in Revelation Ch. 6 – Ch. 19 which is exactly 7-years to the day! 

 

 



- True Christians will not go through this event, they will be raptured to heaven! 

(Matt. 24:36-51; Matt. 25:1-13; John 14:1-4; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-17)   

 

- In the Old Testament during the time of Noah (Genesis Ch. 5 & 6) we see a 

preview of the “rapture” when Enoch was taken off the earth before God’s 

judgment came through the flood.  

 

> KEY #10 - (v11a) Be ready for the RAPTURE, “BEHOLD I COME QUICKLY!”  

– The Greek word for quickly is tachu (takh-oo'); meaning shortly, i.e. without 

delay, soon, or (by surprise) suddenly, or (by implication, of ease) readily.  Our 

Lord’s statement continues to confirm the doctrine of imminence, that is, Christ 

coming for His church at any moment.   

  

-  Note the doctrine of imminence in the following New Testament passages:  

• 1 Corinthians 1:7 - "awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,"  

• 1 Corinthians 16:22 - "Maranatha." - (Our Lord, come!)  

• Philippians 3:20 - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly 

wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;"  

• Philippians 4:5 - "The Lord is near."  

• 1 Thessalonians 1:10 - "to wait for His Son from heaven,"  

• 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 - "For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who 

have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of {the} archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the 

Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words."  

 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:6 - "so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and 

sober."  

• 1 Timothy 6:14 - "that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until 

the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,"  

• Titus 2:13 -"looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;"  

• Hebrews 9:28 - "so Christ . . . shall appear a second time for salvation without 

reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him."  

• James 5:7-9 - "Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. . .. for 

the coming of the Lord is at hand. . .. behold, the Judge is standing right at the door."  

• 1 Peter 1:13 - "fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ."  

• Jude 21 - "waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life."  

• Revelation 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20 - "'I am coming quickly!'"  

• Revelation 22:17, 20 - "And the Spirit and the bride say, 'Come.' And let the one 

who hears say, 'Come.'" "He who testifies to these things says, 'Yes, I am coming 

quickly.' Amen. Come, Lord Jesus."  
 

> KEY #11 – (v11b) Jesus gives all believers a “CROWN!”  



- James 1:12- Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who 

love Him.  
 

- 2 Timothy 4:8- Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but 

also to all who have loved His appearing.   
 

- 1 Peter 5:4- when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory 

that does not fade away.  

 

> KEY #12 – (v12) Jesus gives His church “PHILADELPHIA” a “FUTURE!”  

- “pillar" = speaks of strength;  

- “go out no more” = speaks of security;   

- “name of My God” = speaks of Sustainer (I Am);  

- “name of the city, the New Jerusalem” = meaning “City of Peace”;  

- “His new name” - Old name- Jesus = Joshua = Jehovah is Salvation!   

 

- Possible new name ideas are found in Revelation 19:11-16 - Now I saw heaven 

opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of 

fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew 

except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called 

The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 

followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it 

He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He 

Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He 

has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS.  
 


