
                       The Book of ROMANS 

                             Chapter 8:28-39 

                 “TO THOSE WHO LOVE GOD!” 
 
~ In this passage we find THREE POWER POINTS OF GOD: 

 

> Power Point #1 – ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD! (v28-30) 
(v28) Observe some tough examples of things working together for the good: 

 

- Three Hebrew children in a fiery furnace - Daniel 3:24-25 - Then King Nebuchadnezzar was 

astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men 

bound into the midst of the fire?"  They answered and said to the king, "True, O king."  "Look!" he 

answered, "I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form 

of the fourth is like the Son of God." 

  

- Daniel in the lion’s den - Daniel 6:21-22 - Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever! My 

God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found 

innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you."  

 

- Stephen stoned to death – Acts 7:54 – 8:1 (This was GOOD for Saul the persecutor.) 

 

- Paul and Silas in prison – Acts 16:24-34 (This was GOOD for the Philippian jailor.) 

 

(v29-30) J. Vernon McGee brings simple sense to a difficult passage – “For” refers back to verse 

28 to remind us that he is not talking about anybody being elected to be lost, but he is speaking of 

“the called,” the predestined ones.   

 

- PREDESTINATION never has any reference to the lost.  You will never find it used in 

connection with them.  If you ever hear someone talk about being predestined to be lost, you know 

he is not being scriptural.   

 

- PREDESTINATION means that, when God saves you, He is going to see you through.  Whom He 

foreknew, He predestinated, and whom He predestinated, He called, and whom He called, He 

justified and whom He justified, He glorified.  

 

- In other words, this amazing section is on sanctification—yet Paul does not even mention being 

sanctified.  Why?  Because sanctification is the work of GOD in the heart and life of the believer.  

This is God’s eternal purpose.   

 

C.H. Spurgeon gave an insightful illustration to election by saying, “Written on the outside of the 

gates of heaven is ‘Whosoever will may come.’  As one walks in and the door is closed; looking 

behind it is written, ‘Chosen in Him from the foundation of the world.’”   

 

- The heart of God for humanity is found in John 3:16-17 - For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 

might be SAVED.  

 

- Also, in 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 

longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

REPENTANCE.  

 



 

> Power Point #2 – HE FREELY GIVES ALL THINGS! (v31-34) 
- WHAT THINGS?  

(a) GOD IS FOR US! - Isaiah 43:1-3 - "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your 

name; You are Mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 

they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the 

flame scorch you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior” 

 

(b) GOD JUSTIFIES US! – JUSTIFICATION - The process by which sinful human beings are 

made acceptable to a holy God.  Christianity is unique because of its teaching of justification by 

grace (Rom 3:24).  

 

- Justification is God's declaration that the demands of His Law have been fulfilled in the 

righteousness of His Son. The basis for this justification is the death of Christ. Paul tells us that 

"God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them" (2 Cor 

5:19).  

 

- This reconciliation covers all sin: "For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are 

being sanctified" (Heb 10:14).  

 

- Justification, then, is based on the work of Christ, accomplished through His blood (Rom 5:9) 

and brought to His people through His resurrection (Rom 4:25).   

 

- When God justifies, He charges the sin of man to Christ and credits the righteousness of Christ 

to the believer (2 Cor 5:21). Thus, "through one Man's righteous act, the free gift came to all men, 

resulting in justification of life" (Rom 5:18). Because this righteousness is "the righteousness of 

God" which is "apart from the law" (Rom 3:21), it is thorough; a believer is "justified from all 

things" (Acts 13:39).  

 

- God is "just" because His holy standard of perfect righteousness has been fulfilled in Christ, and 

He is the "justifier," because this righteousness is freely given to the believer (Rom 3:26; 5:16).  
(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary) 

 

(c) CHRIST MAKES INTERCESSION FOR US! - He prayed on behalf of Peter (Luke 22:32) and 

His disciples (John 17). Then in the most selfless intercession of all; He petitioned God on behalf of 

those who crucified Him (Luke 23:33-43).   

 

- Christ’s intercessory work did not cease when He returned to heaven.  In heaven He intercedes 

for His CHURCH (Hebrews 7:25 - Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come 

to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.). 

 

> Power Point #3 – YOU ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS! (v35-39) 
- TRIBULATION – John 16:33 – In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good CHEER, I 

have overcome the world. 

 

- DISTRESS – John 14:27 – Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do 

I give to you.  Let not you heart be troubled, neither let it be AFRAID. 

 

- PERSECUTION – Matthew 5:10 – BLESSED are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

- FAMINE – Matthew 6:33 – But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and ALL 

these things shall be added to you. 

 



 

- NAKEDNESS – 2 Corinthians 5:4 – For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not 

because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by LIFE. 

 

- PERIL – 2 Timothy 1:7 – For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of LOVE and 

of a sound mind. 

 

- SWORD – Ephesians 6:17 – the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 

 

- We are more than CONQUERORS through HIM who LOVED US!  Nothing shall be able to 

separate us from the LOVE OF GOD! 

 

Conclusion:  We began this chapter with “NO CONDEMNATION” - Romans 8:1 – There is 

therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus;  

 

- We conclude this chapter with “no separation” - Romans 8:35-39 - Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? As it is written:  "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter." Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am 

persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

- In between we know that ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD TO THOSE WHO 

LOVE GOD, TO THOSE WHO ARE THE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE! (Romans 

8:28) 
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