RESYNC

ReSync: Knowing Your Enemy
Text: Revelation 12:9-10
Teaching Team and Grow Group Coordinator Adam Mclntire

1. Let’s play some word association. What is the first thing that pops into your mind when you hear
the word, “evangelism”?

2. ReadJohn 15:4-5. Jesus commands his followers to abide or remain in him. Another way of putting
it would be, “stay synced up with me.”

a. Why does Jesus want his disciples to stay synced up with him?

b. Certainly, staying synced up with Christ has immeasurable personal benefits, but what
jumps out at you about the truth that God doesn’t want it to stay with you?

c. How does that encourage or challenge you? How does it reframe your motivation for
staying synced up (or re-syncing) with God?

3. Reflect on your own personal faith story.

a. How were Christians actually a barrier to you being interested in and following Jesus?
b. Conversely, who were Christians who loved you well, met your needs, and earned your
trust, and how has that played a part in your faith journey?

4. Read 1John 3:8. While the concept of Satan often seems antiquated or even offensive to our
modern sensibilities, Jesus talked about Satan and took him seriously, (See Mark 4:15, Luke 10:18,
Luke 13:1, and John 13:27) and therefore so should we. Satan means Accuser or Adversary, and he
lives to tempt, accuse, and condemn.

a. How do you experience his accusation and condemnation, even if you never previously
considered that he might be the source?

b. How do you try to cover those areas up and “put on a show” for fear of being “found out”
and condemned?

¢. Jesus destroyed the works of the devil by bringing healing and restoration. What was our
greatest need, and how did Jesus meet that need?



d. How does Jesus’ victory over Satan give us victory over the accusation and condemnation
we experience?

e. Who is someone or a group of people that you are most tempted to respond with judgment
and accusation as opposed to a desire to be an advocate and meet needs?

Challenge: Now name a specific person with a specific need that you know of, especially someone
included in the answer you gave to the previous question. Who is it, and what is their need? What can you
do this week to be a part of meeting that need? Who can you be an advocate for this week?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, | bow in worship and praise before You. | cover myself with the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ as my protection during this time of prayer. | surrender myself completely and unreservedly in
every area of my life to Yourself. | do take a stand against all the workings of Satan that would hinder me
in this time of prayer, and | address myself only to the true and living God and refuse any involvement of
Satan in my prayer.

| am thankful that the victory the Lord Jesus Christ won for me on the cross and in His resurrection has
been given to me and that | am seated with the Lord Jesus Christ in the heavenlies; therefore, | declare
that all principalities and powers and all wicked spirits are subject to me in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I am thankful for the armor You have provided, and | put on the girdle of truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, the sandals of peace, the helmet of salvation. | lift up the shield of faith against all the fiery
darts of the enemy, and take in my hand the sword of the spirit, the Word of God, and use Your Word
against all the forces of evil in my life; and | put on this armor and live and pray in complete dependence
upon You, blessed Holy Spirit.

| am grateful, heavenly Father, that the Lord Jesus Christ spoiled all principalities and powers and made a
show of them openly and triumphed over them in Himself. | claim all that victory for my life today. | reject
out of my life all the insinuations, the accusations, and the temptations of Satan.

| refuse in this day to believe my feelings, and | hold up the shield of faith against all the accusations and
against all the insinuations that Satan would put in my mind. | claim the fullness of the will of God for
today.

| affirm, heavenly Father, that You have not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a
sound mind. | break and smash the strongholds of Satan formed against my emotions today, and | give my
emotions to You. | smash the strongholds of Satan formed against my will today, and | give my will to You,
and choose to make the right decisions of faith. | smash the strongholds of Satan formed against my body
today, and | give my body to You, recognizing that | am Your temple; and | rejoice in Your mercy and Your
goodness.

Heavenly Father, | pray that now through this day You would quicken me; show me the way that Satan is
hindering and tempting and lying and counterfeiting and distorting the truth in my life. Enable me to be
the kind of person that would please You. Enable me to be aggressive in prayer. Enable me to be
aggressive mentally and to think Your thoughts after You, and to give You Your rightful place in my life.



Again, | now cover myself with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and pray that You, blessed Holy Spirit,
would bring all the work of the crucifixion, all the work of the resurrection, all the work of the
glorification, and all the work of Pentecost into my life today. | surrender myself to You.

| refuse to be discouraged. You are the God of all hope. You have proven Your power by resurrecting Jesus
Christ from the dead, and | claim in every way Your victory over all satanic forces active in my life, and |
reject these forces; and | pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ with thanksgiving. Amen.

Excerpt from “The Adversary’, Mark |. Bubeck. Dr. Mark |. Bubeck is the founder and president emeritus of
ICBCG, inc. A pastor for over 40 years, Dr. Bubeck is the author of The Adversary , Overcoming the Adversary,
The Rise of Fallen Angels, and Raising Lambs Among Wolves .
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Satan’s Ten Strategies Against You

Article by John Piper
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... that we would not be outwitted by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his designs. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

One of the most sobering facts about life is that all humans have a supernatural enemy whose aim is to
use pain and pleasure to make us blind, stupid, and miserable — forever. The Bible calls him “the devil and
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world . . . the accuser” (Revelation 12:9-10), “the ruler of this world” (John
12:31), and “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

He is our “adversary [who] prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Yet,
in the most appalling and unwitting bondage, the whole world willingly “follows the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). At his most
successful, his subjects march obliviously to destruction, and take as many with them as they can.

The “good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18) that | wrote about under the title “Awake and at War” includes the
daily resistance of this enemy (1 Peter 5:9; James 4:7), the daily refusal to give him an opportunity
(Ephesians 4:27), and the daily stand against his schemes (Ephesians 6:11).

Satan’s Leash — and Impending Doom

God is sovereign over Satan. The devil does not have a free hand in this world. He is on a leash, so that he
can do no more than God permits. In effect, he must get permission — as in the case of Simon Peter, where
Jesus discloses, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has asked to have you, that he might sift you like wheat”
(Luke 22:31). And the case of Job: “The Lord said to Satan, “Behold, Job is in your hand; only spare his life”
(Job 2:6).




So evidently God sees the ongoing role of Satan as essential for his purposes in the world, since, if God

willed, Satan would be thrown into the lake of fire now, instead of at the end of the age. “The devil who
had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and . .. will be tormented day and night forever and
ever” (Revelation 20:10). His complete defeat is coming and sure. But not yet.

Unwitting Servant of Our Sanctification

God intends that part of our preparation for heaven be a life of warfare with hell. He calls it a “good
warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18) and a “good fight” (1 Timothy 6:12). It is good, not because we might be killed
(which we might! — Revelation 2:10), but because these fire-fights refine the gold of our faith (1 Peter 1:7),
in life and death.

God is the great General in this warfare. He has given us the walkie-talkie of prayer to call for help: “Take .
.. the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times” (Ephesians 6:17-18).

He sees behind enemy lines, and knows exactly the strategies that will be used against us. He has written
them down in a wartime manual “so that we would not be outwitted by Satan.” The reason we will not be
outwitted is that “we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Corinthians 2:11).

Primer on Satan’s Strategies
If you need a refresher for what those “designs” are, here is a summary. May God make you a mighty

warrior! May he “train your hands for war and your fingers for battle” (Psalm 144:1).

1. Satan lies, and is the father of lies.

“When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). The
first time Satan appears in the Bible in Genesis 3, the first words on his lips are suspicious of the truth
(“Did God say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?”). And the second words on his lips were a
subtle falsehood (“You will not die”). John says that Satan “has nothing to do with the truth, because there
is no truth in him” (John 8:44). We are dealing with the essence of falsehood and deception.

2. He blinds the minds of unbelievers.

“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). So he not only speaks what is false. He hides what is true.
He keeps us from seeing the treasure of the gospel. He lets us see facts, even proofs, but not preciousness.

3. He masquerades in costumes of light and righteousness.

In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Paul says that some people are posing as apostles who are not. He explains
like this: “Even Satan disquises himself as an angel of light. So it is not strange if his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness.”

In other words, Satan has servants who profess enough truth to join the church, and from inside teach
what Paul calls “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). Jesus says they will be like wolves in sheep’s
clothing (Matthew 7:15). Acts 20:30 says they will not spare the flock, but will draw people away to
destruction. Without God’s gift of discernment (Philippians 1:9), our love will be suckered into stupidity.



4. Satan does signs and wonders.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:9, the last days are described like this: “The coming of the lawless one by the activity
of Satan will be with all power, and with signs and wonders of the lie.” That's my awkward translation.
Some translate it “with false signs and wonders.” But this makes the signs and wonders look unreal. In fact,
some people do say that Satan can only fake miracles. | doubt it. And even if it’s true, his fake is going to
be good enough to look real to almost everybody.

‘God intends that part of our preparation for heaven be a life of warfare with hell.”

One reason | doubt that Satan can only fake his miracles is that in Matthew 24:24 Jesus describes the last
days like this: “False Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead
astray, if possible, even the elect.” There is no hint that these “signs and wonders” will be tricks.

Let your confidence be grounded in something far deeper than any supposed inability of Satan to do signs
and wonders. Even real signs and wonders in the service of anti-Christian assertions, prove nothing, even
when they are done “in the name of Jesus.” “Lord, Lord, did we not do many mighty works in your name?”
To which Jesus will reply, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness” (Matthew 7:22 -
23). The problem was not that the signs and wonders weren’t real, but that they were in the service of sin.

5. Satan tempts people to sin.

This is what he did unsuccessfully to Jesus in the wilderness — he wanted him to abandon the path of
suffering and obedience (Matthew 4:1-11). This is what he did successfully to Judas in the last hours of
Jesus’s life (Luke 22:3-6). And in 2 Corinthians 11:3, Paul warns against this for all the believers: “l am
afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and
pure devotion to Christ.”

6. Satan plucks the word of God out of people’s hearts and chokes faith.

Jesus told the parable of the four soils in Mark 4:1-9. In it, the seed of the word of God is sown, and some
falls on the path and birds quickly take it away. He explains in verse 15, “Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word which was sown in them.” Satan snatches the word because he hates faith which the
word produces (Romans 10:17).

Paul expresses his concern for the faith of the Thessalonians like this: “| sent to learn about your faith, for
fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain” (1 Thessalonians 3:5).
Paul knew that Satan’s design is to choke off the faith of people who have heard the word of God.

7. Satan causes some sickness and disease.

Jesus healed a woman once who was bent over and could not straighten herself. When some criticized him
for doing that on the Sabbath, he said, “Ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound
for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” (Luke 13:16). Jesus saw Satan as the one
who had caused this disease.

‘God is sovereign over Satan. The devil has no free hand in this world. He is on a leash, and can do only
what God permits.”



In Acts 10:38, Peter described Jesus as one who “went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil.” In other words, the devil often oppresses people with illness. This too is one of his
designs.

But don’t make the mistake of saying every sickness is the work of the devil. To be sure, even when a
“thorn in the flesh” is God’s design for our sanctification, it also may be the “messenger of Satan” (2
Corinthians 12:7). But there are other instances in which the disease is solely attributed to God’s design
without reference to Satan: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be displayed in him” (John 9:3). Jesus feels no need to bring Satan in as the culprit in his own
merciful designs.

8. Satan is a murderer.

Jesus said to those who were planning to kill him, “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth” (John
8:44). John says, “Do not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother” (1 John 3:12).
Jesus told the blameless church at Smyrna, “The devil is about to throw some of you into prison. ... Be
faithful unto death, and | will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).

To put it in a word, Satan is blood-thirsty. Christ came into the world that we might have life and have it
abundantly (John 10:10). Satan comes that he might destroy life wherever he can and in the end make it
eternally miserable.

9. Satan fights against the plans of missionaries.

Paul tells of how his missionary plans were frustrated in 1 Thessalonians 2:17-18: “We endeavored the
more eagerly, and with great desire, to see you face to face; because we wanted to come to you ... but
Satan hindered us.” Satan hates evangelism and discipleship, and he will throw every obstacle he can in
the way of missionaries and people with a zeal for evangelism.

10. Satan accuses Christians before God.

Revelation 12:10 says, “I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, ‘Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.” Satan’s defeat is sure. But his accusations
haven’t ceased.

It is the same with us as it was with Job. Satan says to God about us, They don’t really love you; they love
your benefits. “Stretch out your hand and touch all that [they have], and [they] will curse you to your face”
(Job 1:11). Their faith isn’t real. Satan accuses us before God, as he did Job. But it is a glorious thing that
followers of Jesus have an advocate who “always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

Satan Will Not Win
Those are some of Satan’s designs. The path to victory in this warfare is to hold fast to Christ who has
already dealt the decisive blow.

e 1John 3:8:“The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil.”



e Hebrews 2:14: “Christ took on human nature that through death he might destroy him who has the
power of death, that is, the devil.”

e Colossians 2:15: “God disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in him.” In other words, the decisive blow was struck at Calvary.

e Mark 3:27: “No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the
strong man.”

e Revelation 20:10 says one day the warfare will be over: “The devil . . . [will be] thrown into the lake
of fire and brimstone . .. and will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” (See Matthew
8:29; 25:41)

Resist!

James says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you!” (James 4:7). How do we do that? Here is how they
did it according to Revelation 12:11: “They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.” They embraced the triumph of Christ by
his blood. They spoke that truth in faith. They did not fear death. And they triumphed.

The New Testament highlights prayer as the pervasive accompaniment of every battle. “Take ... the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication” (Ephesians 6:17-18).

‘Do not be outwitted by Satan. God sees behind enemy lines and tells us all we need to know to not be
ignorant of Satan’s designs.”

As the close of this age draws near, and Satan rages, Jesus calls us to wartime prayer: “Watch at all times,
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). Similarly, Peter makes an urgent call to end-time prayer: “The end of all things is
at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers” (1 Peter 4:7).

Even Jesus fought against the devil on our behalf with the weapon of prayer. He said to Peter in Luke
22:31-32, “Satan has asked to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but | have prayed for you that
your faith may not fail.” So Jesus illustrates for us the opposition of a specific satanic threat with prayer.

And, of course, Jesus instructed us to make prayer a daily weapon for protection in general: “Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 6:13). That is, deliver us from the successful temptation
of the evil one. Do you confront the designs of the devil with the focused and determined power of prayer?

No Neutral Zone

The question is not whether you want to be in this war. Everyone is in it. Either we are defeated by the
devil and thus following, like cattle to the slaughter, “the prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2), or
we are resisting — “resist him, firm in your faith!” (1 Peter 5:9).




There is no neutral zone. You either triumph “by the blood of the Lamb and the word of your testimony,” or
you will be enslaved by Satan. Therefore, “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy
2:3), and “wage the good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18). Pray without ceasing!

The Lord Jesus is no less a warrior today than in the days of old. So | urge you again: Come to him as
willing soldiers of the Prince of Peace and learn to say, “He trains my hands for war” (Psalm 144:1).

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/satan-s-ten-strategies-against-you



https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/satan-s-ten-strategies-against-you

