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FROM SLAVERY TO PRESENCE

Notice: What Is
Shaping You?

Israel had been set free, but they were still
being shaped by the world they had left behind.

In Exodus 32:

e They reassign what God has done. (v. 4)
e They remake the LORD. (wv. 1, 4)
e They redesign worship around themselves. (vv. 5-6)
* They keep religious language while
losing covenant faithfulness. (v. 5)

e They still claim YHWH while refusing
to obey YHWH. (vv. 7-8)

Ask:

e What am | unwilling to wait for God about?

e Where do | know what God has said,
but still struggle to trust who God is?

e What values around me are quietly
reshaping my understanding of God?

¥ A
In Community

1. Why do you think Israel found it easier
to reshape worship than to wait for God?

2. How can we tell the difference between
healthy cultural adaptation and allowing
culture to reshape our understanding of God?
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Listen: Freedom
Requires Formation

\ Israel had left Egypt, but Egypt had not completely left Israel.
i God had freed them from slavery, but they were still learning
to live as his people. Freedom changed their circumstances.
Formation would change what shaped them.

»» Freedom changes our circumstances.

Formation changes what shapes us. <<
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At Sinai, God gave clear words because he desired a people
whose trust, desires, worship, and obedience reflected his
! character. But when Moses was delayed, Israel went back to
| what was familiar and manageable.
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| L!!I EXODUS 32:8 (NRSV) ‘

“They have been quick to turn aside from the way
\ that I commanded them.”

This is still true for us. We are quick to drift when
pressure rises, when we grow impatient, or when
something else begins to look more reliable than God.

e PERSONAL REFLECTION e
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} Where might God be forming something in me
that freedom alone could not change?

@ IN COMMUNITY
1. Why do you think Israel was so quick to turn aside

once Moses was delayed?

2. What are some “modern Egyptians” that still pull on our
attention and shape our desires today?

\\_7_7_7 i —— 3iop4d ———— e e //




FROM SLAVERY TO PRESENCE
¢

Respond:

Pause - Name - Reorder

When pressure rises, resist the urge to reshape life around
fear, hurry, or control. Instead, practice a faithful pause so
that your response can be reordered around trust and obedience.

PAUSE

g Stop and notice what is driving you. Before you react, slow
down long enough to become aware of your emotions, your
assumptions, and your urgency.

>> What am I feeling? What is pushing me to act right now?

NAME

Identify the influence. Is it fear, control, success, approval,
comfort, hurry, or something else that is quietly shaping
your response?

>> What is shaping me most in this moment?

REORDER
e Bring that area back under what God has revealed. Ask

what faithfulness looks like here, and choose a response
shaped by trust in the Lord rather than pressure from

the moment.
>> What would faithfulness look like here?
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THIS WEEK

Choose one moment of pressure, uncertainty, or impatience.
Pause before responding. Name what is shaping you.
Then reorder your response around faithfulness to God.

L4

IN COMMUNITY
. Which part of Pause ¢ Name ¢ Reorder seems most difficult
in everyday life, and why?

2. How might this practice change the way a church or small
group responds to pressure, conflict, or uncertainty?
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