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Dear Brownson Church Family, 

As I reflect on these first few weeks of our fall together, one word keeps coming to mind: graƟ-
tude. We are off to a wonderful start, and there is so much happening at Brownson worth cele‐
braƟng. 

On Sunday mornings, classrooms are filling with people learning and growing together. Our 
new It Takes a Village class has been full, children and youth are parƟcipaƟng in faith for‐
maƟon and finding meaningful places in worship, and aŌer the service, people are lingering 
with lemonade—talking, laughing, and connecƟng. Those moments maƩer. Community is be-
ing formed. 

Our High School Beach Retreat is full, and the generosity surrounding it has been especially 
meaningful. AŌer seeing our children and youth parƟcipaƟng in worship, one member was 
moved to help sponsor families who needed assistance aƩending the church retreat. Another 
donor is considering making one of the largest giŌs in Brownson’s history and has asked to 
remain anonymous. I simply give thanks to God for these expressions of generosity and for the 
belief they represent in what God is doing through this church. 

Our ministry is reaching beyond our walls as well. I recently met with a wonderful group exploring the launch of StepUp, an adult mentoring pro‐
gram led by our own Jane Howard. We are also preparing to serve together through Rise Against Hunger, celebrate World Communion Sunday 
alongside ChrisƟans around the world, and welcoming new members into our Brownson family. 

There is a lot happening, but underneath all of it, I see something even more important: people are engaging. People are showing up. People are 
giving. People are connecƟng. People are taking ownership of this community we love. 

We oŌen talk about being “a missional community called to love and live in Christ.” I believe we are seeing what that looks like. 

It looks like a classroom full of people. It looks like lemonade and conversaƟon. It looks like children and youth finding their place in the life of the 
church. It looks like someone quietly saying, “I want to help a family go on that retreat.” It looks like generosity, mentoring, and serving our neigh‐
bors. It looks like gathering around Christ’s table. And it looks like new people saying, “This is a church where I want to belong.” 

Brownson, thank you. Thank you for your openness, your paƟence, and your energy. Thank you for trying new things, asking good quesƟons, 
showing up, and commiƫng yourselves to the life and ministry of this church. 

There is sƟll much to learn, and there will certainly be things we need to adjust along the way. But I believe something beauƟful is happening 
among us. 

God is at work at Brownson, and I am grateful to be on this journey with you. 

With graƟtude and hope, 

John 
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Communioʖ Calendaˀ 
Sunday, October 4 

Sunday, November 1 
Sunday, December 6 

2026 Sessioʖ of Brownsoʖ 
Alex Bowness | Anne Friesen | Art Edgerton | Betsy Robinson   
Bill Berger | Charles Harris | Chris Hunt | B. ChrisƟan Freberg   

David Malan | Donna Chapin Farra Wilson | Gena Smith  
Jane Howard | Jan Stone | Jeff Ward | John Krahnert  

Kara Vonderkall  | Keith Walvoord | Lisa Hughes | Mandy Berg  
Patrick Depenbrock | Pat Henry | Roy Cameron  

Ryan Morrison | Ruth Burgin | Hardin Freberg (Y) | Ella Hall (Y)  

The Session of Brownson met on Monday, September 21,2026. 
 
The monthly devoƟonal was provided by Elder Roy Cameron. He related 
his experience with a children’s sermon in which the discussion related to 
the establishment of churches. He emphasized that the Church is not de‐
fined by buildings, but rather is represented by the people - that group is 
bound together by faith and proceeding in their mission to complete 
God’s purpose in the best manner possible. 
 
Clerk of Session Art Edgerton provided a brief update on the next steps 
for the All Together IniƟaƟve. There is a scheduled meeƟng of the Trans‐
formaƟon Team on Monday, September 28. At that Ɵme, the feedback 
from the “Tell Me a Story” event held on Sunday, 9/13 will be reviewed. 
The Team will reflect on what the congregaƟon shared about Brownson’s 
values and giŌedness and how that shapes our disƟnct calling. The IniƟa‐
Ɵve’s next steps will be to look outward, engaging the community at large 
to idenƟfy mission opportuniƟes. 
 
Rev. Hage reviewed new adult educaƟon programs that will be available 
this fall that include two new classes: “It Takes a Village” and “Another 
Chapter”. AddiƟonally, there are Sunday opƟons for youth of all ages., in‐
cluding “Grow, Discover and Shine” for youth through fiŌh grade and 
“Faith Lab”  for Brownson youth. He added that the hope is that these 
programs will prove to be invitaƟonal, hospitable, and flexible. 
Staying Connected IniƟaƟve, an effort is underway to update and validate 
the Brownson membership roles. The Book of Order states that: “The Ses‐
sion may delete names from the roll of the congregaƟon when a member 
so requests, or has moved or otherwise ceased to parƟcipate acƟvely in 
the work and worship of the congregaƟon for a period of two years.  

 
The Session shall seek to restore mem‐
bers to acƟve parƟcipaƟon and shall 
provide wriƩen noƟce before deleƟng 
names due to member inacƟvity.” A 
number of members have been idenƟ‐
fied as no longer being local residents 
and therefore, no parƟcipaƟon in the 
acƟviƟes of the church for at least two 
years. A proposed leƩer to be sent to 
these inacƟve members seeks to estab‐
lish contact, detail ways that the mem‐
ber could re-engage with the life of the 
church, but also confirm their deacƟva‐
Ɵon if they so request. The list of mem‐
bers to contact and the leƩer were ap‐
proved by Session vote.  
 
Mandy Berg, Chair of the 2026 Nomi‐
naƟng CommiƩee shared the slate of 
nominees selected for the Elder Class 
of 2029 and the Session approved a 
CongregaƟonal MeeƟng to be held on 
Sunday, October 18 for the purpose of 
approving that slate. 
 
There will be a Called Session meeƟng 
on Sunday, October 4 to welcome new 
members. 
 
 



 

 

Our Sunday morning programs meet at 9:30 AM. At 9 
AM in the Atrium, grab a cup of coffee and a donut from 
Higher Grounds and join one of our welcoming classes 
for adults! 
 

The Living Word Today (hybrid) | ROOM A - This class 
discusses current events through the lens of our Chris‐
Ɵan faith, using The Wired Word curriculum. Join us on 
Sunday mornings in person or on Zoom. Led by rotaƟng 
leaders (Gail Cameron as the contact). hƩps://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85450413352?
pwd=PTISovvYj0DZS1CnbZr35JDE3RqbUD.1  
 

The Ligon Class | ROOM B —This class studies The Pre-
sent Word quarterly curriculum. Rooted in tradiƟon and 
rich in fellowship, this class offers a welcoming place to 
deepen your understanding of Scripture and grow in 
faith alongside others. Through engaging lessons, 
thoughƞul discussion, and the wisdom of shared experi‐
ences, this longƟme Brownson class conƟnues to build 
community while exploring what it means to faithfully 
follow Christ. Led by Mary Margaret McNeill and Linda 
Branch. 
 

Donuts and DevoƟonals | ROOM C—Bring your coffee 
and donuts on Sunday mornings as we discuss scripture 
from the current week’s sermon. Led by Rotating Lead-
ers (Elizabeth Doolin as contact).  

It takes a Village | CORNERSTONE LIBRARY—Life is 
beƩer when we don’t navigate it alone! It Takes a Vil‐
lage is a community for young adults journeying 
through the joys, challenges, and transiƟons of this sea‐
son of life. Whether you’re developing your career, 
starƟng a family, building relaƟonships, or simply trying 
to find your people, this class offers a place to connect, 
grow in faith, and support one another along the way. 
Come find your village—and grow together in faith and 
life. Led by John Hage and some surprise guest leaders! 
 
Another Chapter | CORNERSTONE CONFERENCE 
ROOM—Every season of life brings new opportuniƟes 
to grow, connect, and deepen our faith. Another Chap‐
ter is designed for seasoned adults who may be navi‐
gaƟng an empty nest, approaching reƟrement, or simply 
wondering what God has in store for the next chapter. 
Together, this group will explore chapters of the Bible 
while sharing the joys, quesƟons, and possibiliƟes that 
come with this season of life. Your next chapter is sƟll 
being wriƩen—come discover it in faith and community. 
Led by John and Janee Cates and some surprise guest 
leaders! 

Mid-Week Adult Studies 
Men's Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast – This group meets 
the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7 AM at 
Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. All men of the church are welcome 
to join! For more informaƟon, please contact Bill Ber-
ger at bill.ctr.berger1@gmail.com.  
 

Brownson Moms’ Book Club–This month we are reading 
Inspired by Rachel Held Evans, and will gather for discus‐
sion on Wednesday, October 14, at 7 PM in the Youth 
Suite. We read and discuss books, faith, families, and 
come together for fellowship. Contact Elizabeth Doolin 
for more informaƟon at elizabeth@brownsonchurch.org. 
See our Fall Schedule Below, and a picture of our group 
at our Kick-Off last month at the Wine Cellar!  
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Brownson Buddies & Mission Update 
Brownson Buddies is off to a great school year at our new volun-
teer site—the Trinity Unit of the Boys & Girls Club of the Sandhills! 
Volunteers serve Monday through Thursday aŌer school, helping 
kindergarten through fourth-grade students with reading, vocabu‐
lary, homework, and group games. The aŌernoons are filled with 
lots of learning, joy, and smiles! There are sƟll spots available! 
Choose the day that works for you and join us in this meaningful 
mission. 

Thank you for your generous support of our annual Shoe Drive for 
the North Moore Family Resource Center. While we fell short of our 
goal, many children will begin the school year with a new pair of 
shoes because of your generosity. 

And more good news—we've reached our pounds-of-food goal! 
Now we're closing in on our volunteer-hours goal. Help us reach it 
by signing up for Rise Against Hunger on October 4 following wor-
ship. 

Thank you, Brownson, for puƫng your faith into acƟon! 
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As we enter the start of the new programmaƟc year, this is a great Ɵme to get plugged into the work of Congrega‐
Ɵonal Care! There are so many ways that we can share Christ’s love with our Brownson family: through the 
Wednesday Prayer Group, Stephen Ministry, the VisitaƟon Ministry Team, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the Funeral 
Care Team, Martha’s Friends, the Hospital Team, and more. If you feel God nudging you to get involved in the work 
of care, please contact Elizabeth Doolin at elizabeth@brownsonchurch.org. 

Mark your calendars for the Blessing of the Ani-
mals coming up on Sunday, October 11, at 4 PM 
in the grass parking lot as we honor God’s crea‐
Ɵon and our special pet friends! Please bring pets 
that socialize well around other animals. If you 
know your pet is not the social type, you may 
bring a collar or a picture to have blessed in‐
stead! All dogs must be leashed, and cats and 
small animals should be in a carrier. All pets must 
be up to date on vaccines. We will also be ac‐
cepƟng donaƟons of pet food for the Sandhills 
CoaliƟon Pet Pantry. 

 
 

Our Home Communion Team will serve communion to 
homebound members of Brownson the aŌernoon of 
Sunday, November 1. Home Communion training will 
be held on Sunday, October 25 at 11:45 AM in Confer‐
ence Room A for those who have not been trained. If 
you are a Ruling Elder or Stephen Minister and would 
like to serve, please contact our Home Communion Co‐
ordinator, Barbara Gaylord, at bedfordbarba‐
ra@yahoo.com. AddiƟonally, if you are homebound 
and would like to receive communion, or if you know of 
someone who would, please email that informaƟon to 
Barbara as well.  
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Hospital Admission Reminder - If you are ever admiƩed to Moore Regional Hospital, please remember to list Brownson as your church 
affiliaƟon when you check in. This helps the hospital noƟfy us so we can pray for you, reach out, and visit you during your stay. We want to 
be there for you when you need us!  

Stephen Ministry: Bringing Communion Home 
At our September Stephen Ministry meeƟng, Rev. Elizabeth Doolin led a ConƟnuing EducaƟon session on Home 
Communion. 

Stephen Ministers will be trained and paired with an Elder to bring Communion to Brownson members who are 
homebound. Several Stephen Ministers who have parƟcipated in Home Communion in the past shared how mean‐
ingful it was to break bread, share the cup, and experience that sacred moment together. 

This ministry is a beauƟful reminder that being All Together doesn’t always mean being in the same building. 
Through personal connecƟon, shared faith, and the Lord’s Table, we conƟnue to strengthen the bonds of our 
Brownson church family—wherever we may be. 



 

 

Staying Connected 
As Brownson continues to grow, 
we want to make sure we can stay 
connected with and care well for 
every member of our church fami-
ly. Staying Connected is our on-
going effort to update contact in-
formation and help keep our 
church records current. Over the 
coming months, we will be asking 
each household to verify their ad-
dress, phone, email, emergency 
contact, and directory preferences, 
and to provide a current photo for 
Realm if desired. So don’t be sur-
prised if you receive a call from 
the church office or a Grace 
Greeter! We’ll be reaching out to 
help make sure we have the most 
current information for you and 
your household. This is more than 
an administrative task—it is one 
way we care for one another as the 
Body of Christ. Thank you for help-
ing Brownson stay connected! 

REGISTER TO SERVE: BROWNSONCHURCH.ORG/REGISTRATION 
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Presbyterian Women at Brownson  

Circle Calendar and Leaders 
  
Cඑකඋඔඍ 2 
   2nd Tuesday—10 AM 
   Room C 

Elaine Sills 
elainemorgansills@gmail.com 910-690-5379 

  
Cඑකඋඔඍ 3 
   2nd Monday—11 AM 
   Room C 

Sandra Olbon 
foxhuntlane@gmail.com 910-603-4804 

  
Cඑකඋඔඍ 4 
   1st Thursday—10:30 AM 
   Room C 

Kathy McPherson 
kathy@clanmcpherson.com 910-420-0413 

  
Cඑකඋඔඍ 6 
   2nd Monday—10 AM 
   Room B 

Libby Marsh 
72bulbqueen18@gmail.com 910-690-9600 

Cඑකඋඔඍ 7 
  3කඌ Wඍඌඖඍඛඌඉඡ – 10 AM 
  R඗඗ඕ C 
  

Lisa Beck 
eliza.beck7@gmail.com 
 

910-639-5827 
 

New SelecƟon of Notecards available 
soon: 
Presbyterian Women announce the all 
new selecƟon of Notecards with origi‐
nal artwork created by Brownson’s 
member arƟsts. The new selecƟon will 
be available in October. BeauƟful art‐
work by your Brownson friends:  

Linda Bryant 
Linda Gurnik 

Ginger Monroe 
Shirley McIver 

Lisa Beck  
Julie MarƟn 

Sandra Olbon 
Bonnie Hanly 

The Presbyterian Women Opened the New Bible Study Season with a Gath‐
ering on September 21. 

Guest speaker Cinnamon LeBlanc of First Health Fitness gave an interesƟng 
and interacƟve presentaƟon on balance and yoga for today’s woman. 
Healthy snacks were served by Circle #6. 

PW Gatherings are open to all Brownson Members.  
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Brownson Kids Programs are in full swing for the fall, 
and we’ve been so grateful to see so many of you to‐
gether again! Though summer is wonderful, it’s al‐
ways amazing to seƩle into a bit of a rhythm and see 
some of our favorite liƩle friends again. 
  
We kicked off two new classes at 9:30 AM on Sunday 
mornings, and our classrooms full of children were 
such a giŌ! We are walking through the Bible starƟng 
in Genesis, laying a foundaƟon of Scripture and God’s 
love for our liƩle ones. If your child is not plugged 
into a 9:30 Faith FormaƟon class, we would love for 
them to join us in the BLC! 
  
At 10:30, our kiddos have thoroughly enjoyed being 
together for worship! Our volunteers have been ex‐
ponenƟally busier, but they’ve been teaching about 
how God has a special job for each of us. No maƩer 
what our age, there is a missing piece when we’re not 
all serving and working together! 
  
5:00 Kids Connect kicked off with lots of fun, fellow‐
ship, and food! We are excited to offer a different 
schedule this fall: 2nd Sunday  - Kids Connect, 3rd Sun‐
day – Monthly Mission, and 4th Sunday- Church Fami‐
ly Nights. These family nights will be for all ages – not 
just kiddos in K – 5th grade. Bring your preschooler, 
your baby, your family, and have fun and fellowship 
with other families at Brownson! 
  
Coming Up for Kids Programs: 
October 4 – Rise Against Hunger 
October 18 – Bells at Bell Meade Service Project 
October 25 – Trunk or Treat 
November 13 – 15 – Church Retreat 
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As youth group really gets un‐
derway on Sunday nights, the 
youth will be exploring the 
theme verse for the year, Jere‐
miah 29:11, “For surely I know 
the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a fu‐
ture with hope.” Through the 
stories of God’s children in the 
Bible, we learn that God’s plan 
doesn’t always lead us in the di‐
recƟon we think it should but 
that he is a God we can trust. 

Upcoming Events 
October 4 
· Faith Lab - join us for a morn‐

ing filled with music. 
· Youth help set-up Rise 

Against Hunger. 10:30 AM in 
the fellowship hall. 

· Youth group. 5-7 PM. Chris‐
Ɵans vs Romans. 

October 11 
· Faith Lab- wriƟng workshop 

with Pastor Elizabeth. 
· Youth group. 5-7 PM. Pump‐

kin carving contest. 
October 18 
· Faith Lab - yoga. 
· Youth sing in worship at 

10:30 AM! 
· Youth Group. 3-5:30 PM. 

Sunday Serve. 
October 25 
· Faith Lab - finding God in 

games and play 
· Trunk or Treat. 4-6 PM. Youth 

run games! 
· High School Bible study: Oc‐

tober 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. 7:30-
8:20 AM at PineScone South‐
ern Pines. 

 

 

Sunday Serve 
Calling all Brownson congre‐
gants! Do you need a liƩle help 
around the house? Could you 
use some young and able-
bodied people to help get a 
project done? Maybe you need 
bushes trimmed or heavy box‐
es moved or all that pine straw 
taken care of. On Sunday, Oc‐
tober 18, Brownson Youth will 
be heading out in teams to 
serve the wonderful people of 
our church in an effort to give 
back and live out our faith. If 
you would like to take part in 
this and have a project we 
could help with, please reach 
out to Erin at 
youth@brownsonchurch.org or 
443-223-8930. 
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