
May 10, 2020      Pastor John Welborn 

House Arrest: Making the Best of a Bad Situation 
An Opportunity for Harmony 

Colossians 3:17-4:1 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! Today, I have asked Ashley to help me teach on a 
topic that is right in her wheelhouse: Harmony. Also, we will be going on 
FaceBook LIVE tomorrow night at 7pm for a Q&A.  
 

Harmony defined… 
1. Combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce 

chords & progressions having a pleasing effect. 
2. The arrangement of any parallel narratives, which presents a single 

continuous narrative text. 
 

Harmony is beautiful in music and essential for truth discovery, but it is also 
valuable to us as we socially distance and love our neighbors in this season 
of COVID-19. 
 

Main Idea: House Arrest provides a Great Opportunity for Harmony 
 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, submit to your 
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, & do not be harsh 
with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. Bondservants, 
obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, 
as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, 
work heartily, as for the Lord & not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. For the 
wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, & there is no partiality. 
Masters, treat your bondservants justly & fairly, knowing that you also have a 
Master in heaven.”  Colossians 3:17-4:1 
 

I. Harmony Begins in a Relationship with Jesus – vs. 17 
 

“Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices & have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator.” Colossians 3:9-10 
 

 “…do nothing apart from his direction, approval & purposes. Living in accord 
with his name means in harmony with his revealed will, in subjection to his 
authority, in dependence on his power.” Richard R. Melick 
 

II. Harmony Extends to All Areas of Life – 3:18-4:1 
 

Three Key Areas of Life in Need of Harmony: 
• Marriage Relationship (vs. 18-19): Most intimate relationship 

o Wives: Women and men are equally loved, valued & image-
bearers of God. God’s ways are best, & they work! It is fitting to 
the Lord that wives willingly submit to the Godly authority of 
husbands. (Questions? Monday @ 7pm)   

o Husbands: Nowhere does the scripture command husbands to 
attempt to ‘make wives submit’ to their leadership. In fact, the 
scripture is clear that husbands are to love their wives in such a 
Christ-honoring way that it makes them desire submission.  

 

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church & gave himself up for 
her.” Ephesians 5:25 
 

• Family Relationship (20-21): Follows marriage relationships 
o Children: Honor God by honoring your parents. Paul here is 

talking about young children who are subject to parents, but the 
relationship remains throughout our lives. 

 

“Honor your father & your mother...” Exodus 20:12a 
 

o Parents: Honor God by encouraging your kids. Don’t tell them, 
either explicitly or implicitly, that they are not good enough. 
Discipline should be directed toward behavior, not personhood 
and should be over quickly. 99% of my kid’s interactions with 
me need to be positive, fun & affirming. 

 

“I know that my father loved me – but he did not seem to wish me to see it.” 
John Newton  
 

• Professional Relationship (3:22-4:1): Slavery (i.e. work, school) 
o Subordinate: Honor your supervisors’ authority whether they 

are watching or not. Work to honor God by doing our jobs with 
excellence. 

 

o Supervisor: Do not take advantage of your position because God 
is your ultimate authority & will hold you accountable. 

 

The only thing that will lead to ultimate harmony is to be like Jesus 
who was & is co-equal with God the Father & Spirit. 
 

“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” Colossians 2:9 
 

“For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of Him 
who sent Me.” John 6:38 
 

“When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all 
in all.” 1 Corinthians 15:28 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.” 
Philippians 2:5-8 
 

You can become like Jesus because Jesus became like you! 
 

Sources & Further Reading Opportunities: 
• 1001 Humorous Illustrations – Michael Hodgin (1994) 
• Bible Exposition Commentary – Warren Wiersbe (1996) 
• Letter to the Colossians – William Barclay (1975) 
• Holman Commentary: Galatians-Colossians – Max Anders (1999) 
• Colossians – Kent Hughes (1996) 
• Word Pictures in the New Testament – A.T. Robertson (1933) 
• Tyndale Bible Dictionary – W.A. Elwell & P.W. Comfort (2001) 
• Philippians, Colossians & Philemon – R.R. Melick (1991) 
• A Man of Grace & Grit: Paul – Charles Swindoll (2002) 



 
 
	
	
	
	


