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Unstoppable Kingdom
Locally: The Beauty of the Kingdom
Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  Acts 2:42-47

Main Idea:  Following Jesus is a day-to-day reality that shows the world the beauty of God’s Kingdom.
 
We can see 3 ways the early church displayed the beauty of God’s kingdom in Acts 2:42-47

I.  They devoted themselves to the Kingdom.
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  Acts 2:42

We learn and grow together from God’s word  
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17

We worship together  
“...not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Hebrews 10:25 

We pray together  
“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”  Matthew 18:19-20 

We go through the highs and lows of life together  
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”  Romans 12:15

II. They loved one another within the Kingdom.
“And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts…”  Acts 2:44-46
The motivation for their generosity and care was their genuine love for one another:
“ In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  Acts 20:35

“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 1 John 3:18

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  Philippians 2:4 

Not only does it work better, but it sets us apart as members of God’s kingdom!
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

III. They shared the Kingdom with the world.
“And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles…praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  Acts 2:43,47  

“As the word went out, ‘Everyone was filled with awe’ - not just because ‘many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles,’ but because everything worked together to bring about a profound sense of God. This awe and soul-fear was not terror, but something like Isaiah experienced when he saw the holiness of God.”  R. K. Hughs

Did you see the result?  “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” Acts 2:47   May that always be our measure of success & health!

“Their Christian faith was a day-to-day reality, not a once-a-week routine. Why? Because the risen Christ was a living reality to them, and His resurrection power was at work in their lives through the spirit.”   Warren Wiersbe

Is this a reality for you too? You are invited into the Kingdom! Look to Jesus today!
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Romans 10:13
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