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Marks of a Disciple 
Community Around Jesus 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

Intro: The most common term used in the Bible to describe those who have 
been saved is not Christian, believer or follower…it’s disciple! Our mission at 
Salem Church is to Make Disciples & Multiply Churches. But before you can 
make a disciple, you must be a disciple… 
 

I Am a Disciple of Jesus Christ 
 

We are looking at 7 Marks of a Disciple from the Bible. We’ve seen Faith in 
Jesus, Growth into Jesus, Mission for Jesus, Love of Jesus, Worship to 
Jesus & now we will consider Mark # 6 which is Community Around Jesus. 
 

Individualism: American society is ardently individualistic. We believe in 
individual rights and freedoms. Unfortunately, many disciples in highly 
individualist-minded societies (like our own) have adopted a consumerist 
approach to their involvement in a church. If the church meets their needs, 
they show up. If not, they’ll find another one that will. And many times, it’s a 
week-by-week decision. But… 
 

“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have 
the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another.” Romans 12:4-5 
 

Being a disciple of Jesus is to join a Community Around Jesus. 
 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  
Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

I. Community Explained  
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
Hebrews 10:24 
 

• Consider – Thoughtfulness regarding something important. 
• Stir up – Provoke in a good way. Encourage. (Cattle prod) 
• One Another – Members together (common phrase in NT). 
• Love – Tangible affection, synonymous with God’s love (John 3:16) 
• Good Works – Deeds of virtue, synonymous with Jesus’s work. 

 

A community of faith like Salem Church is to be constantly thinking of how 
we can stir up one another to greater love and good works! The scripture 
calls us the “church” which is a translation of the word “ecclesia” which 
means a “called out assembly” and a “called out people” who faithfully 
participate with the assembly. In community around Jesus, there are two 
ways this works: 
 

• Church Gathered – Worship services, groups, community projects 
• Church Scattered – Neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, homes 

II. Community Exhibited 
“Not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Hebrews 10:25 

 

• Don’t Neglect – Don’t desert, abandon, or leave behind. 
• Meeting Together – The assembly of disciples in any form. 
• Encouraging One Another – Call somebody, invite them back. 
• See the Day Approaching – Appointment on a court docket. 

 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread 
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47 
 

We know that we were not made to live in isolation since we were made in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:27) and God has eternally existed in three distinct 
persons: Father, Son & Holy Spirit. This relationship within the Godhead 
functions in perfect harmony and is a beautiful example of what the church 
should strive to exhibit. Even in an ardently individualistic society, we must 
pursue with every fiber of our being community around Jesus. Why? 
 

I am a Disciple of Jesus Christ…and I am in Community Around Him 
 

Around Jesus: We ultimately have one thing in common…Jesus! 
 

Sources and Further Reading Opportunities: 
• Bible Exposition Commentary – Warren Wiersbe (1996) 
• IVP Bible Background Commentary – Craig Keener (1993) 
• Word Pictures in the New Testament – A. T. Robertson (1933) 
• Complete Word Study Dictionary of the NT – Spiros Zodhiates (1993) 
• Hebrews, James (Vol 10) – Thomas D. Lea (1999) 
• Tyndale Bible Dictionary – Walter Elwell & P.W. Comfort (2001) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	


