
February 23, 2020      Dan Suarez 
Lifeline 

Jesus is Our Savior from Selfishness 
Luke 10:25-37 

“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”  But he, 
desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 
set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, 
and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these 
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 
likewise.”  Luke 10:25-37 
 
Main Idea: Jesus Gives us a Lifeline out of Selfishness and Leads us to a Life 
of Selfless Love 
  
Love that will give us a Lifeline out of Selfishness: 
 

A. Love God With All That You Are  
“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” Luke 10:25-28  
 
“And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
Matthew 22:37-40  
 
The Law is summed up by these two commands: Love God and Love People. 
The first four commandments are focused on loving God. The last six are 
focused on our love for others: 
 
Loving God 

1. You shall have no other gods. 
2. You shall not make idols. 
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord. 
4. Remember the Sabbath, keep it holy. 

 
 

Loving People 
5. Honor your father and mother. 
6. You shall not murder. 
7. You shall not commit adultery. 
8. You shall not steal. 
9. You shall not lie. 
10. You shall not covet. 

 
B. Love Requires Action  

”But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw 
him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.” Luke 10:29-32 
 
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” John 13:35 
 
 “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” James 2:14-17 
 

C. Love Without Boundaries  
“But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw 
him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to 
be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”  
Luke 10:33-37 
 
“The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” 
John 4:9 
 
We know clearly who was the neighbor was, but the real question we must 
ask ourselves is this: to whom must I be a neighbor? Whenever people need 
us, at that very moment, we can become neighbors, and, like Jesus Christ, 
show mercy. Loving others is one of the many ways we put our faith into 
action. Like Christ, we die to our own needs, our preferences, our very own 
bodies and goods to show love and compassion to others. In the Gospel of 
John, Jesus commands that we love one another just as he has loved us. 
 
Main Idea: Jesus Gives us a Lifeline out of Selfishness and Leads us to 
a Life of Selfless Love 
 



 

	
	


