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Assurance in the Resurrection 

I Corinthians 15:1 - 11 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most attacked teaching of Christianity.. If the 
resurrection is not true, then everything about Christianity crumbles. The Apostle Paul 
writes: 

 
 “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.”  

1 Corinthians 15:17-19 

 

Main Idea: The Belief in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is Foundational for the 
Believer 

 
“Now I would remind you brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by  which you are saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you--unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have falled asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, he appeared to one untimely born, 
he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed.” 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 

Three Important Truths for the Believer to Find Assurance in the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

I. The Resurrection is Essential to the Gospel Message 

 

● All Mankind is Sinful: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Romans 3:23a 
● All are Deserving of Death: ”For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23a 
● Christ Died for Sinners: “...but God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 
● Place Your Faith in Christ: “...because if you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” Romans 10:9 

 

II. The Resurrection is Affirmed by Scripture       

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” I Corinthians 

15:4 

 

Christ died for our Sins: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:5 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live by righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  

1 Peter 2:24 

 

Christ Was Buried: “And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich 

man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in 
his mouth.” Isaiah 53:9 
“When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilae and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and 
wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 
had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and 

went away.” Matthew 27:57-60 

 

Christ was Raised: “For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy 
one to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10 

 
“But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” Acts 2:24 

 

III. The Resurrection was Witnessed by Many 
“And that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have falled asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of 
the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we 
preach and so you believed.”  

I Corinthians 15:5b-11 

   
  “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were  
                 unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that   

  These men had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13 
 
“All those who heard him were astonished and asked, ‘Isn’t he the man 

  who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name?   
  And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?’ Yet 

  Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in  

  Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.” Acts 9:21-22 
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