
January 26, 2020      Pastor John Welborn 

For The City 
We Belong to the City of God 

Jeremiah 29:8-14 
 

Social Gospel: Over 100 years ago there was a movement of significance among 
professing Christians that intentionally focused their attention on alleviating suffering 
like poverty, crime, illiteracy, addiction and warfare. This focus was designed to take 
attention away from the doctrines of sin, salvation, heaven, hell & the future kingdom 
of God. It was an attempt to turn the gospel (a distinctively counter-cultural belief 
system) into a particular set of moral principles, rather than the finished work of 
Christ. 
 

“The gospel Jesus preached did not have to do with social reform or social justice or 
political change. Rather than attempt to change governments & institutions, which are 
made up of people, Jesus came to change people’s hearts & point them to God’s kingdom. 
He preached the saving power of the gospel & the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.” 
Elmer Towns 
 

“For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: do not let your prophets & your 
diviners who are among you deceive you, & do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 
for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares 
the LORD. For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
visit you, & I will fulfill to you my promise & bring you back to this place. For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare & not for evil, to give you a 
future & a hope. Then you will call upon me & come & pray to me, & I will hear you. You 
will seek me & find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, 
declares the LORD, & I will restore your fortunes & gather you from all the nations & all 
the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, & I will bring you back to the 
place from which I sent you into exile.” Jeremiah 29:8-14 
 

Main Idea: I have been Sent by God to My City while still Belonging to 
His City 
 

I. Remember God’s Promises 
 

“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
visit you, & I will fulfill to you my promise…” Jeremiah 29:10a 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare & 
not for evil, to give you a future & a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 
 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go & prepare a place for you, I will come again & will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also.”  
John 14:1-3 
 

“When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory.” Colossians 3:4 
 

II. Trust God in Every Place 
 

“But our citizenship is in heaven, & from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself.”   Philippians 3:20-21 
 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel & the house of Judah.” Jeremiah 31:31 
 

‘And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Revelation 21:2 
 

III. Keep the Focus Completely on Him 
 

“Then you will call upon me...and I will hear you.” Jeremiah 29:12  
 

“The exiles in Babylon did not have to wait 70 years to have a relationship with 
God. He invited them into a personal relationship right away, in Babylon, in 
their suffering.” Phillip Graham Ryken 
 

“You will seek me & find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be 
found by you, declares the Lord…” Jeremiah 29:13-14a 
 

“Ask, & it will be given to you; seek, & you will find; knock, & it will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks receives, & the one who seeks finds, & to the 
one who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 
 

If we are going to be For the City, then we must keep things in proper perspective. 
We are sent to our city, to put down roots and to invest in our city, but we are 
never to become so focused on our city that we forget, we ultimately BELONG to 
the City of God! 
 

“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners & exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds & glorify 
God on the day of visitation.”  
1 Peter 2:11-12 
 

“The earthly city glories in itself, the Heavenly City glories in the Lord…the one 
is predestined to reign eternally with God, & the other to suffer eternal 
punishment with the devil.” Saint Augustine of Hippo (City of God) 
 

Every person must decide to which city he or she will belong: the City of Man or 
the City of God? As followers of Jesus, our primary allegiance is not to our 
families, our jobs or even our city…it’s to Christ & His kingdom! 
 

“But seek first the kingdom of God & his righteousness, & all these things will 
be added to you.” Matthew 6:33 
 

To the unbeliever, I invite you to Christ as the focal point of your life and savior of 
your soul. You can be For the City as you embrace a citizenship in the City of God 
that will never pass away! 
 

Sources & Further Reading Opportunities: 
• Jeremiah, Lamentations – F.B. Huey (1993) 
• Jeremiah & Lamentations – Phillip G. Ryken (2001)  
• Be Decisive – Warren Wiersbe (1996) 
• Commentaries on Jeremiah & Lamentations – J. Calvin (2010) 
• Jeremiah & Lamentations – R. Davidson (1983) 
• New Bible Commentary – D.A. Carson (1994) 
• Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the OT – Warren Wiersbe (1993) 
• Tyndale Concise Bible Commentary –J.C. Laney & R.B. Hughes (2001) 
• Insight for Living: Jeremiah – Chuck Swindoll 
• What is the Social Gospel? – Elmer Towns 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


