New World, Same Sin
Genesis 9:1-29

There’s a lie human beings have been telling themselves since Genesis 3. You've said it.
I've said it. We all have. “I'll never do that again.” “This time is different.” “I learned my

lesson.” “That was the last time.” In the moment, you mean it.

After the explosion of anger: “I'm done talking like that.” After the porn: “Never again.”
After the gossip: “I shouldn’t have said that.” After the drunkenness. After the

compromise. After the affair. You swear: “That version of me is dead.”

Give it time. A day. A week. A month. And somehow you end up standing in the exact

same place again. Same sin. Same patterns. Same excuses. Same shame. Same promises.
“God, I swear I mean it this time.” You are a professional promise-breaker.

The terrifying part is this: we tend to think the real problem is OUT THERE. “If I had a
different environment...” “If I could just start over...” “If I could just leave this place...” “If I
had a fresh beginning...” Then I'd finally be different.

That’s exactly what makes Genesis 9 so devastating. Genesis 9 opens with the greatest
fresh start in human history. The world has been washed clean. Judgment has fallen.
Humanity has been reset. No more violence. No more corruption. No more wicked

civilization. Just Noah. His family. And a brand new world.

If there was ever a moment in human history to say: “THIS time will be different...” it's
here. You can almost feel the hope as Noah steps off the ark. The earth is reborn.
Humanity gets another chance. But then Genesis 9 delivers one of the great theological

gut-punches in the entire Bible: A new world does not fix an old heart.

The flood killed sinners. It did not kill sin. Your ultimate problem is not your
environment. It's not your circumstances. The problem is inside you. And yet, right in
the middle of all of that bad news, Genesis 9 gives us breathtaking hope. While WE are
the people who break our promises... God is the God who keeps His. That’s the tension

running through the entire chapter: New world. Same sin. But the same faithful God.

A NEW WORLD AND AN OLD PROMISE (9:1-17)

e When Noah walks off the ark, it feels like the Bible is starting over.
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O

O
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No cities. No crowds. No civilization. Just eight people.

Then God says: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”

You've heard that before. That is Genesis 1 language. Adam language.
Noah stands in a new world like a new Adam. If there was ever a moment

to believe humanity might finally get it right, this is it.

Almost immediately, you realize something is different.

God says: “The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast.”
Before sin, creation lived in harmony with man. Now creation fears man.
Then God says: “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you.” Before
the fall, provision came without death. Now life must be taken to sustain
life. The blessing remains, but the world has been fractured by sin.

A new start does not mean a new heart. Humanity has changed locations.

Humanity has not changed natures.

Then God gives new commands and new guardrails.

He says: “You shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.” Why? Because
blood represents life, and life belongs to God.

Then He says: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed.” Why? “For God made man in His own image.” Even after the fall and
the flood, human life still carries divine dignity. The image of God has

been distorted, but it has not been erased.

Which means every human life matters.

The weak, the unborn, the elderly, the disabled, the poor—even guilty
people—still carry the image of God. Justice matters because human
beings belong to God.

That is also why Genesis 9 becomes foundational for how Christians think
about law and government. “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed.” God is establishing justice and restraint in a fallen world.
Scripture is not naive about human nature. Left unchecked, humanity fills

the earth with violence. In a sinful world, restraint is mercy.

Every rule tells you what kind of people you are dealing with.



“Do not drink the lava lamp.” “Do not iron clothes while wearing them.” “Do
not use the chainsaw to stop the ceiling fan.”

You read those warnings and think: “There is NO way they wrote that unless
somebody actually did it.” God is adding guardrails because humanity has
already proven: if left alone, we destroy everything we touch.

There are so many times in pastoral ministry I've thought, “I should’ve
preached against that!” But then my second thought is, “I didn’t, because 1
didn’t ever think someone would do that?!”

Many of us would do well to follow the words of the great theologian of
Scranton, Dwight Schrute: “Whenever 1'm about to do something, I think,
‘Would an idiot do that?” And if they would, I do not do that thing.”

e Genesis 1 gave humanity purpose. Genesis 9 gives humanity restraints.

O

O

Because sin has not been removed. It has only been restrained.

Then God does something astonishing: He makes a covenant. Not just
with Noah, but with every living creature. “Never again shall all flesh be cut
off by the waters of the flood.” Then God gives a sign: the rainbow.

Do not reduce the rainbow to something sentimental or decorative. In the
ancient world, a bow was a weapon. Which means this covenant is

happening in the shadow of judgment.

e The existence of the covenant itself tells you something about humanity.

O

O

God knows Noah is not the final answer. God knows a flood did not fix
the human heart. God knows this new world will eventually become like
the old one. Yet He binds Himself to humanity anyway.

That rainbow hangs over Genesis 9 like a promise waiting to be

understood.

e At this point in the story, you might think humanity finally learned its lesson.

O

O

O

Judgment has fallen. God has made a covenant.
A rainbow hangs in the sky. Surely THIS time will be different.
But Moses is about to show you exactly why the covenant was necessary

in the first place.



O

To understand why God would make such a staggering promise to

sinners, you have to see what happens next.

THE SAME SIN AND A BETTER COVERING (9:18-29)

e Things go poorly: Noah comes off the ark and becomes “a man of the soil.”

O

Again, Moses is presenting Noah like a new Adam in a new creation.
Noah steps into a renewed earth with a mandate to be fruitful, multiply,
exercise dominion, and cultivate the ground.

There may even be a subtle echo worth noticing. In Genesis, humanity’s
vocation gets split between animals and plants. Abel works with flocks.
Cain works the ground. Now Noah becomes a worker of the soil, because
Moses may already be hinting that this new Adam is going to repeat some
old failures. Almost immediately, he does.

Noah plants a vineyard, takes the fruit, misuses it, becomes drunk, and
lies uncovered in his tent. Sound familiar?

Adam took fruit in a sinful way, and nakedness and shame followed.
Now Noah takes fruit in a sinful way, and once again nakedness and
shame enter the story. The flood has not changed the human condition.

The same old story is starting all over again.

e Then the story gets strange.

O

O

What follows is one of the most debated passages in Genesis.

Most people assume the great sin belongs to Ham. But I do not think so
(my mind was changed about this in my study this week). I think the text
is pointing us somewhere else entirely, to Canaan, Noah’s grandson. I

think that for several reasons.

e (1) What Ham actually does is surprisingly ambiguous.

O

The text simply says Ham “saw the nakedness of his father” and told his
brothers outside. The passage never explicitly says Ham mocked Noah,
violated Noah, dishonored Noah, or committed some grotesque act
against Noah. Now maybe he did respond sinfully. That is possible. But

the text itself never actually says that.



o In fact, Ham may simply be the one who discovers the situation and alerts
his brothers so that Noah’s shame can be covered.
o We often import hostility into Ham because we already assume he is the

villain before the story proves it.

¢ (2) Noah wakes up and says he knew what his “youngest son” had done to him.

o That is important because nothing in Genesis suggests Ham is the
youngest son. The order throughout Genesis is consistently “Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.” In fact, Japheth often appears more likely to be the youngest.

o If Moses wanted us to know Ham was the youngest, he could have told us

very plainly. Instead, the wording feels intentionally strange.

¢ (3) That strange wording suddenly makes sense when you notice a detail:

o ...How often Canaan appears in the story.

o Twice Moses interrupts the narrative to remind you: “Ham was the father of
Canaan.” That feels random at first because Noah had many descendants
already. Why single out this grandson before the curse ever arrives?

o In Hebrew thought, descendants and grandsons could still be referred to
as “sons.” So when Noah speaks about his “youngest son,” the text may
actually be pointing to Canaan, the youngest son of Ham listed later in

Genesis 10.

¢ (4) Noah wakes up realizing something has been “done to him.”

o The text leaves the details veiled, and we should be careful not to
speculate beyond Scripture. But Moses clearly wants you to understand
that something shameful and violating occurred in the tent.

o When Noah finally speaks, he does not curse Ham generally or all the
sons of Ham collectively. He curses Canaan specifically.

o Canaan is treated as uniquely responsible. That makes far more sense if

Canaan himself stands at the center of the offense.

e Moses is doing something much bigger...
o ...than merely recording an awkward family moment after the flood.

o He is showing you that the seed of the serpent survived the flood.



o The rebellion from Eden is still alive. The human problem was never

merely the environment.

o The flood washed the world. It did not wash the heart.

e Think about how intentionally Moses structures this story.

o Noah becomes a new Adam in a new creation // He steps into a renewed

world under blessing // He works the ground // He takes fruit in a sinful
way // Nakedness and shame follow // Then curse and blessing divide
humanity again. Genesis 9 is Genesis 3 happening all over again.

The Bible is screaming at you: humanity cannot save itself by starting

over.

e  We (You) still believe the lie that a new environment would fix us.

o IfI'had a different job... a different spouse... a different city... a different

government... a different church... a different body... a different
upbringing... then I would finally be whole. But Genesis destroys that
illusion. Noah literally gets a brand new world.

Within moments, shame, corruption, nakedness, and curse appear again.
The real problem is not ultimately around us. The real problem is in us.

Sin survives the flood because sinners survived the flood.

e Thatis why the central image in this story is not ultimately the offense.

O

It is the covering. Shem and Japheth walk backward into the tent carrying
a garment. Suddenly the story pulls your mind all the way back to Eden.
After Adam and Eve sinned, they stood exposed, ashamed, and
uncovered before God. What did God do? He covered them.

Now Noah lies exposed in shame, and once again covering becomes
necessary in a fallen world.

The message of Genesis is becoming painfully clear: exposed sinners

cannot survive without covering.

e By the end of Genesis 9, you should almost feel the tension in the story.



o Because humanity has already ruined the new world. The floodwaters are
barely gone, and already there is drunkenness, shame, violation, curse,
and the seed of the serpent rising again.

o If you are reading carefully, you should almost expect the clouds to gather

again. You should expect another flood.

e It's only in light of this story that you understand the promise at the beginning.

o Because instead of rain what Noah will look on is a rainbow. God already
knew what was going to happen, and God was setting the conditions for
His salvation ahead of time. The bow still hangs in the sky.

o Sally Lloyd-Jones put it beautifully in The Jesus Storybook Bible: “God’s war
bow was not pointing down at his people. It was pointing up, into the heart of
heaven.” When God looked upon the rebellion of humanity and considered
the wrath our sin deserved, the bow was already aimed toward His own
heart—toward His own Son.

o Noah may have made a mess of God’s blessing, but God has not changed
his mind about Noah.

o Humanity has proven once again that the problem survives judgment,
survives fresh starts, survives new environments, and survives

resolutions. But God remains faithful to His promise anyway.

e That is the tension of the entire Christian life, no?

o You are far worse than you think you are. Sin goes deeper than habits,
environments, or circumstances. The problem is in the heart.

o Which means you do not merely need relocation. You need
transformation. That is why sanctification matters so deeply.

o God is not merely preparing a new world for His people. He is preparing
His people for the new world.

o Because if sinners entered eternity unchanged, we would corrupt that
world too. An unholy heart would not suddenly love holiness simply
because its zip code changed. An unbeliever would not enjoy heaven
because heaven is not mainly about streets of gold. Heaven is the

unveiled presence of God. The natural heart does not love that.



O

So, God, in His mercy, begins transforming His people now: conforming

them into the image of Christ.

e That transformation only happens because Jesus took the judgment we deserved.

O

The rainbow hangs in the sky while nakedness, shame, and curse spread
across the earth again.

Eventually the promise hidden in that bow leads straight to Calvary.

At the cross, Jesus Christ stands where Noah could not. Unlike Adam and
Noah, He does not fail in the garden. Unlike humanity, He does not repeat
the rebellion. He obeys perfectly.

Then the true and better Son is stripped naked before the world. Exposed.
Mocked. Humiliated. Cursed. The righteous One experiences the shame of
uncovered sinners so guilty people can finally be covered forever.

The arrow of the bow of God’s wrath finally is released. Not on sinners.
On Christ. Because of that, for everyone united to Jesus, there is now a
better promise than even the rainbow. Not merely that God will not flood

the earth again. But that one day He really will remove sin forever.

e One day there truly will be a new heavens and new earth.

O

O

For the first time in human history, the problem will actually be gone.

Not because the environment alone changed, but because God’s people
will finally be changed completely. Fully sanctified. Fully transformed.
Fully conformed to Christ. No more curse. No more shame. No more
exposure. No more hiding. At last, clothed completely in the righteousness
of Jesus Christ.

You are a professional promise-breaker. You'll fail again. Sheer willpower
will not save you. Your hope is not that next time you'll keep your
promises better, but that Christ is a better Promise Keeper than you are a
sinner. Next time you see that Rainbow pointed at Heaven, you be

reminded, His promises are sure indeed.



