
United for the Gospel – Philippians 2:1-11 
 
Main Idea: Gospel unity flows from the humility of God’s servants, which is grounded in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ—who humbled Himself completely and is exalted supremely. 
 
I. The Exhortation | Philippians 2:1-4 
 
Philippians 2:1-11 has long been recognized as one of the crown jewels of Christianity. Few passages in all of 
Scripture so clearly and concisely reveal both the humility and the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. In these verses, 
the mystery of the incarnation, the depth of Christ’s obedience, and the certainty of His exaltation are 
brought together in a single, unified confession of faith. In this passage, Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
makes clear not only who Christ is, but what it means to belong to Him. This is a passage that shapes Christian 
devotion, worship, and conduct. At its core, it presents Christ as both the supreme example of humility and the 
sovereign Lord before whom all creation will one day bow. Though the church at Philippi was marked by 
faithfulness and generosity, it was not immune to the dangers of division, rivalry, and selfish ambition. 
Having called believers in chapter 1 to live a life “worthy of the Gospel of Christ,” Paul now turns to the heart 
posture that makes such a life possible: humility shaped by Christ Himself. Philippians 2:1-11 stands as one 
of the clearest and richest Christological passages in all of Scripture, calling the church to unity that is 
rooted not in preference or personality, but in the self-giving work of Jesus. 
 
Paul’s call to unity is grounded in shared realities already present in Christ: encouragement, love, participation 
in the Spirit, and genuine affection. Because these realities are true, Paul urges the Philippians to “complete” his 
joy by being of the same mind and love. The type of “unity” in which Paul refers to, however, is not unity at all 
costs. Paul explicitly rejects “selfish ambition” (eritheia) and “empty conceit” (kenodoxia), both of which fracture 
Gospel unity. True unity is not produced by uniform opinions, but by humility—counting others more significant 
than ourselves and looking beyond personal interests (v.3). Where humility is absent, biblical unity cannot 
exist. Unity, therefore, is not agreeing with everything or avoiding conflict; it is shared submission to 
Christ’s purpose at a kingdom level. When unity is misunderstood, it can be weaponized and used to justify 
manipulation, rivalry, or power-seeking—often cloaked in spiritual language. Disunity within the church rarely 
announces itself openly as selfishness or pride; more often, it disguises itself as sincere “concern,” 
strong “conviction,” or a desire to protect what one believes to be right. Yet beneath these claims 
frequently lies a failure to embrace the humility that the Gospel demands. When personal preferences, ambitions, 
or perspectives are elevated above the shared mission of Christ, unity begins to erode. Unity that is genuinely 
centered on Christ’s mission guards the church against rivalry and self-exaltation, because it shifts the focus 
away from individual agendas and toward collective faithfulness to the Gospel. Where humility governs the 
heart, believers are freed to value others above themselves, pursue peace without compromising truth, 
and labor together for the advance of Christ’s kingdom. Conversely, the absence of humility inevitably 
produces division, as unchecked pride fractures relationships, distorts motives, and undermines the church’s 
witness before a watching world. 
 

To Ponder: 
1. Why does centering unity on Christ’s mission help protect the church from rivalry and comparison? 

2. How does division within the church affect its witness to the Gospel before the world? 

 

II. The Example | Philippians 2:5-8 

 

Paul grounds his call to unity and humility not in abstract virtue or moral idealism, but in the concrete example of 

Jesus Christ Himself. Paul does not present himself as the model for humility. Instead, he points directly to Christ. 

Though truly God, Jesus did not cling to His status or rights but willingly emptied Himself by taking the 

form of a servant. His humility was not theoretical but lived—culminating in obedience unto death on a 

cross. Despite possessing all divine attributes, rights and glory, Christ did not regard being God as something 

to be exploited for His own advantage. In contrast to sinful human tendencies toward self-preservation and 

self-promotion, Christ willingly chose the path of self-giving rather than self-serving.  



 

 

His humility was not forced upon Him; it was a deliberate act of obedience rooted in divine love for sinners and 

an unshaken redemptive purpose. The incarnation itself is an act of humility, as the eternal Son willingly 

steps into a broken world to dwell among sinners. Paul further emphasizes the depth of Christ’s humility by 

highlighting His obedience “to the point of death, even death on a cross” (v.8). Crucifixion was not only physically 

excruciating but socially humiliating, reserved for criminals and enemies of the state. Christ’s humility and 

obedience was total—He did not merely obey when it was honorable or safe, but when it was costly and 

shameful. In doing so, He embodied greatness in the kingdom of God, demonstrating that true authority is 

exercised through submission to the Father’s will (Matt. 23:11-12). The command, “Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,” (v.5) establishes Christ as the model believers are actively called to 

embrace. Christian humility is therefore not self-generated; it is a response to union with Christ. The 

mindset of Christ becomes the standard by which all attitudes, relationships, and ambitions are 

measured. 

 
To Ponder: 
1. What does it mean practically to “have the mind of Christ” in everyday relationships? 

 

III. The Exaltation | Philippians 2:9-11 
 
Having discussed the depth of Christ’s example of humility, Paul turns to the certainty of His exaltation. The 
transition is intentional: As a result of Christ humility (unlike the first Adam), “God highly exalted Him” and 
bestowed on Him the name above every name. This exaltation is not a reversal of Christ’s identity, but a public 
vindication of His obedience and faithfulness. What appeared to be defeat at the cross is revealed to be the 
pathway to ultimate glory. The “name above every name” (v.9) signifies supreme authority and unrivaled lordship. 
In the biblical context, a name represents character, authority, and identity. By exalting Christ, the Father 
declares Him to be the rightful ruler over all creation. This exaltation affirms that no power—political, 
spiritual, or cosmic—stands outside Christ’s sovereign authority. His lordship is not limited to the church 
but extends over heaven, earth, and the unseen realm. For the church, Christ’s exaltation carries profound 
implications. It reminds believers that authority does not belong to personalities, institutions, or traditions, but to 
Christ alone. Submission to Christ’s lordship begins now, not later, and is expressed through obedience in both 
public and private life. Faithfulness in small, unseen acts becomes a tangible confession that Jesus is Lord. 
Ultimately, the exaltation of Christ assures believers that humility and obedience are never wasted. God 
honors faithfulness in His time and according to His purposes. The church’s purity rest not in human strength, 
but in the certainty that Christ reigns supreme. In submitting to Him now, believers participate willingly in 
the reality that all creation will one day acknowledge: Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 
To Ponder: 
1. In what ways can subtle resistance to Christ’s lordship appear in the life of a believer or church? 

2. How does Christ’s exaltation encourage faithfulness in ordinary, unseen acts of obedience? 

 


