
The Heart’s Compass – Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 
 
Main Idea: To live for the glory of God is to embrace God’s limits as the heart’s compass, holding fast 
through steadfast faith. 
 
I. Steadfastness | Ecclesiastes 7:15-18 
 
In conclusion to chapter 7 in Ecclesiastes, Solomon reflects on the paradoxes of life “under the sun” by noting a 
troubling but undeniable pattern: “In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes 
in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing” (v.15). Righteousness 
does not guarantee long life, nor does wickedness ensure early death. This affirmation leads to a series of 
warnings against extremes, delivered with the deliberate exaggeration of wisdom literature, “Be not overly 
righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy yourself? Be not overly wicked, neither 
be a fool. Why should you die before your time?” (v.16-17). Solomon is not discouraging true godliness or 
wisdom but cautioning against self-destructive excess—whether the prideful legalism that isolates or 
the reckless folly that invites judgment. The path is stated in verse 18: “It is good that you should take hold 
of this, and from that withhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out from both of them.” These 
divine limits are gracious boundaries, set for our sanctification and for His glory. Scripture consistently warns 
against overreach: our righteous acts remain imperfect (Isa. 64:6), and God requires only that we “do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:8). Paul urges sober self-
assessment according to the faith God gives (Rom. 12:3). In our culture, we often equate “more” with “better”—
more effort, more achievement, more control. Yet Solomon exposes the overflow of self: curating perfect images 
on social media, exhausting ourselves to appear wise or spiritual. Such extremes miss the point of living under 
God’s lordship. Being right is not the same as being righteous; only grace makes us so. 
 
Biblically, steadfastness (hypomonē)—endurance produced by trials and rooted in God’s faithfulness—becomes 
the antidote of a life marked by excess (Rom. 5:3-4; James 1:4). Not as a stoic grit but Gospel-shaped 
perseverance, seen preeminently in Christ, who endured opposition from sinners (Heb. 12:3). Abraham waited 
decades for the promised son; Joseph endured betrayal and prison; David fled Saul’s spear for years. 
None outsmarted God—they submitted to Him. Steadfastness is grounded in God’s character, not our 
circumstances. It rejoices in suffering because it produces character and hope. No biblical hero fixed life on 
their own; opposition and suffering marked every path of obedience. Solomon, with all his advantages, 
learned after a vain life that submission, not strategy, is the key. Throughout His ministry, Christ showed 
the perfect example of steadfastness: perfectly righteous yet not “overly” so in pride, He submitted to the Father’s 
will. His steadfastness led Him from suffering to exaltation. To live for the glory of God is to embrace God’s 
limits as the heart’s compass, holding fast through steadfast faith. In an age that celebrates excess—
whether in self-promotion or self-indulgence—this call to balanced fear invites rest. The believer who accepts 
God’s boundaries finds freedom from the tyranny of performance and the chaos of rebellion, resting in the One 
whose yoke is easy and burden light (Matt. 11:30). Here is true stability: not in controll ing outcomes, but in 
trusting the Weaver who holds every thread. 
 

To Ponder: 
1. In what areas of your life do you tend to measure your worth by achievement or performance rather than by 

the grace of God? 

2. In what ways do you feel pressure to present a perfect image—whether on social media, in ministry, or in 

relationships? What might it mean to resist those pressures and live from a place of humble dependence on 

God instead of self-promotion? 

 
II. Submission | Ecclesiastes 7:19-24 
 

In verses 7-10 Solomon describes what steadfast wisdom produces in the believer: “Wisdom gives strength to 
the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city” (v.19). Yet he also qualifies: “Surely there is not a righteous 
man on earth who does good and never sins” (v.20). Even the wise are flawed; human strength is limited. Trust 
must rest in God alone, whose wisdom is untainted (Rom. 3:23; Isa. 40:13-14).  



No one seeks God perfectly; all fall short. This levels the field—no room for boasting in human rulers or self. 
True wisdom comes from above and is tested against Christ. Following Him often invites opposition—He 
was rejected by leaders and misunderstood by friends (Mark 8:31). The disciples expected a conquering king; 
Jesus spoke of suffering. Peter even rebuked Him, earning the sharp reply, “Get behind me, Satan!” (Mark 8:33). 
Submission means following anyway, even when it shocks or offends. Submission requires releasing 
control. “Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. Your 
heart knows that many times you yourself have cursed others” (v.21-22). We have offended; grace calls us to 
overlook offense, as Christ bore insults silently (1 Pet. 2:23). This is not naivety but maturity—disarming the flesh 
because Christ disarmed Himself (Phil. 2:5-8). People-pleasers find the Kingdom of God uncomfortable; 
perfectionists see only problems; the stubborn grow frustrated. Yet the Gospel invitation is clear: “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34). It 
is not “receive Me and prosper” but “lose your life to find it.” The world says follow your heart; Jesus says 
exchange it for His. Gain comes through loss—the treasure hidden, the pearl of great value (Matt. 13:44-46). 
Solomon sought wisdom exhaustively but found it “far from him…deep, very deep” (v.23-24). Ultimate wisdom 
belongs to God; our role is humble surrender. This surrender echoes Isaiah’s response to the Lord’s 
commands: “Here am I. Send me!” (Isa. 6:8). It yields plans, reputations, and insecurities. Jesus did not take 
offense to heart; He fixed His gaze on the joy set before Him. Submission is not weakness but active trust, 
yielding from grace received, gaining true strength in frailty. In a world obsessed with influence and control, 
this path seems foolish—yet it is the way of the cross, where dying to self leads to resurrection life. Those who 
submit to God quickly discover that Christ’s strength is indeed made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9), 
turning frailty into the very soil where faith flourishes. 

 
To Ponder: 
1. When have I valued other’s approval over faithful obedience to Christ? 
2. What areas of my life need surrender as I seek to follow Christ? 
 

III. Soul-Searching | Ecclesiastes 7:25-29 
 
With the foundation of steadfast faith and submissive trust laid, Solomon concludes the chapter by directing his—and 
our—gaze inward to the heart’s deepest tendencies. Solomon turns inward: “I turned my heart to know and to search 
out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is 
madness” (v.25). He finds temptation’s bitterness, illustrated hyperbolically: “the woman whose heart is snares and 
nets, and whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God escapes her, but the sinner is taken by her” (v.26). This is 
not misogyny or chauvinism but wisdom imagery for seductive folly—lust’s trap that ensnares like Adam’s 
fall, exposing human weakness (Prov. 14:1; 12:4). The literal Hebrew emphasizes “the woman who is all traps,” 
highlighting temptation’s power to arouse desire and bind the will. Men are not excused; this reveals their frailty. The 
same Solomon, who celebrated the wife of youth (Prov. 5) and the virtuous woman (Prov. 31:10-31), uses 
exaggeration to underscore folly’s danger. Hyperbole continues: “One man among a thousand I found, but a woman 
among all these I have not found” (v.28). This is not literal sexism—Solomon’s own writings exalt godly women—but 
a stark picture of uprightness’s rarity in a fallen world. The core truth is that, “God made man upright, but they have 
sought out many schemes” (v.29). Humanity’s fall is moral deviation; hearts turned away from God (Jer. 17:9). David, 
a man after God’s heart, murdered when he took control (2 Sam. 11). Isaiah saw God’s holiness and cried, “Woe is 
me!” (Isa. 6:5). Even hatred can masquerade as love (Ps. 139:22). We reflect divine purity poorly when mixed 
with personal agendas. 
 
Soul-searching is the response: “Search me, O God, and know my heart” (Ps. 139:23-24). This is not morbid 
introspection but honest plea for exposure and renewal. The Gospel promises not material fixes but inward 
transformation: “I will give you a new heart” (Ezek. 36:26). The believer searches the heart not in despair but 
hope, pleading for grace to align with God’s design. No moment appeared more “crooked” than the cross—yet, there 
God accomplished the complete and perfect work of redemption. Because of that, our deviations are not wasted but 
woven into His redemptive story. Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 invites us to behold the wisdom of steadfastness, submission, 
and soul-searching. For the believer, this wisdom finds its fullest expression in Christ—the One through whom all 
things hold together (Col. 1:17). 

 
To Ponder: 
1. Where have I followed my own plans instead of God’s for my life? 
2. How does Christ’s perfect righteousness free me to examine my heart without fear? 


