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Revelation Pt 20 From Tribulation to Triumph  

Isaiah Wilson / General Adult 

  

Revelation 7:9–17 ESV 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 

and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 

forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 

clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And 

he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the 

throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 

shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun 

shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 

their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes.” 

I. A New Vision: The Triumphant Multitude (7:9-10) 

Revelation 7:9–10 ESV 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

A. The Scene Unveiled (v. 9a) 

John uses specific language here that signals something new is happening. He says, "After this 

I looked, and behold…" The Greek word here is  idou, which means "look" or "see." It's the 

same word used when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary or when Jesus pointed out 
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something important to his disciples. John is telling us to pay attention because something 

remarkable is about to unfold. 

The phrase "after this" moves us forward in the vision. John has just heard about 144,000 

sealed servants from the twelve tribes. Now he sees something different. He sees "a great 

multitude that no one could count." 

Think about that for a moment. John has been seeing visions full of specific numbers. Seven 

churches, seven seals, four horsemen, 144,000 sealed. But now he sees a crowd so vast that it 

defies counting. The Greek word here is  arithmeo, which means to count or number. John is 

saying this crowd is mathematically impossible to measure. 

This should fill us with wonder. God's salvation is bigger than our calculations. When we worry 

that the church is shrinking or that fewer people are coming to faith, we need to remember 

this vision. From heaven's perspective, the redeemed form an uncountable multitude. 

B. The Family of God Assembled (v. 9b) 

John tells us this multitude comes "from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages." This isn't accidental language. John uses four different Greek words here to make 

sure we understand the complete scope of what he's seeing.  

"Nation" (ethnos) refers to ethnic groups. "Tribes" (phule) speaks to smaller clan distinctions. 

"Peoples" (laos) describes distinct cultural groups. "Languages" (glossa) points to every 

linguistic family. John wants us to see that heaven includes everyone. 

This fulfills one of the oldest promises in Scripture. Back in Genesis 12:3, God told Abraham, 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." What seemed impossible to an old man 

with no children has become reality. Abraham's spiritual family now includes people from 

every corner of the earth. 

But this also fulfills Jesus' final command. Before he ascended, Jesus told his disciples to 

"make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19). The Great Commission wasn't just a nice idea. 

It was a preview of what would actually happen. 

God doesn't erase our differences when he saves us. He redeems them. Every culture brings 

something beautiful to worship. Every language offers unique ways to praise. Every people 

group reflects a different aspect of God's character. 
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C. The Actions of Worship (v. 9c-10) 

Now John describes what this multitude is doing. He sees four specific things.  

Their Position: They are "standing before the throne and before the Lamb." Remember how 

chapter 6 ended? Kings and slaves were hiding in caves, begging the mountains to fall on 

them. They couldn't stand before God's wrath. But here's a multitude standing confidently in 

God's presence. They're not cowering or hiding. They're standing tall.  

Their Attire: They're "clothed in white robes." In the ancient world, white robes meant several 

things. Priests wore white. Victorious generals wore white in triumph parades. Wedding guests 

wore white for celebrations. These robes represent purity, victory, and joy all  at once. 

But they didn't earn these robes. We'll see in verse 14 that they "washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb." These white robes are gifts from Christ Himself.  

Their Acclamation: They hold "palm branches in their hands." Any Jewish reader would 

immediately think of the Feast of Tabernacles, when people waved palm branches and 

celebrated God's provision in the wilderness (Leviticus 23:40). But Christians would think of 

something else: Palm Sunday, when crowds waved palm branches and shouted "Hosanna!" 

as Jesus rode into Jerusalem (John 12:13). 

These palm branches declare Jesus as the victorious King. The same Jesus who rode humbly 

on a donkey is now being celebrated as the conquering Lamb. What looked like defeat at the 

cross has become the ultimate victory. 

Their Anthem: They cry out "with a loud voice." This isn't quiet, reserved worship. This is 

celebration that can't be contained. And what do they shout? "Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 

This declaration settles the most important question in the universe: Who saves? Not our 

good works. Not our religious efforts. Not our sincere intentions. Salvation belongs to God 

alone. It's his work, his gift, his achievement. 

The word "salvation" here is soteria in Greek. It means rescue, deliverance, and safety. This 

multitude is declaring that their rescue came from God, their deliverance came from the 

Lamb, and their safety is found in Him alone. 

This is the central confession of heaven. And it should be the central confession of our lives. 

When we're tempted to trust in our own goodness or worry that we're not good enough, we 

remember this truth: salvation belongs to God. 
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II. The Heavenly Affirmation: All Creation Agrees (7:11-

12) 

Revelation 7:11–12 ESV 

11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 

to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

A. The Expanding Circle of Worship (v. 11) 

Something beautiful happens when the redeemed multitude finishes their anthem. The entire 

heavenly court joins in. John sees "all the angels" along with "the elders and the four living 

creatures" responding to what they just heard. 

Notice the word "all." Every single angel participates. We're not talking about a choir of a few 

dozen. Biblical scholars estimate there are millions upon millions of angels. Daniel 7:10 says 

"ten thousand times ten thousand" stood before God's throne. That's at least 100 million 

angels, and probably many more. 

These angels were already in God's presence. They had been worshiping around his throne 

long before any human was ever created. Yet when they hear redeemed humanity declaring 

God's salvation, they can't help but worship even more intensely.  

The text says they "fell on their faces before the throne." The Greek word is  pipto, which 

means to fall suddenly or collapse. These mighty beings, who serve in God's direct presence, 

are so moved by the salvation of sinners that they prostrate themselves in worship.  

Think about this. Angels have never experienced sin. They've never needed forgiveness. 

They've never felt the weight of guilt or the joy of redemption. But when they see what God 

has done for us, they fall down in awe. 

This tells us something powerful about our salvation. What God did for us through Christ is so 

magnificent that it amazes even the angels. Peter tells us that angels "long to look into" the 

gospel (1 Peter 1:12). Our redemption is not just good news for us. It's a source of wonder for 

all creation. 
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B. The Sevenfold "Amen" (v. 12) 

The angels don't just fall down silently. They respond with one of the most complete 

statements of praise in all of Scripture. But notice how it starts and ends: "Amen!"  

"Amen" is actually a Hebrew word that means "truly" or "so be it." When the angels say 

"Amen" to the multitude's declaration, they're saying, "Yes! That's absolutely right! Salvation 

does belong to God and the Lamb!" 

But then they add their own sevenfold praise: "Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!"  

Why seven attributes? In Hebrew culture, seven represents completeness and perfection. The 

angels are offering complete, perfect praise to God. Let's look at each one:  

Blessing (eulogia) means to speak well of someone. The angels declare that God deserves our 

highest praise. 

Glory (doxa) refers to God's visible, radiant majesty. The angels acknowledge that God's glory 

is on full display in salvation. 

Wisdom (sophia) recognizes that salvation reveals God's perfect wisdom. What looked foolish 

to the world (the cross) was actually God's brilliant plan. 

Thanksgiving (eucharistia) expresses gratitude for what God has done. Even angels give 

thanks for human salvation. 

Honor (time) means the respect and reverence due to someone of high position. God 

deserves ultimate honor. 

Power (dynamis) acknowledges God's unlimited strength. The same power that created the 

universe accomplished our salvation. 

Might (kratos) refers to God's sovereign rule and authority. God has the right and ability to 

save whomever he chooses. 

And notice the time frame: "forever and ever." This praise isn't temporary. It's eternal! The 

angels are saying that God's work of salvation will be celebrated throughout all eternity.  

When we worship on Sunday morning, we're not singing alone. We're joining a cosmic choir 

that includes millions of angels. When we declare that Jesus saves, heaven responds with 
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"Amen!" When we praise God for his grace, we're adding our voices to a song that began 

before the world was made and will continue forever. 

But there's something even more remarkable here. The angels are worshiping because of 

what God did for us, not them. Our salvation is so amazing that it moves creatures who have 

never sinned to praise God even more. That should humble us and fill us with wonder at the 

same time. 

III. The Identity of the Redeemed: From Trial to Triumph 

(7:13-17) 

Revelation 7:13–17 ESV 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 

the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him 

day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 

guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

A. The Elder's Guiding Question (v. 13) 

Something interesting happens here. One of the twenty-four elders approaches John with a 

question: "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?"  

This might seem strange. Why would an elder in heaven ask John, a man from earth, to 

identify people in a heavenly vision? The elder obviously knows the answer. This is what 

teachers call a "leading question." It's designed to guide John (and us) toward a deeper 

understanding. 

God often uses this method in Scripture. When Adam sinned, God asked, "Where are you?" 

(Genesis 3:9). He wasn't looking for Adam's location. He was giving Adam a chance to confess. 

When Jesus asked his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" (Matthew 16:15), he wasn't 

confused about his identity. He was leading them to revelation.  
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John's response is humble and honest: "Sir, you know." The word "sir" here is  kyrios, which 

can mean "lord" or "master." John acknowledges that the elder has knowledge he doesn't 

possess. 

This teaches us something about learning spiritual truth. Sometimes the best answer is "I 

don't know, but you do." There's wisdom in admitting our limitations and being teachable.  

B. The Identity of the Saints (v. 14) 

Now the elder gives John the answer, and it comes in two parts.  

Their Experience: "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation."  

The Greek phrase here is interesting. The verb "coming out" (erchomenoi) is a present 

participle, which suggests ongoing action. A better translation might be "these are the ones 

who are coming out of the great tribulation." They're not all there yet. Some are still arriving.  

The phrase "the great tribulation" has the definite article "the" in Greek ( tes thlipseos tes 

megales). This refers to the intense suffering and opposition that God's people face in a fallen 

world. Jesus told his disciples, "In the world you will have tribulation" (John 16:33). Paul 

reminded new believers that "through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" 

(Acts 14:22). 

This tribulation takes many forms. Persecution from hostile governments. Rejection by family 

and friends. Physical suffering and disease. Spiritual warfare against Satan. The daily struggle 

against sin. Financial hardship. Loss of loved ones. The list goes on. 

But notice: they're coming out of tribulation. They've endured it. They've persevered through 

it. They've emerged victorious on the other side. 

Their Qualification: "They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb." 

Here's one of the most beautiful paradoxes in all of Scripture. How do you make something 

white by washing it in blood? In our physical world, that makes no sense. Blood stains; it 

doesn't clean. 

But this imagery has deep roots in the Old Testament. To understand what John is describing, 

we need to go back to the beginning of Israel's story and trace the theme of cleansing blood 

through Scripture. 

The Passover Foundation 
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The first place we see saving blood is in Exodus 12. God told the Israelites to take a lamb 

"without blemish" and kill it at twilight. Then they were to "take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses" (Exodus 12:7). When the angel of death 

passed through Egypt, he would "pass over" any house marked with lamb's blood.  

This wasn't magic. The blood itself didn't have power. But it represented God's provision of a 

substitute. The lamb died so the firstborn could live. The blood marked those who trusted 

God's promise of protection. 

Notice the lamb had to be "without blemish" (tamim in Hebrew). This points forward to 

Christ, whom Peter calls "a lamb without blemish or spot" (1 Peter 1:19). The Passover lamb 

was a preview of the perfect Lamb who would come. 

The Day of Atonement Pattern 

Leviticus 16 gives us the clearest Old Testament picture of cleansing blood. On the Day of 

Atonement, the high priest would take two goats. One would be sacrificed, and its blood 

would be sprinkled on the mercy seat in the Most Holy Place. The other would be sent into  the 

wilderness, symbolically carrying away the people's sins. 

The text says the blood would "make atonement" (kaphar in Hebrew), which literally means 

"to cover." The blood didn't eliminate sin, but it covered it until the perfect sacrifice could 

come. 

Leviticus 17:11 explains the principle: "For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given 

it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes 

atonement by the life." 

Blood represents life. When an animal's blood was shed, its life was given as a substitute. The 

innocent died for the guilty. But animal blood could only provide temporary covering. It had 

to be repeated year after year. 

The Prophetic Promise 

Isaiah 1:18 gives us the clearest Old Testament promise of what John sees fulfilled: "Come 

now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 

white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool."  

Scarlet and crimson were the deepest, most permanent stains in the ancient world. They 

came from expensive dyes that wouldn't wash out. But God promises to make even these 

permanent stains "white as snow" and clean "like wool."  
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How? Not through human effort or religious ritual, but through God's own provision. The 

context of Isaiah 1 makes clear that sacrifices and offerings can't accomplish this cleansing 

(Isaiah 1:11-15). Only God himself can transform scarlet sin into snow-white purity. 

Isaiah 1:11–15 ESV 

11 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of burnt 

offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of 

lambs, or of goats. 12 “When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this 

trampling of my courts? 13 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New 

moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations— I cannot endure iniquity and solemn 

assembly. 14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a 

burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands, I will hide my 

eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of 

blood. 

The Priestly Connection 

The idea of washing robes appears prominently in the Old Testament priesthood. Before 

Aaron and his sons could serve in the tabernacle, they had to be washed with water and 

clothed in holy garments (Leviticus 8:6-9). Their clothes had to be clean to approach God. 

But Zechariah 3 gives us a powerful picture of how this cleansing really works. The high priest 

Joshua stands before God wearing "filthy garments" (Zechariah 3:3). These represent the 

people's sin. But God commands, "Remove the filthy garments from him." Then God says, 

"Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments" 

(Zechariah 3:4). 

Zechariah 3:1–4 ESV 

1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 

standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O 

Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the 

fire?” 3 Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 4 And the 

angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” 

And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you 

with pure vestments.” 

The priest couldn't clean himself. God had to remove the filthy clothes and provide clean 

ones. This is exactly what happens to the multitude in Revelation 7. They don't wash their 

own robes. They wash them "in the blood of the Lamb."  
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The Blood of the New Covenant 

When Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, he said, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 26:28). He was pointing back to all 

these Old Testament pictures and declaring that he was their fulfillment.  

Hebrews 9:12-14 makes the connection explicit: "He entered once for all into the holy places, 

not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing 

an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of defiled 

persons with the ashes of a heifer sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more 

will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 

God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God."  

The Paradox Resolved 

Now we can understand the paradox. The blood of the Lamb doesn't cleanse like soap or 

detergent. It cleanses because it represents the life of the perfect sacrifice given in our place. 

When we trust in Christ's death for our sins, God sees his perfect life instead of our sinful one. 

God sees his pure blood instead of our stained record.  

The verb "washed" (eplynan) is in the aorist tense, indicating a completed action. They 

washed their robes once and for all. This isn't something they have to keep doing. Christ's 

cleansing work is finished and permanent. 

The white robes represent the righteousness of Christ himself. Paul tells us that God "made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" ( 2 

Corinthians 5:21). We don't just get our sins forgiven; we get Christ's perfect record credited to 

our account. 

This is why the multitude can stand before God's throne. They're not wearing their own 

righteousness, which would never be good enough. They're wearing Christ's righteousness, 

which is perfect and complete. 

But notice something important: these people didn't avoid tribulation. They went through it. 

Their white robes don't mean they had easy lives. They mean they trusted Christ's blood to 

cleanse them as they endured hard lives. Their purity comes not from their performance but 

from their trust in the Lamb's sacrifice. 
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C. The Eternal Promises (vv. 15-17) 

Now the elder describes what life is like for these tribulation survivors. He gives five specific 

promises, each one addressing a different aspect of earthly suffering. But these aren't random 

promises. They're the fulfillment of hopes that God has been building throughout Scripture. 

Every promise here answers prayers that God's people have been praying for thousands of 

years. 

Promise of Intimacy (v. 15): "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day 

and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence."  

The word "therefore" connects their present position to their past purification. Because 

they've been cleansed by the Lamb's blood, they now stand in God's presence without fear or 

shame. 

They "serve him day and night." The Greek word for serve ( latreuo) specifically refers to 

worship service, like what priests did in the temple.  

This fulfills the deepest longing in Scripture. From the very beginning, God wanted to dwell 

with his people. In Eden, he walked with Adam and Eve "in the cool of the day" (Genesis 3:8). 

When sin broke that fellowship, God immediately began working to restore it.  

He gave Moses detailed instructions for building the tabernacle so that "I may dwell among 

them" (Exodus 25:8). When it was completed, "the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle" 

(Exodus 40:34). But even then, only the high priest could enter the Most Holy Place, and only 

once a year. 

When Solomon built the temple, God's glory filled it so powerfully that "the priests could not 

stand to minister" (1 Kings 8:11). But that temple was eventually destroyed. When the second 

temple was built, the older priests "wept with a loud voice" because it didn't match the 

former glory (Ezra 3:12). 

But God promised something better. Through Ezekiel, he said, "My dwelling place shall be 

with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people" (Ezekiel 37:27). Through 

Isaiah, he promised that "the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together" (Isaiah 40:5). 

The phrase "will shelter them with his presence" uses the Greek word (skenosei) that literally 

means "to spread a tent over" or "to tabernacle with." It's the same word John uses in his 

Gospel: "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14). Jesus was God's 

tabernacle in human form. 
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But here in Revelation, we see the final fulfillment. God doesn't just visit his people or meet 

them in a building. He spreads his presence over them like a protective tent. They live 

constantly in his immediate presence, serving him with joy and experiencing perfect 

fellowship. 

If you've ever felt distant from God, if you've ever wondered if he really cares about you, if 

you've ever longed for a deeper relationship with him, this promise is for you. The separation 

you feel now is temporary. Perfect intimacy with God is your eternal destiny. 

Promise of Provision (v. 16a): "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore."  

This directly quotes Isaiah 49:10, but it fulfills a promise that runs throughout Scripture. When 

God called Abraham, he promised to bless him (Genesis 12:2). When Israel was hungry in the 

wilderness, God provided manna and quail (Exodus 16). When they were thirsty, he brought 

water from the rock (Exodus 17:6). 

David wrote, "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want" (Psalm 23:1). But even David 

experienced want. He had to flee from Saul and hide in caves. He knew what it meant to be 

hungry and thirsty. 

Through Isaiah, God promised, "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who 

has no money, come, buy and eat!" (Isaiah 55:1). But this wasn't just about physical food and 

drink. It was about spiritual satisfaction. 

Jesus picked up this theme throughout his ministry. He told the crowds, "I am the bread of 

life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst" 

(John 6:35). He told the Samaritan woman, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again" ( John 

4:13-14). 

This promise addresses both physical and spiritual need. In the new creation, there will be no 

more poverty, no more famine, no more empty stomachs. But more than that, there will be no 

more empty hearts. Every longing will be fulfilled. Every desire will be satisfied. Every hunger 

will be fed. 

The phrase "no more" appears repeatedly in this passage. It's the Greek word  ouketi, which 

means "never again." This is permanent satisfaction. Once we're home with God, we'll never 

again experience want of any kind. 

Promise of Protection (v. 16b): "The sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat."  
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This also echoes Isaiah 49:10, but it taps into an even deeper biblical theme. In the ancient 

world, the sun could be deadly. Desert travelers died from heat exposure. Field workers 

collapsed under scorching temperatures. Jonah almost died when God took away his shade 

plant (Jonah 4:8). 

But God always provided protection for his people. He led Israel through the wilderness with 

"a pillar of cloud by day" to shield them from the desert sun (Exodus 13:21). David wrote, "The 

Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by 

day, nor the moon by night" (Psalm 121:5-6). 

The prophet Malachi promised that "the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 

wings" (Malachi 4:2). What had been a source of danger would become a source of blessing.  

Isaiah painted an even grander picture: "The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for 

brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and your God will be your glory" (Isaiah 60:19). 

This promise represents complete safety from every form of harm. In Revelation, the sun often 

symbolizes judgment and wrath. The fourth bowl judgment causes the sun to "scorch people 

with fierce heat" (Revelation 16:8). But those in white robes are forever protected from God's 

wrath because they've been cleansed by the Lamb's blood.  

More broadly, this represents safety from every danger that threatens us in this fallen world. 

Disease, accident, violence, natural disaster. All the things that make us feel vulnerable and 

afraid. In God's presence, we'll be perfectly, permanently safe.  

Promise of Gentle Guidance (v. 17a): "For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water."  

Here's the beautiful paradox again. The Lamb is their shepherd. The sacrifice has become the 

protector. The one who was slain is now the one who leads and guides.  

This image reaches back to one of the most beloved passages in Scripture: Psalm 23. "The 

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 

beside still waters" (Psalm 23:1-2). 

But David wrote this as hope, not sight. He was often in danger, often confused about which 

way to go, often surrounded by enemies. He trusted that God was his shepherd, but he 

probably didn't always feel guided or protected. 
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The image of shepherd runs throughout Scripture. God called himself Israel's shepherd 

through Ezekiel: "I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep" (Ezekiel 34:15). When Israel's 

human leaders failed, God promised to be their shepherd directly.  

Jesus picked up this theme and made it personal: "I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep" (John 10:11). He was the shepherd who became the 

lamb, sacrificed for his flock. 

But here in Revelation, the Lamb has risen from death and returned to his shepherding role. 

He's not just a shepherd who protects from danger. He's a shepherd who has conquered death 

itself. He can guide his sheep through anything because he's been through  the worst thing of 

all. 

The phrase "springs of living water" recalls Jesus' promise to the Samaritan woman. But it 

also echoes Psalm 36:9: "With you is the fountain of life." And Isaiah 12:3: "With joy you will 

draw water from the wells of salvation." 

Living water never runs dry. It bubbles up from deep springs that are constantly renewed. This 

represents the endless satisfaction we'll find in God's presence. We'll never exhaust his 

goodness or reach the end of his blessings. 

Right now, you might feel lost or confused about which direction to take in life. You might feel 

like you're in a spiritual desert, thirsting for something you can't quite name. Turn to Jesus! 

The Lamb who died for you is also the Shepherd who will lead you home. 

Promise of Perfect Comfort (v. 17b): "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  

This is perhaps the most tender promise of all. God himself will personally wipe away every 

tear. The Greek word (exaleipsei) means to wipe out completely, like erasing writing from a 

tablet. 

Isaiah 25:8 says, "He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 

from all faces." This was written during a time of great suffering for God's people. They were in 

exile, separated from their homeland, wondering if God had forgotten them.  

But God promised that death itself would be defeated and every tear would be wiped away. 

Not just dried up, but wiped away by God's own hand.  

The image appears again in Isaiah 35:10: "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come 

to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 

joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 
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Jesus himself wept. When he saw Mary and Martha grieving over Lazarus, "Jesus wept" ( John 

11:35). When he looked over Jerusalem, knowing its coming destruction, he wept over the city 

(Luke 19:41). The Son of God knows what it means to cry. 

But here's what makes this promise so powerful: God doesn't just sympathize with our tears. 

He promises to eliminate them. Every tear of sorrow will be wiped away. Every tear of pain, of 

loss, of disappointment, of regret, of loneliness, of fear. God won't just comfort us in our 

crying; he'll eliminate the cause of our tears forever. 

The promise is so important that it appears again in Revelation 21:4: "He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 

nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."  

Notice who does the wiping: God himself. Not an angel, not a servant, but the Lord. The 

creator of galaxies cares about your tears. He sees them, he counts them (Psalm 56:8), and he 

promises to wipe them all away. 

Maybe you're crying as I speak these words. Maybe you've lost someone you love. Maybe 

you're facing a diagnosis that terrifies you. Maybe your marriage is falling apart. Maybe you 

feel like you've failed as a parent. Maybe depression has you in its grip and you can't see a way 

out. 

God sees every tear. He knows the source of every sorrow. And He promises that this pain is 

not permanent. There's coming a day when He will personally, gently, completely wipe away 

every tear from the eyes of those who have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

The Thread That Binds Them All 

These five promises work together to paint a picture of perfect restoration. Every curse from 

the fall will be reversed. Every broken thing will be made whole. Every sorrow will turn to joy.  

But notice the foundation of it all: "Therefore they are before the throne of God" (v. 15). The 

word "therefore" connects all these blessings to one truth: they have been cleansed by the 

blood of the Lamb. 

These promises aren't rewards for good behavior. They're not earned through religious 

performance. They're gifts given to those who have trusted Christ's sacrifice for their sins.  

You don't have to be perfect to receive these promises. You just have to be forgiven. You don't 

have to have your life together. You just have to have your robes washed in the blood of the 

Lamb. 
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These promises are your inheritance if you belong to Christ. They're guaranteed realities. The 

same God who promised to send a Savior and kept that promise will keep these promises too.  

Hold onto these promises. They're not too good to be true. They're so good they can only be 

true because God himself has spoken them. 

IV. Conclusion: A Hope That Anchors Us (7-10 minutes) 

A. Answering the Cosmic Question 

Do you remember how we got here? Chapter 6 ended with one of the most haunting 

questions in all of Scripture. After the sixth seal was opened, after the earthquake and the 

darkened sun and the blood-red moon, after kings and slaves alike hid in caves begging the 

mountains to fall on them, one desperate question echoed through the universe: "Who can 

stand in the day of his wrath?" (Revelation 6:17). 

That question hung in the air like smoke from a battlefield. It seemed like the answer was "no 

one." The mighty were cowering. The powerful were powerless. Even the rocks couldn't 

provide shelter from God's judgment. 

Chapter 7 is God’s response. It's a double-sided answer that shows us exactly who can stand. 

First, we see 144,000 sealed servants from every tribe of Israel. They can stand because they 

bear God's mark on their foreheads. They're protected by divine seal before judgment falls.  

Then we see an uncountable multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and language. They 

can stand because they've washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. They're not hiding in 

caves; they're standing before the throne with palm branches, shouting victory songs. 

The answer to "Who can stand?" is clear: God's people can stand. Not because they're 

stronger or better, but because they belong to him. Not because they avoided trouble, but 

because they trusted Christ through trouble. 

B. The Thread That Runs Through Everything  

But I want you to see something that ties this whole chapter together.  

In verse 3, the angel commands, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have 

sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads."  
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In verse 10, the multitude cries out, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!" 

In verse 14, the elder explains, "They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb." 

Did you catch it? "Our God… our God… the Lamb." This is all about relationship. The sealed 

ones belong to God. The multitude declares salvation belongs to God. The cleansed ones are 

purified by the Lamb's blood. 

The people who can stand are not strangers to God. They're not distant admirers or casual 

followers. They're family. They're children. They're servants who belong to their Master. 

They're sheep who belong to their Shepherd. 

C. Living Between the Visions 

Here's what this means for us right now. We live between these two visions. We're the 144,000 

sealed on earth, and we're also the uncountable multitude destined for heaven. We're the 

church militant and the church triumphant at the same time.  

Some days you feel like the sealed servant, marked for protection but still facing the storm. 

You know you belong to God, but it feels like the winds of tribulation are howling around you.  

Other days you catch a glimpse of the victory celebration. In corporate worship, when we sing 

together, when we declare that salvation belongs to our God, you can almost hear the echo of 

that heavenly anthem. You remember that this struggle is temporary and the victory is 

certain. 

Both visions are true. Both are yours. You are sealed for the journey and destined for the 

celebration. 

Your Present Protection: Right now, today, you bear God's seal. You belong to him. The same 

protection that shields the 144,000 shields you. You might go through tribulation, but you 

won't be destroyed by it. You might face the storm, but you won't be swept away by it.  

Your Future Promise: The white robe is already yours. The palm branch is waiting in your 

hand. Your voice will join that uncountable choir. God will wipe away your tears. The Lamb 

will be your Shepherd. You will hunger and thirst no more.  

Your Present Purpose: Until that day comes, you have work to do. You're sealed for service, 

not just safety. You're protected so you can be part of God's plan to rescue others.  
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D. When the Silence Breaks 

But our story doesn't end with celebration. Next week, we'll see what happens when this 

interlude ends. Chapter 8 opens with these ominous words: "When the Lamb opened the 

seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour" (Revelation 8:1). 

After all the worship we've just witnessed, after the angels' sevenfold "Amen," after the 

multitude's victory songs, heaven falls completely silent. It's the silence before the storm, the 

quiet moment before the trumpet judgments begin. 

That silence is pregnant with meaning. It's the silence of holy anticipation. It's the silence of 

preparation. It's the silence that says, "The final act is about to begin."  

The same Jesus who shelters his people under his protective wings is also the Lamb who 

opens the seals of judgment. The same God who wipes away tears also pours out wrath on 

unrepentant sin. Love and justice aren't opposites in God; they're two sides of th e same 

perfect character. 

We'll discover that the prayers of the saints, offered in golden bowls before God's throne, 

actually trigger the trumpet judgments. The suffering church isn't forgotten or ignored. Their 

cries for justice are heard and answered. Our prayers have more power  than we ever 

imagined! 

 


