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Introduction
Last week we ended in silence.

The music stopped. The craftsmen went home and never 
came back. The lamps went dark. The voice of the bride and 
bridegroom went quiet. And in that silence, the last thing 
John showed us was what the judge found when He looked 
at Babylon.

Blood.

The blood of prophets. The blood of saints. The blood of all 
who had been slain on the earth. God kept every record. He 
forgot no one. And He answered.

We closed with a question. When the smoke rises, where are 
you standing? With the merchants cataloguing their losses? 
Or with heaven?

Tonight we find out what heaven looks like.

Because the silence does not last. What breaks it is not more 
mourning. It is not another lament. It is not the sound of a 
city rebuilding itself. What breaks the silence of Babylon's 
fall is a roar. A sound like a great multitude, like rushing 
water, like mighty thunder. And what they are shouting is 
one word.
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Because the silence does not last. What breaks it is not more 
mourning. It is not another lament. It is not the sound of a 
city rebuilding itself. What breaks the silence of Babylon's 
fall is a roar. A sound like a great multitude, like rushing 
water, like mighty thunder. And what they are shouting is 
one word.

Hallelujah.

The same fire and smoke that made the world weep makes 
heaven worship. And into that worship steps an 
announcement that changes everything. The judge who 
found the blood in Babylon is also a Bridegroom. And His 
bride is getting ready.

John is still writing to the same suftering people he has 
been writing to all along. Churches being pressured. 
Believers who lost their livelihoods because they refused to 
play by Babylon's rules. People who looked at the power 
and reach of the Roman system and wondered quietly 
whether any of it was going to matter in the end.

Revelation 19:1–10 is God's answer to that question.

It matters. All of it matters. Every act of faithfulness. Every 
quiet refusal. Every loss. The judge saw it. The Bridegroom 
remembers it. And the wedding is almost here.

Read the Text: Revelation 19:1–
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Read the Text: Revelation 19:1–
10 (BSB)
Revelation 19:1–10 BSB
ft Affer this I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude 
in heaven, shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God! 

¹ For His judgments are true and just. He has judged the 
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality. He has avenged the blood of His servants that 
was poured out by her hand.” 

² And a second time they called out: “Hallelujah! Her smoke 
rises forever and ever.” 

³ And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell 
down and worshiped God who sits on the throne, saying: 
“Amen, Hallelujah!” 

⁴ Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our 
God, all you who serve Him, and those who fear Him, small 
and great alike!” 

⁵ And I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude, like 
the rushing of many waters, and like a mighty rumbling of 
thunder, crying out: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 

⁶ Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. For the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made 
herself ready. 

⁷ She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.” For 
the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the saints. 

⁸ Then the angel told me to write, “Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

ft⁹ So I fell at his feet to worship him. But he told me, “Do not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who rely on the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
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ft Affer this I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude 
in heaven, shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God! 

¹ For His judgments are true and just. He has judged the 
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality. He has avenged the blood of His servants that 
was poured out by her hand.” 

² And a second time they called out: “Hallelujah! Her smoke 
rises forever and ever.” 

³ And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell 
down and worshiped God who sits on the throne, saying: 
“Amen, Hallelujah!” 

⁴ Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our 
God, all you who serve Him, and those who fear Him, small 
and great alike!” 

⁵ And I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude, like 
the rushing of many waters, and like a mighty rumbling of 
thunder, crying out: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 

⁶ Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. For the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made 
herself ready. 

⁷ She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.” For 
the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the saints. 

⁸ Then the angel told me to write, “Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

ft⁹ So I fell at his feet to worship him. But he told me, “Do not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who rely on the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Walking Through the Text

1. The Word That Was Waiting (vv. 1–3)
Revelation 19:1–3 BSB
ft Affer this I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude 
in heaven, shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God! 

¹ For His judgments are true and just. He has judged the 
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality. He has avenged the blood of His servants that 
was poured out by her hand.” 

² And a second time they called out: “Hallelujah! Her smoke 
rises forever and ever.”
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ft Affer this I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude 
in heaven, shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God! 

¹ For His judgments are true and just. He has judged the 
great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality. He has avenged the blood of His servants that 
was poured out by her hand.” 

² And a second time they called out: “Hallelujah! Her smoke 
rises forever and ever.”

The first word out of heaven's mouth is Hallelujah.

That might seem obvious. But stop and consider what that 
word actually is. This is the only place in the entire New 
Testament where the Hebrew word hallelujah appears. It 
means "Praise the LORD." In Hebrew it is two words fused 
together: hallelu (praise) and Yah (the shortened form of 
Yahweh, the personal name of God). Every time it appears 
here, it is not a vague spiritual exclamation. It is a specific 
declaration directed at a specific God.

In the Old Testament, hallelujah is the language of the 
Psalms. It runs through Psalms 111 through 117, through 
Psalm 135, and through the great closing collection of 
Psalms 146 through 150. These are songs of praise rooted in 
specific things God has done. He feeds the hungry. He sets 
prisoners free. He gives sight to the blind. He liffs up the 
humble. He loves the righteous. And He frustrates the ways 
of the wicked. The Psalms do not praise God in the abstract. 
They praise Him because He has acted, because His 
character has shown itself in history, because what He 
promised He actually did.
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In the Old Testament, hallelujah is the language of the 
Psalms. It runs through Psalms 111 through 117, through 
Psalm 135, and through the great closing collection of 
Psalms 146 through 150. These are songs of praise rooted in 
specific things God has done. He feeds the hungry. He sets 
prisoners free. He gives sight to the blind. He lifts up the 
humble. He loves the righteous. And He frustrates the ways 
of the wicked. The Psalms do not praise God in the abstract. 
They praise Him because He has acted, because His 
character has shown itself in history, because what He 
promised He actually did.

But there is a more specific connection worth making here. 
Psalms 113 through 118 are known as the Hallel Psalms. 
Hallel is the same root as Hallelujah. These six psalms were 
sung at the great Jewish feasts, and most importantly, they 
were sung at Passover. Every Jewish family at the Passover 
meal would sing through these psalms. The first two were 
sung before the meal. The last four were sung after. In fact, 
Matthew 26:30 tells us that after the Last Supper, Jesus and 
His disciples sang a hymn before going out to the Mount of 
Olives. That hymn was almost certainly the second half of 
the Hallel.

Think about what that means. The same psalms that were 
sung to celebrate God's deliverance of Israel from Egypt, the 
same songs that Jesus sang on the night He was betrayed, 
are now the songs being sung in heaven to celebrate the 
final defeat of the system that had been enslaving and 
killing His people. The Passover Lamb has become the 
Bridegroom. The songs that marked the first exodus are 
being sung again at the final one.

John's first readers who knew their scriptures would have 
felt that connection in their bones. The God who split the 
Red Sea and drowned Pharaoh's army did not retire. He is 
still acting. He is still delivering. And the Hallelujah that rang 
out over Egypt's defeat is ringing out again over Babylon's.
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That is exactly what is happening here.

Heaven is not erupting in generic worship. It is erupting in 
response to something specific. God judged the great 
prostitute. He condemned the system that corrupted the 
earth and killed His people. And that act of judgment is itself 
an occasion for praise.

The multitude gives three reasons for the first Hallelujah. 
Salvation, glory, and power belong to God. His judgments 
are true and righteous. And He has avenged the blood of His 
servants.

That third reason deserves careful attention, and we will 
come to it in a moment. But first, notice the order. Salvation 
comes before judgment. The praise begins not with what 
God destroyed but with who He is and what He has done for 
His people. Salvation. Glory. Power. These belong to Him. 
The judgment of Babylon flows out of that character, not the 
other way around. God does not define himself by what He 
tears down. He defines himself by what He builds and 
rescues and redeems. The judgment of Babylon is an 
expression of His salvation, not a contradiction of it. He 
destroyed the thing that was destroying His people because 
He is a God who saves.

The second Hallelujah comes in verse 3. "Her smoke rises 
forever and ever."
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This is a direct echo of Isaiah 34:10, where God pronounces 
permanent desolation on Edom. The smoke that rose from 
Edom in Isaiah's vision never went out. John takes that 
image and applies it to Babylon. The destruction is not 
temporary. It is not a setback she will recover from. The 
smoke keeps rising. There is no rebuilding. There is no 
return.

For believers watching a system that seemed permanent 
and unstoppable, this was not a frightening image. It was a 
settled one. The thing that had been grinding them down 
was gone for good.

That is what the first Hallelujah is about. Not destruction for 
its own sake. Not celebration of suftering. It is the praise of 
people who have finally seen the judge act. Who have finally 
seen the promise kept. Who have finally seen the One they 
love do exactly what He said He would do.

And the judge is Jesus. John 5:22 tells us that the Father has 
entrusted all judgment to the Son. The verdict that heaven 
is celebrating in these verses was rendered by the same One 
who in Revelation 1 walks among the lampstands with eyes 
like fire. The same One who in Revelation 5 was the only one 
found worthy to open the scroll. The One who bled for the 
very people Babylon was killing.

This is not cold justice. This is a shepherd who knows every 
sheep by name, who saw what was done to them, and who 
made good on every promise He made to them.
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This is not cold justice. This is a shepherd who knows every 
sheep by name, who saw what was done to them, and who 
made good on every promise He made to them.

2. “He Has Avenged the Blood of His 
Servants”

Before we move to the throne room scene in verses 4 and 5, 
we need to stop and spend real time on one phrase in verse 
3.

"He has avenged the blood of His servants."

This is one of the most emotionally loaded lines in the entire 
passage. And to feel the full weight of it, you need to 
understand where it comes from.

The concept of the "avenger of blood" is deeply embedded 
in the Old Testament legal and social structure. In Numbers 
35 and Deuteronomy 19, God established a system for 
dealing with bloodshed in Israel. If a person was killed, the 
nearest male relative had both the right and the 
responsibility to pursue justice on behalf of the one who 
was slain. He was called the goel haddam, the avenger of 
blood. His role was not personal revenge. It was the 
restoration of justice in the community. Blood shed unjustly 
cried out for an answer. And the avenger of blood was the 
one appointed to give that answer.
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But behind the legal system was a deeper theological 
reality. Go back to Genesis 4. Abel's blood cried out from the 
ground after Cain killed him. God heard it. He said to Cain, 
"Your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground." God 
himself heard the cry of innocent blood before any legal 
system existed. Before there were courts or laws or avengers 
of blood, God was already listening to the ground.

That image never goes away in Scripture. It runs all the way 
through. In Psalm 9:12, the one who avenges blood 
remembers the afflicted and does not ignore their cry. In 
Deuteronomy 32:43, the Song of Moses ends with God 
avenging the blood of His servants. That passage from 
Deuteronomy is almost certainly in the background here. 
John's readers who knew the Torah would have heard it 
immediately.

The word translated "avenged" here carries the full legal 
weight of the goel concept. God did not simply punish 
Babylon. He acted as the kinsman-redeemer, the nearest 
relative, the one with the responsibility to answer for the 
blood of His people. And He did it because they are His. 
They are His servants. They belong to Him. The blood shed 
was blood He knew by name.

The goel has not changed. He still hears. He still acts. And 
the Hallelujah of heaven is the sound of what it looks like 
when He does.
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3. The Elders, the Living Creatures, and the 
Voice From the Throne (vv. 4–5)
Revelation 19:4–5 BSB
ft And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell 
down and worshiped God who sits on the throne, saying: 
“Amen, Hallelujah!” 

ff Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our 
God, all you who serve Him, and those who fear Him, small 
and great alike!”

The great multitude shouts Hallelujah. And then the camera 
pulls back to the throne room.

The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures appear 
throughout Revelation as the representatives of all creation 
gathered around the throne. In Revelation 4 and 5 they led 
worship when John first saw the throne room. Here they 
appear again, falling down and adding their "Amen, 
Hallelujah" to the roar of the multitude.

"Amen" is the word of confirmation. It means "so be it." It 
means "this is true and I stand behind it." When the elders 
say "Amen, Hallelujah," they are confirming that the 
judgment was just, that the praise is warranted, that God 
did right. All of heaven is in agreement. There is no dissent 
in the throne room. No one argues that Babylon deserved 
another chance. No one suggests the verdict was too harsh. 
The elders and the living creatures, who have had the 
clearest possible view of God's character and God's plan, fall 
on their faces and say: Yes. This is right. Praise the LORD.
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"Amen" is the word of confirmation. It means "so be it." It 
means "this is true and I stand behind it." When the elders 
say "Amen, Hallelujah," they are confirming that the 
judgment was just, that the praise is warranted, that God 
did right. All of heaven is in agreement. There is no dissent 
in the throne room. No one argues that Babylon deserved 
another chance. No one suggests the verdict was too harsh. 
The elders and the living creatures, who have had the 
clearest possible view of God's character and God's plan, fall 
on their faces and say: Yes. This is right. Praise the LORD.

Then a voice comes from the throne. Not from God directly. 
From the throne. It calls out to every servant of God, small 
and great, and tells them to praise.

This is significant. The call to praise does not go only to the 
powerful or the prominent. Small and great. The believer 
who lost his business because he wouldn't join the trade 
guild tied to emperor worship is being called to praise 
alongside the apostles and prophets. The woman who 
quietly refused to burn incense to Caesar's image is being 
included in this call. Nobody is left out. Nobody's 
faithfulness was too small to matter. God sees them all. And 
He is calling them all by name into this moment of worship.

Psalm 115:13 says God will bless those who fear Him, both 
small and great. The voice from the throne in verse 5 is that 
promise ringing out in the throne room. It is a reminder that 
the God who judges Babylon is also the God who sees and 
values every quiet act of faithfulness that nobody else 
noticed.

4. The Announcement That Changes 
Everything (vv. 6–8)
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4. The Announcement That Changes 
Everything (vv. 6–8)
Revelation 19:6–8 BSB
ft And I heard a sound like the roar of a great multitude, like 
the rushing of many waters, and like a mighty rumbling of 
thunder, crying out: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 

ff Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. For the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made 
herself ready. 

¹ She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.” For 
the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the saints.

The voice from the throne called the servants to praise. And 
what follows is the answer to that call.

John describes it with three comparisons. A great multitude. 
Rushing waters. Mighty thunder. He is running out of ways 
to describe the sound because there is no earthly 
equivalent. He keeps stacking images on top of each other 
because one is not enough. This is not gentle worship 
music. This is a roar. This is the sound of every redeemed 
voice in heaven finally getting to say the thing they have 
been waiting to say.

And what they say is worth reading slowly.
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"Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Let 
us rejoice and celebrate and give Him glory, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself 
ready."

This is the fourth and final Hallelujah of the passage. And it 
is the loudest one. The first two Hallelujahs in verses 1 and 3 
were about what God did to Babylon. They looked backward 
at the judgment. This fourth Hallelujah looks forward. It is 
not primarily about what was destroyed. It is about what is 
coming. The reign of God. The marriage of the Lamb. The 
bride made ready.

This is the emotional and theological peak of the entire 
passage. Everything before it was building to this moment. 
The silence of Babylon, the fall of the great prostitute, the 
smoke rising forever, the avenging of the blood of the saints. 
All of it was clearing the stage for this announcement. The 
Lord God Almighty reigns. And the Lamb is getting married.

The language "the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns" 
comes straight from Psalm 97:1 and Psalm 99:1. "The LORD 
reigns." In the Psalms, that declaration was an act of 
defiance against every earthly king who claimed ultimate 
authority. When Israel sang "the LORD reigns," they were 
saying that Pharaoh does not have the final word. 
Nebuchadnezzar does not have the final word. Caesar does 
not have the final word.
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For the believers under Domitian who had been pressured 
to confess "Caesar is Lord," this fourth Hallelujah was not 
just worship. It was a declaration. The Almighty reigns. Not 
the emperor. Not the empire. Not the system that had been 
demanding their loyalty and threatening their lives. The 
Almighty.

But notice the shift. The fourth Hallelujah does not stay in 
the language of judgment. It moves immediately into the 
language of celebration. "Let us rejoice and celebrate and 
give Him glory." The Greek word translated "celebrate" here 
is agalliao. It carries the idea of extreme, leaping joy. The 
kind of joy that cannot stay still. This is not the quiet 
satisfaction of justice being served. This is the unbridled 
celebration of people who have been waiting a very long 
time and have finally seen the thing they were waiting for 
arrive.

And what has arrived? The marriage of the Lamb.

This is the announcement that reframes everything. The 
first three Hallelujahs were about Babylon. This one is about 
the Lamb. The focus of heaven shifts from what has been 
destroyed to who is being celebrated. Babylon's fall was 
necessary. But it was never the point. The point was always 
the wedding. The point was always the Lamb and His bride. 
The destruction of Babylon was the clearing of the stage. 
The marriage of the Lamb is what the stage was always 
meant to hold.
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This is the announcement that reframes everything. The 
first three Hallelujahs were about Babylon. This one is about 
the Lamb. The focus of heaven shifts from what has been 
destroyed to who is being celebrated. Babylon's fall was 
necessary. But it was never the point. The point was always 
the wedding. The point was always the Lamb and His bride. 
The destruction of Babylon was the clearing of the stage. 
The marriage of the Lamb is what the stage was always 
meant to hold.

John's readers needed to hear both things. They needed to 
know that the system crushing them would fall. But they 
also needed to know that the story did not end with a fallen 
city. It ended with a wedding. It ended with the Lamb taking 
His bride. It ended with rejoicing so loud it sounded like 
thunder.

That is the fourth Hallelujah. And that is the one that carries 
the whole passage home.

And then the announcement shifts.

"For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has 
made herself ready."

This is the pivot of the entire passage. The judgment of 
Babylon clears the way for this moment. The silence of 
18:22–23, where the voice of the bride and bridegroom went 
quiet in Babylon, gives way to this announcement. The 
wedding joy Babylon promised but could never actually 
deliver is now arriving in its true form.

The Old Testament is full of bridal imagery for God's 
relationship with His people. Isaiah 61:10 pictures the 
redeemed dressed in garments of salvation, adorned like a 
bride on her wedding day. Ezekiel 16:8–14 describes God 
entering into a covenant with Israel that He compares to a 
marriage, clothing her in fine linen and costly garments. 
Hosea 2:19–20 records God's promise to betroth Israel to 
Himself forever in righteousness and faithfulness. The 
marriage of the Lamb is not a new idea. It is the fulfillment 
of something God has been moving toward throughout the 
entire Old Testament.

16Exported from Logos Bible Study, 5:23 PM May 5, 2026.



The Old Testament is full of bridal imagery for God's 
relationship with His people. Isaiah 61:10 pictures the 
redeemed dressed in garments of salvation, adorned like a 
bride on her wedding day. Ezekiel 16:8–14 describes God 
entering into a covenant with Israel that He compares to a 
marriage, clothing her in fine linen and costly garments. 
Hosea 2:19–20 records God's promise to betroth Israel to 
Himself forever in righteousness and faithfulness. The 
marriage of the Lamb is not a new idea. It is the fulfillment 
of something God has been moving toward throughout the 
entire Old Testament.

The bride here is the church. The collective body of those 
who belong to the Lamb. And she has made herself ready.

But notice how she is dressed. Fine linen, bright and clean. 
And John immediately tells us what the linen represents. 
The righteous deeds of the saints.

This is the single most important practical statement in the 
entire passage. And it needs to be handled carefully because 
it is easy to hear it the wrong way.

Some people will hear "righteous deeds of the saints" and 
immediately feel the pressure of performance. If the 
wedding clothes are made of my righteous acts, then my 
place at the wedding depends on how well I have done. That 
reading is understandable. But it is not what John is saying.

Go back two chapters to Revelation 7:14. The saints who 
stand before the throne have "washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb." The ground of their 
acceptance is not their deeds. It is the blood of Jesus. The 
fine linen of righteous acts is not what gets the bride 
through the door. The Lamb's blood is what gets her 
through the door. The fine linen is what she is wearing when 
she arrives.
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Go back two chapters to Revelation 7:14. The saints who 
stand before the throne have "washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb." The ground of their 
acceptance is not their deeds. It is the blood of Jesus. The 
fine linen of righteous acts is not what gets the bride 
through the door. The Lamb's blood is what gets her 
through the door. The fine linen is what she is wearing when 
she arrives.

Paul makes the same distinction in Philippians 2:12–13. 
"Work out your salvation with fear and trembling. For it is 
God who works in you to will and to act according to His 
good purpose." The working out is real. The acts are real. 
But the source of both the will and the ability is God himself. 
The bride did not weave her own wedding dress from 
scratch. She was given the linen. But she wore it. She chose 
it every time she refused Babylon's ofter. Every time she 
held onto her testimony when it cost her something. Every 
time she stayed faithful when walking away would have 
been easier.

The bride's wedding clothes are not the ground of her 
acceptance. That is the blood of the Lamb. But they are the 
evidence and expression of her love for the Bridegroom. 
They show that the relationship was real. That her faith was 
not just a declaration she made once and then lived 
however she wanted. She loved Him. And her righteous acts 
are what that love looked like in practice.

The businessman who refused the guild. The believer who 
wouldn't burn the incense. The ordinary person who held 
onto the testimony of Jesus when it cost them something 
real. None of it was wasted. Every act of faithfulness became 
part of the wedding clothes. Not because it earned the 
wedding. But because it showed that the bride actually 
loved the One she was marrying.
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The businessman who refused the guild. The believer who 
wouldn't burn the incense. The ordinary person who held 
onto the testimony of Jesus when it cost them something 
real. None of it was wasted. Every act of faithfulness became 
part of the wedding clothes. Not because it earned the 
wedding. But because it showed that the bride actually 
loved the One she was marrying.

Think about what that meant to the original readers. They 
had lost things. Real things. Income. Status. Safety. Some 
had lost family members. Some were in prison. And they 
might have wondered whether any of it actually mattered. 
Whether their quiet refusals and their costly choices were 
making any difterence at all.

John is telling them: it matters. It is being woven into 
something. The bride getting ready in verse 7 is wearing the 
faithfulness of every believer who refused to bow to 
Babylon. Not as a transaction. Not as a way to earn the 
wedding. But as the visible expression of a relationship that 
was already real.

Every act of costly obedience is a stitch in the wedding 
gown.

5. The Invitation, the Beatitude, and the 
Warning (vv. 9–10)
Revelation 19:9–10 BSB
ff Then the angel told me to write, “Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

¹² So I fell at his feet to worship him. But he told me, “Do not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who rely on the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
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ft Then the angel told me to write, “Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

ff¹ So I fell at his feet to worship him. But he told me, “Do not 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
who rely on the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

The angel stops and tells John to write something down.

"Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of 
the Lamb."

This is the fourth of seven beatitudes in Revelation. The 
word "blessed" in the Greek is makarios. It is the same word 
Jesus used in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5. It carries the idea 
of a deep and settled wellbeing that does not depend on 
circumstances. To be blessed in this sense is not to feel 
good. It is to be in a position of genuine favor with God, 
grounded in something that cannot be taken away.

And who is invited? The answer matters. Earlier in 
Revelation 19 the bride is the church, the body of believers. 
But here the invitation language suggests something slightly 
broader. The wedding supper is the great eschatological 
feast Isaiah spoke of in Isaiah 25:6–9, where God prepares a 
feast for all peoples, where He swallows up death forever, 
where He wipes away the tears from every face. The 
invitation goes out. All who belong to the Lamb are 
welcome.
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The angel adds something that should not be skipped: 
"These are the true words of God." In a world full of the 
pharmakeia of Babylon, where the nations were deceived by 
promises that looked like life but were poison, this phrase 
carries real weight. What God says is true. What Babylon 
promised was a lie. The contrast between chapter 18 and 
chapter 19 is ultimately a contrast between lies and truth. 
Babylon deceived. God speaks true words and keeps them.

Then John does something surprising. He falls at the angel's 
feet to worship him.

This is not the first time this has happened in Revelation. It 
will happen again in chapter 22. And both times the angel 
corrects him immediately and firmly. "Do not do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you."

The correction is pastoral and important. John has just 
witnessed a staggering vision. The roar of heaven, the 
announcement of the marriage of the Lamb, the beatitude 
spoken over the invited guests. He is overwhelmed. And in 
his overwhelmed state, he directs his worship at the 
messenger instead of the One who sent the message.

The angel will not accept it. He is a fellow servant. He holds 
to the testimony of Jesus just as John and his brothers do. 
Worship belongs to God alone.
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For first-century believers living under the Roman imperial 
cult, this was a sharp and practical word. The empire was 
demanding worship. Spectacular messengers, whether 
angelic or imperial, could draw misplaced devotion. The 
correction John receives is the same correction the church 
in every age needs. No matter how overwhelming the 
messenger, no matter how glorious the experience, worship 
belongs to God.

After the correction, the angel says one more thing. And it is 
easy to read past it because it comes at the end of the 
passage after a lot of movement. But do not read past it.

"The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

This is an incredibly rich statement. It deserves real time.

Start with what the phrase is actually saying. The angel has 
just identified himself as a fellow servant who holds to the 
testimony of Jesus. Then he says that the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy. He is making a connection between 
two things: the witness that believers bear about Jesus, and 
the entire prophetic tradition of Scripture.

The word "spirit" here is not referring to the Holy Spirit 
directly, though the Holy Spirit is certainly involved in 
prophecy. The word is used in the sense of the inner 
animating reality of something. The spirit of a thing is what 
gives it its life and direction. So what John is being told is 
this: the animating center of all prophecy is the testimony of 
Jesus. Every prophet who ever spoke, every vision that was 
ever given, every word that God ever breathed out through 
His servants was moving toward Him and finding its 
meaning in Him.
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The word "spirit" here is not referring to the Holy Spirit 
directly, though the Holy Spirit is certainly involved in 
prophecy. The word is used in the sense of the inner 
animating reality of something. The spirit of a thing is what 
gives it its life and direction. So what John is being told is 
this: the animating center of all prophecy is the testimony of 
Jesus. Every prophet who ever spoke, every vision that was 
ever given, every word that God ever breathed out through 
His servants was moving toward Him and finding its 
meaning in Him.

This is not a new idea in the New Testament. Jesus himself 
said it in Luke 24:27 on the road to Emmaus. Starting with 
Moses and all the prophets, He explained to the two 
disciples what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. Not some of the Scriptures. All of them. The Law, 
the Prophets, the Writings. All of it was about Him. Peter 
says in 1 Peter 1:10–11 that the prophets searched intently 
and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and 
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was 
pointing when He predicted the sufterings of Christ and the 
glories that would follow. The Spirit of Christ was in the 
prophets. The testimony of Jesus was the spirit of what they 
were saying, even when they did not fully understand it 
themselves.

So when the angel says "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy," he is not making a narrow theological point 
about the book of Revelation. He is making a statement 
about the entire Bible. Isaiah was not just writing about 
Babylon and Edom. He was writing about the one whose 
robe would be dipped in blood and who would tread the 
winepress of God's wrath (Isaiah 63), who would be the 
suftering servant (Isaiah 53), who would prepare a feast for 
all peoples and swallow up death forever (Isaiah 25). 
Jeremiah was not just writing about the millstone and the 
exile. He was writing about the new covenant that God 
would one day make, written not on stone but on hearts 
(Jeremiah 31). Ezekiel's dry bones were not just about 
Israel's restoration. They were pointing to the resurrection. 
All of it was pointing somewhere. And that somewhere was 
Jesus.
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So when the angel says "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy," he is not making a narrow theological point 
about the book of Revelation. He is making a statement 
about the entire Bible. Isaiah was not just writing about 
Babylon and Edom. He was writing about the one whose 
robe would be dipped in blood and who would tread the 
winepress of God's wrath (Isaiah 63), who would be the 
suftering servant (Isaiah 53), who would prepare a feast for 
all peoples and swallow up death forever (Isaiah 25). 
Jeremiah was not just writing about the millstone and the 
exile. He was writing about the new covenant that God 
would one day make, written not on stone but on hearts 
(Jeremiah 31). Ezekiel's dry bones were not just about 
Israel's restoration. They were pointing to the resurrection. 
All of it was pointing somewhere. And that somewhere was 
Jesus.

Now bring that back to where we are in the passage. John 
has just heard the announcement of the marriage of the 
Lamb. He has heard that the bride is clothed in fine linen 
representing righteous deeds. He has received the beatitude 
over those invited to the wedding supper. And in his 
overwhelmed state he falls at the angel's feet. The angel 
corrects him and then says: "The testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy."

Why say that here? Why at this exact moment?

Because everything John has just seen and heard is 
prophecy. The roar of heaven, the four Hallelujahs, the bride 
making herself ready, the wedding supper. All of it is the 
testimony of Jesus being fulfilled. The whole long story of 
Scripture, from the garden to the exodus to the prophets to 
the exile to the cross and resurrection, has been building 
toward this moment. The marriage of the Lamb is not a new 
plot line that appeared in Revelation. It is the destination 
that all the prophets were pointing toward without fully 
seeing.
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Because everything John has just seen and heard is 
prophecy. The roar of heaven, the four Hallelujahs, the bride 
making herself ready, the wedding supper. All of it is the 
testimony of Jesus being fulfilled. The whole long story of 
Scripture, from the garden to the exodus to the prophets to 
the exile to the cross and resurrection, has been building 
toward this moment. The marriage of the Lamb is not a new 
plot line that appeared in Revelation. It is the destination 
that all the prophets were pointing toward without fully 
seeing.

And for the believers reading this letter in the first century, 
that meant something very practical. When they picked up 
their scrolls and read Isaiah or Hosea or Ezekiel, they were 
not reading ancient history with a thin Christian application 
layered on top. They were reading the testimony of Jesus. 
The same Jesus who was about to return for His bride had 
been speaking through those prophets all along. His voice 
runs through the whole Bible. His story is the whole Bible.

That is why the angel says it here. Not as a footnote. As an 
anchor. In a world full of Babylon's pharmakeia, where lies 
dressed themselves up as truth and deception passed for 
wisdom, the testimony of Jesus is the fixed and unshifting 
center of everything God has spoken. Every prophet pointed 
to Him. Every vision found its meaning in Him. Every word of 
God has been, from the beginning, His testimony.

And the spirit of that testimony is still moving. Still pointing. 
Still saying the same thing it has always been saying.

Worship God. Because the Lamb is coming for His bride. And 
everything written in every scroll has always been about 
that day.
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Key Themes
The judge is also the Bridegroom. The same Jesus who 
rendered the verdict against Babylon in chapter 18 is the 
Lamb preparing to take His bride in chapter 19. These are 
not two difterent aspects of God in tension. They are the 
same person. The verdict against Babylon clears the way for 
the wedding. The judge who found the blood is the One who 
bled for His bride. You cannot separate His justice from His 
love. Both flow from the same character.

Worship is the right response to God's justice. Heaven 
does not respond to Babylon's fall with quiet relief. It 
responds with a fourfold Hallelujah. God's justice is not just 
an outcome to be appreciated from a distance. It is a 
revelation of who He is. And when God shows himself to be 
exactly who He said He was, the right response is worship. 
For people who have been waiting a long time for justice, 
this passage gives shape to what that moment actually feels 
like.

Every act of faithfulness matters. The bride's wedding 
clothes are made of righteous deeds. The quiet refusals, the 
costly choices, the acts of faithfulness nobody else saw. 
None of it was wasted. All of it was being woven into 
something. The believers who lost things to stay out of 
Babylon's system did not lose those things for nothing. They 
gave them for a wedding.
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Every act of faithfulness matters. The bride's wedding 
clothes are made of righteous deeds. The quiet refusals, the 
costly choices, the acts of faithfulness nobody else saw. 
None of it was wasted. All of it was being woven into 
something. The believers who lost things to stay out of 
Babylon's system did not lose those things for nothing. They 
gave them for a wedding.

Silence gives way to celebration. The voice of the bride 
and bridegroom went silent in Babylon at the end of chapter 
18. It breaks out in heaven at the beginning of chapter 19. 
What Babylon promised and could never deliver, the Lamb 
delivers completely. The silence was not the end. It was the 
space before something broke out that has no end.

Worship belongs to God alone. John's mistake at the 
angel's feet is not a strange one-oft moment. It is a warning 
for every believer in every age. Overwhelming experiences, 
powerful messengers, and dramatic visions can draw our 
attention and devotion away from the One they are meant 
to point toward. The angel's correction is simple and firm. 
Worship God.

Application
1. The martyrs under the altar in Revelation 6 asked how 
long. The first Hallelujah of chapter 19 is the answer to 
that cry. If you are honest, you have probably asked the 
same question in some form. You have watched a wrong 
go unchallenged. You have seen someone pay a real price 
for faithfulness and gotten no earthly reward for it. And 
you have wondered quietly whether God was keeping 
track. What would it look like for you to actually rest in the 
fact that He is? Not just believe it in your head, but let it 
change the way you carry what feels unresolved right 
now?
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1. The martyrs under the altar in Revelation 6 asked how 
long. The first Hallelujah of chapter 19 is the answer to 
that cry. If you are honest, you have probably asked the 
same question in some form. You have watched a wrong 
go unchallenged. You have seen someone pay a real price 
for faithfulness and gotten no earthly reward for it. And 
you have wondered quietly whether God was keeping 
track. What would it look like for you to actually rest in the 
fact that He is? Not just believe it in your head, but let it 
change the way you carry what feels unresolved right 
now?

2. The bride made herself ready. Her wedding clothes 
were her righteous deeds. That means the ordinary, 
faithful choices you are making right now are not 
invisible. They are not just personal discipline. They are 
part of something larger. Think about one specific area of 
your life where faithfulness has felt costly or invisible 
lately. How does knowing that it matters change the way 
you see that choice?

3. Heaven calls God's servants to praise, "both small and 
great." Nobody's faithfulness was too quiet to be included 
in that call. It can be easy to look at your own walk with 
God and feel like it doesn't amount to much compared to 
someone else's. The voice from the throne in verse 5 
includes you by name. What does it mean to you that God 
does not rank His servants by visibility?

4. The angel's correction to John is pointed. "Worship 
God." In seasons of overwhelming experience or spiritual 
intensity, it is possible to direct our attention and 
devotion toward the experience itself rather than toward 
the One behind it. Where in your own life are you most at 
risk of that right now? What would it look like to reorient?
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5. John is told that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. Everything God has spoken points to Jesus. 
When you read the Old Testament, when you encounter 
the prophets, when you trace the long thread of God's 
promises through Scripture, does Jesus feel like the 
center of all of it to you? Or does the Old Testament still 
feel like a separate story? What is one thing from tonight's 
OT connections that helped you see how long God has 
been moving toward this moment?

Closing
The silence of chapter 18 is broken.

Not by mourners. Not by merchants cataloguing their 
losses. Not by sailors throwing dust on their heads. It is 
broken by a roar from heaven. A sound like rushing water 
and mighty thunder. And the word on every mouth is 
Hallelujah.

The same smoke that made the world weep made heaven 
worship. And that difterence tells you everything about 
where your foundation actually is.

The bride is getting ready. The fine linen is being woven 
from the faithful choices of God's people across every 
generation. Every act of costly obedience. Every quiet 
refusal to play by Babylon's rules. Every loss taken for the 
sake of the Lamb. None of it forgotten. All of it being 
prepared for a wedding. 29Exported from Logos Bible Study, 5:23 PM May 5, 2026.



The bride is getting ready. The fine linen is being woven 
from the faithful choices of God's people across every 
generation. Every act of costly obedience. Every quiet 
refusal to play by Babylon's rules. Every loss taken for the 
sake of the Lamb. None of it forgotten. All of it being 
prepared for a wedding.

And the Bridegroom is the judge. The same One who found 
the blood in Babylon. The same One who heard the martyrs 
under the altar asking how long. The same One who walked 
among the lampstands in Revelation 1. He is the one 
preparing this feast. And He is the one who said: "Blessed 
are those who are invited."

That invitation is real. It is standing. And the words that 
carry it are true.

The world stood far oft and wept when Babylon burned. The 
bride of the Lamb is standing at the edge of the greatest 
celebration the universe has ever seen.

Next week we turn the page one more time. The wedding 
has been announced. But there is still one more scene 
before the celebration begins. The sky splits open. A rider 
appears on a white horse. And the One who is the 
Bridegroom, the Judge, and now the conquering King rides 
out to finish what started when the stone hit the water.

The Lamb is also the Lion. And next week we will see what 
that looks like.
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