Sermon Overview: "Bro, | Got Trust Issues"
(Hebrews 2:1-4)

CENTRAL QUESTION:

How do we combat the tendency to drift from our faith and overcome the "trust issues”
that arise from past hurts, anxieties, and the enemy's deceptions, so we can fully embrace
that Jesus' way is truly better?

|. THE URGENT CALL: DON'T DRIFT! (Hebrews 2:1)

Key Scripture: Hebrews 2:1 - "Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, lest we drift away from it."
Why "Therefore"?

e Connects directly to Hebrews 1: Jesus is infinitely superior to angels and all previous
revelations.

The Nature of Drifting:

e It's passive, requires no effort, and often happens unnoticed.

e Occurs when we lose focus on what we've heard - the truth about Jesus.
What We've Heard (Recap from Hebrews 1):

e Jesus is the heir of all things

e God's final word

e Creator of the universe

o Perfectreflection of God's glory

e Sustainer of all things

e Provider of purification from sin

e Seated at God's right hand

ll. THE STAKES OF NEGLECT (Hebrews 2:2-3a)

Key Scripture: Hebrews 2:2-3a - "For since the message declared by angels proved to be
reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we
escape if we neglect such a great salvation?"

The Old Standard:

e The Law (message declared by angels) was reliable
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e Disobedience brought just punishment (cf. Hebrews 10:26-31)
The "Great Salvation":

e Far superior to the Old Covenant

e "Neglect" (not necessarily outright rejection) is a profound danger

e One can acknowledge its truth but fail to actively embrace it

[1l. CONFIRMATION OF OUR SALVATION (Hebrews 2:3b-
4)

Key Scripture: Hebrews 2:3b-4 - "It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested
to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various
miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will."

Divine Origin & Eyewitness Testimony:

e Declared first by the Lord Jesus Himself
e Attested by those who heard Him (apostles/eyewitnesses)

e Note: The author of Hebrews likely heard it second-hand, emphasizing the chain of
reliable testimony

God's Multifaceted Witness:
o Signs, wonders, and various miracles
e Gifts of the Holy Spirit, distributed according to His sovereign will

e lllustration: The Jewish man in Florida encountering believers whose experience of
God he desperately desired

V. CONFRONTING "TRUST ISSUES": IS JESUS' WAY
REALLY BETTER?

Understanding Our "Trust Issues":
e Projecting past negative experiences onto our future expectations (anxiety)
e The internal battle: "Do I really believe He's better?"

The Enemy's Playbook vs. God's Truth:
e lllustration: The story of Jaycee Dugard - the enemy seeks to steal identity, inflict
pain, and make us feel forgotten and worthless

e The enemy's lies: "Jesus doesn't care," "His way isn't better,” "You're too damaged"
e Our counter: " don't believe you (the enemy's lies). I am who God says [ am"

Biblical Precedents of Trust Amidst Suffering:
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e Joseph, Rahab, Matthew, Peter, John, Paul, Stephen - all concluded through extreme
trials that "His way is better"

V. LIVING BEYOND NEGLECT: EMBRACING GOD'S WILL
WITH TRUST

The Crucial Question:
e Is]Jesus' finished work enough for you, even if you see no further signs or wonders?

e God's Challenge: "Do you trust Me?"
Choosing God's Will:
e It may be difficult, but it's always better than any alternative
e Affirming God's Word over feelings and circumstances
Practical Application:
e Actively speak God's truths over your life

e Recognize that even if you feel unseen or hurt, God's way remains superior

KEY TAKEAWAY:

To overcome the drift caused by "trust issues" and neglect, we must actively fix our
attention on the revealed truth of Jesus' supreme worth, reject the enemy's attempts to
redefine our identity and God's character, and courageously declare—even in hardship—
that His way is unequivocally better.

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:

e In what specific areas do you personally struggle with "trust issues" concerning
God's plan or goodness?

e What does "paying much closer attention" look like for you this week to avoid
spiritual drifting?

e How can the examples of biblical figures who endured suffering yet affirmed God's
"better way" encourage your faith?

e What truths from God's Word can you speak over yourself today to counteract any
feelings of neglect or doubt?
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