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Introduction

In Revelation 13, we saw the terrifying rise of the beast from the sea and the beast from the
earth. We watched as the dragon gave the first beast authority, and the second beast (the false
prophet) deceived the world into worshiping the first beast. The mark of the beast was
imposed. God's people faced the threat of economic exclusion, persecution, and death.

Now in chapter 14, God pulls back the curtain to show us a different reality. Yes, the beast
appears to reign. But the Lamb is sovereign. Yes, the world is marked with the beast's name.
But God's people are sealed with the Father's name. This chapter gives assurance to the
suffering church and warns the rebellious world.

Verse-by-Verse

Verse 1

Revelation 14:1 ESV

! Then | looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had
his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.

John writes, "Then | looked." This signals a new vision. After the darkness of chapter 13,
John's eyes are directed to something glorious.

"On Mount Zion stood the Lamb." Mount Zion is central to Israel's theology. It's the hill in
Jerusalem where the temple stood. But Zion is more than geography. It represents the place
of God's rule, God's dwelling, and God's victory.

Look at Psalm 2:6 (ESV): "As for me, | have set my King on Zion, my holy hill." God enthrones
His anointed King on Zion. Psalm 48:1-2 says, "Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in
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the city of our God! His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount
Zion, in the far north, the city of the great King."

Isaiah 2:2-3 and Micah 4:1-2 speak of Zion as the place where God's word goes out to the
nations in the last days. Hebrews 12:22-24 tells us that believers have come "to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem."

So when John sees the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, he's seeing Jesus Christ in His place of
authority and victory. This is the same Lamb who was slain (Revelation 5:6), but now He
stands triumphant. The Lamb is not cowering or defeated. He stands as the Victor and King.

And with Him are 144,000. Who are these people? We first met them in Revelation 7:4-8,
where they were sealed from the twelve tribes of Israel. Some interpreters take this literally as
ethnic Jewish believers in the end times. Others see it as symbolic of the whole people of God,
Jew and Gentile, the full number of the redeemed.

The number itself may be symbolic: 12 (tribes) x 12 (apostles) x 1,000 (completeness and
multitude). It speaks of the complete covenant community, the true Israel of God that
includes all who trust in Jesus.

What matters here is the contrast. In Revelation 13:16-17, the beast's followers received a
mark on their right hand or forehead. But God's people have the Lamb's name and the
Father's name written on their foreheads.

This goes back to Ezekiel 9:4 (ESV): "And the LORD said to him, 'Pass through the city, through
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the

abominations that are committed in it."" God marked His faithful remnant before judgment

fell on Jerusalem.

It also points back to the high priest's turban in Exodus 28:36-38, which had a gold plate
engraved with "Holy to the LORD." God's people now bear His name. They belong to Him.
They are His possession. The mark is not a physical tattoo but a spiritual reality: ownership,

identity, and security.

Verse 2

Revelation 14:2 ESV

2And | heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud
thunder. The voice | heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps,
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John hears something remarkable. The sound is "like the roar of many waters." This is the
same language used in Revelation 1:15 to describe the voice of the risen Christ. It's also used
in Ezekiel 43:2 (ESV): "And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east. And
the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and the earth shone with his

glory."

The sound is also "like the sound of loud thunder." Thunder is associated with God's presence
and voice throughout Scripture (Exodus 19:16, Psalm 29, John 12:29). Thunder signals
majesty, power, and awe.

But then the sound shifts. It's also "like the sound of harpists playing on their harps." Harps
are instruments of worship in the temple (Psalm 33:2, 150:3). They accompanied the singing
of psalms. This is not the thunder of judgment alone. It's the music of worship.

So the sound John hears is both majestic and musical, terrifying and beautiful. It's the voice of
God's redeemed people lifting up praise.

Verse 3

Revelation 14:3 ESV

*and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and
before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed
from the earth.

The 144,000 sing "a new song." This is a common theme in the Psalms and prophets. Psalm
96:1 says, "Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!" Psalm 98:1, Psalm
144:9, and Psalm 149:1 all call God's people to sing a new song.

Why a new song? Because God has done a new work of redemption. The old songs celebrated
past deliverances (like the Exodus). The new song celebrates the new and greater deliverance
through the Lamb.

Isaiah 42:9-10 (ESV) says, "Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now
declare; before they spring forth | tell you of them. Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise
from the end of the earth."

The "new song" in Revelation 5:9 was sung by the living creatures and elders in response to
the Lamb's worthiness to open the scroll. There the song was, "Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation."
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Here in 14:3, the 144,000 sing their own new song "before the throne and before the four
living creatures and before the elders." This is worship in the heavenly throne room. The
setting is corporate, public, and exalted.

"No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth."
This doesn't mean the song is secret or exclusive in a negative sense. It means the song is
experiential. Only those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb can truly sing it.
Only those who have tasted grace, forgiveness, and salvation can sing this song from the
heart.

Think of it this way: A person who has never been forgiven cannot sing "Amazing Grace" with
the same joy as one who knows the weight of sin lifted. The 144,000 sing because they have
been redeemed.

The word "redeemed" (Greek agorazo) means "purchased" or "bought." It was used in the
marketplace for buying slaves or goods. The 144,000 have been bought with a price, the blood
of the Lamb (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 1 Peter 1:18-19).

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ESV

% 0Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God? You are not your own,

2 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

1 Peter 1:18-19 ESV

8 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not

with perishable things such as silver or gold,

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

Verse 4

Revelation 14:4 ESV

*Itis these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for
God and the Lamb,

This verse has generated much discussion and some confusion. Let's work through it
carefully.
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"It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins." Some have
taken this literally to mean only celibate men. But that interpretation doesn't fit the broader
biblical testimony or the context of Revelation.

| believe the language here is symbolic and draws on Old Testament imagery. In the prophets,
spiritual unfaithfulness to God is often described as adultery or sexual immorality. Israel's
idolatry is called harlotry and adultery (Ezekiel 16, 23; Hosea 1-3; Jeremiah 3).

| think to be a "virgin" in this context means to be spiritually pure, undefiled by idolatry and
false worship. The 144,000 have not compromised with the beast or the false religious system
(Babylon the harlot, who appears in Revelation 17-18). They have kept themselves pure for
Christ.

Paul uses this same imagery in 2 Corinthians 11:2 (ESV): "For | feel a divine jealousy for you,

since | betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ."

The church is the bride of Christ. Believers, male and female, are called to moral and spiritual
purity. This is about covenant faithfulness.

"It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes." This is the language of discipleship. Jesus
said in John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me." In John
12:26, He said, "If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant
be also."

To follow the Lamb wherever He goes means total commitment. It means obedience even
unto death. It means going where He leads, whatever the cost.

"These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb." The term
"firstfruits" comes from the Old Testament sacrificial system. Leviticus 23:10 commanded
Israel to bring the first sheaf of the harvest to the priest as an offering to the Lord. The
firstfruits were a sign that the full harvest was coming.

James 1:18 (ESV) says, "Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures." Believers are the firstfruits of God's new
creation.

The 144,000 are called firstfruits here. They represent the beginning of the full harvest of
redeemed humanity. They are a sign and pledge that the entire harvest will be gathered in.
This ties into the harvest imagery we'll see in verses 14-20.
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Verse 5
Revelation 14:5 ESV
*>and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.

"In their mouth no lie was found." This echoes several Old Testament texts. Isaiah 53:9 (ESV)
says of the Suffering Servant, "And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man
in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth."

Psalm 32:2 (ESV) says, "Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit."

Zephaniah 3:13 (ESV) speaks of the remnant of Israel: "those who are left in Israel; they shall
do no injustice and speak no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful tongue."

The 144,000 are marked by truthfulness. They have not lied or deceived. They have not sworn
allegiance to the beast. They have not participated in the lies and deceptions of the enemy.

This doesn't mean they are sinless in themselves. It means they are covered by the
righteousness of Christ and have been made holy. They stand blameless before God because
of the Lamb's sacrifice.

"For they are blameless." The Greek word is amomos, which means without blemish or fault. It
was used in the Old Testament to describe sacrificial animals that had to be without defect
(Exodus 12:5, Leviticus 1:3).

Ephesians 1:4 (ESV) says God "chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him." Ephesians 5:27 speaks of Christ presenting the

church to Himself "in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be
holy and without blemish."

Philippians 2:15 calls believers to be "blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation."

The 144,000 are blameless not by their own merit but by the grace and work of the Lamb.
They have been washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).

Verse 6

Revelation 14:6 ESV
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® Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.

The scene shifts. John now sees "another angel flying directly overhead." The word "another"
(Greek allos) suggests this is one of several angels John will see in succession. Three angelic
announcements follow in verses 6-11.

This angel has "an eternal gospel to proclaim." The word "eternal" (Greek aidnios) means
everlasting, for the ages. This is the gospel that has always been true and will always be true.
Itis the good news of God's plan of salvation, announced from Genesis 3:15 onward and
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

Some interpreters see this as a distinct message from the gospel of grace preached by the
church. They see it as an announcement of God's sovereignty and coming judgment. But the
word "gospel" (euangelion) is the same word used throughout the New Testament for the
good news of Jesus Christ.

This angel proclaims the gospel "to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and
language and people." The scope is universal. Every ethnic group, every language group,
every corner of the earth will hear.

This fulfills the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19-20 and the promise of Matthew 24:14
(ESV): "And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come."

It also echoes the promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:3, that "in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed."

Revelation often uses the phrase "every tribe and language and people and nation" (5:9, 7:9,
13:7, 14:6). It stresses the universality of God's purposes and the multiethnic composition of
the redeemed.

Verse 7

Revelation 14:7 ESV

" And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of
water.”

The angel speaks "with a loud voice." This is a public, urgent announcement. There is no

whispering or secrecy. The message is bold and clear.
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"Fear God and give him glory."

Let's pause here and dig deeper into what it means to fear God. This is one of the most
misunderstood commands in all of Scripture.

The Hebrew word for fear in the Old Testament is yare. The Greek word here in Revelation
is phobeo (from which we get "phobia"). Both words can mean terror or dread, but in the
context of fearing God, they carry a richer, fuller meaning.

What the fear of God is NOT:

The fear of God is not cringing terror, like a child cowering before an abusive parent. It's not
the fear of a slave before a cruel master. God does not want us to be paralyzed by dread or
anxiety in His presence.

Romans 8:15 (ESV) says, "For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 'Abba! Father!""

1 John 4:18 (ESV) tells us, "There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has
to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love."

So the fear of God is not incompatible with love. In fact, true fear of God flows from love and
leads to deeper love.

What the fear of God IS:

The fear of God is reverence, awe, and holy respect. It's recognizing who God is: infinite in
power, perfect in holiness, absolute in authority, and utterly worthy of worship.

It means taking God seriously. It means recognizing that He is not a tame deity we can
manipulate or control. He is the Creator. We are the creatures.

Here are several dimensions of the fear of God:
1. The fear of God is awe at His majesty and holiness.

When Isaiah saw the Lord "sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up" with the seraphim crying,
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts," his response was fear. He said, "Woe is me! For | am
lost; for | am a man of unclean lips" (Isaiah 6:1-5).

When Job encountered God in the whirlwind, he said, "I had heard of you by the hearing of
the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore | despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes"
(Job 42:5-6).
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When Peter witnessed the miraculous catch of fish and realized who Jesus was, he fell at
Jesus' knees and said, "Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord" (Luke 5:8).

True fear of God begins with seeing God as He is: holy, glorious, transcendent, and utterly
other.

2. The fear of God is submission to His authority.

To fear God means to acknowledge that He has the right to command us. He is Lord. We are
servants. He is King. We are subjects.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (ESV) sums it up: "The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man."

Fearing God and keeping His commandments go hand in hand. If we truly fear God, we will
obey Him. We won't treat His word as optional or pick and choose what we like.

3. The fear of God is a healthy dread of His judgment.

While believers are secure in Christ and need not fear condemnation (Romans 8:1), we should
still have a sober awareness that God is Judge and that He will hold us accountable.

Hebrews 10:30-31 (ESV) says, "For we know him who said, 'Vengeance is mine; | will repay.’

And again, 'The Lord will judge his people.' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God."

2 Corinthians 5:10-11 (ESV) says, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,

so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others."

Paul knew the fear of the Lord, and it motivated him to evangelize and to live faithfully. The
fear of judgment is not meant to paralyze us but to spur us to holiness and mission.

4. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.
This theme runs throughout Proverbs and the wisdom literature.

Proverbs 9:10 (ESV): "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the Holy One is insight."

Psalm 111:10 (ESV): "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it
have a good understanding."
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Job 28:28 (ESV): "Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is
understanding."

You cannot be truly wise without fearing God. All human knowledge and philosophy, apart
from the fear of God, is folly.

5. The fear of God leads to blessing and life.

Proverbs 14:27 (ESV): "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from
the snares of death."

Proverbs 19:23 (ESV): "The fear of the LORD leads to life, and whoever has it rests satisfied; he
will not be visited by harm."

Psalm 34:7-9 (ESV): "The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers
them. Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack!"

The fear of God is not a burden. It's a blessing. It leads to life, protection, satisfaction, and joy.
6. The fear of God is expressed in worship.

Psalm 5:7 (ESV): "But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. |
will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you."

Psalm 96:9 (ESV): "Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the
earth!"

True worship is not casual or flippant. It's reverent. It's serious. We come before God with joy,
yes, but also with awe.

Hebrews 12:28-29 (ESV) says, "Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that

cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,
for our God is a consuming fire."

Back to Revelation 14:7:

When the angel commands the world to "fear God and give him glory," he's calling humanity
to stop treating God as irrelevant or optional. He's calling them to turn from idols, from self-
worship, from the beast, and to bow before the one true God.

"Because the hour of his judgment has come." The reason for fearing God is urgent: judgment
is at hand. The time for trifling with God is over. The time for decision is now.

Page 10 of 16



"And worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water." This is a
direct call to worship the Creator, not the creature. It's a rejection of idolatry and a summons
to turn from false gods.

This language echoes the first commandment (Exodus 20:3-5) and Psalm 146:6 (ESV): "who

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them."

Acts 14:15 records Paul and Barnabas saying to the pagans at Lystra, "We bring you good
news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and
the earth and the sea and all that is in them."

The call to worship the Creator is a call to reject the beast and all false systems of worship. It's
an ultimatum: worship God or face judgment.

And the proper posture before the Creator is fear: reverent awe, humble submission, and holy
obedience.

Verse 8

Revelation 14:8 ESV

8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made
all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”

A second angel announces judgment. "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great." The repetition
emphasizes certainty. Babylon's fall is sure. It's announced as if it has already happened, even
though chapters 17-18 will describe it in detail.

Who or what is Babylon? In the Old Testament, Babylon was the empire that destroyed
Jerusalem and carried Judah into exile. The prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah pronounced
lengthy oracles of judgment against Babylon (Isaiah 13-14, 21, Jeremiah 50-51).

Isaiah 21:9 (ESV) says, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and all the carved images of her gods he has
shattered to the ground." Jeremiah 51:7-8 (ESV) says, "Babylon was a golden cup in the

LORD's hand, making all the earth drunken; the nations drank of her wine; therefore the
nations went mad. Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken."

In Revelation, Babylon symbolizes the world system opposed to God: political power,
economic exploitation, idolatry, and immorality. Many see it as Rome in John's day, and by
extension, every empire or cultural system that exalts itself against God.
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"She who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality." Babylon is
depicted as a seductive harlot who intoxicates the nations with her immorality. This is the
language of spiritual adultery and idolatry.

The "wine of her sexual immorality" refers to her corrupting influence. She spreads false
worship, greed, violence, and moral corruption. The nations are drunk on her lies and
pleasures.

This prepares us for Revelation 17-18, where Babylon the harlot is portrayed in detail and her

judgment is executed.

Verse 9

Revelation 14:9 ESV

°® And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,

Now a third angel speaks. This is the most solemn and severe of the three announcements.
It's a warning.

"If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his
hand." This refers directly back to Revelation 13:15-17, where the second beast (the false
prophet) caused people to worship the image of the first beast and receive its mark.

The mark on the forehead or hand signifies ownership and participation in the beast's system.

Verse 10

Revelation 14:10 ESV

% he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and
he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb.

The consequence is stated clearly. "He also will drink the wine of God's wrath." Just as
Babylon made the nations drink the wine of her immorality (v. 8), so those who follow her will
drink the wine of God's wrath.

"Poured full strength into the cup of his anger." The Greek phrase means unmixed, undiluted.
In the ancient world, wine was often mixed with water. But the wine of God's wrath is poured
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out at full strength. There is no dilution, no mitigation. It is pure, holy, and just anger against
sin.

Psalm 75:8 (ESV) says, "For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup with foaming wine, well
mixed, and he pours out from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the
dregs."

Isaiah 51:17 speaks of Jerusalem drinking "from the hand of the LORD the cup of his wrath."

"And he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb." Fire and sulfur (brimstone) are images of divine judgment. They
remind me of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19:24 (ESV): "Then the LORD
rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven."

Isaiah 34:9-10 uses fire and sulfur as judgment imagery. Psalm 11:6 (ESV) says, "Let him rain
coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup."

The torment takes place "in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb."
This is a public vindication of God's justice. The Lamb who was slain will witness the just
punishment of those who rejected Him and persecuted His people.

This is difficult language. But it underscores the seriousness of sin and the holiness of God.
Judgment is not arbitrary or cruel. It is the necessary response of a holy and just God to
persistent rebellion and evil.

Verse 11

Revelation 14:11 ESV

1 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or
night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its
name.”

"The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever." This echoes Isaiah 34:10 (ESV), which
speaks of Edom's judgment: "Night and day it shall not be quenched; its smoke shall go up
forever. From generation to generation it shall lie waste."

The phrase "forever and ever" (Greek eis aionas aionodn) is used throughout Revelation to
describe eternity (1:18, 4:9-10, 5:13, 10:6, 15:7). It speaks of unending duration.
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"They have no rest, day or night." This contrasts sharply with verse 13, where the faithful who
die in the Lord are blessed and "rest from their labors." Those who worship the beast find no
rest. Their torment is continuous.

"These worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name."
The judgment is specified. It falls on those who deliberately chose the beast over the Lamb,
who worshiped the creature rather than the Creator.

This is sobering. But it's also a warning given in love. The purpose of this announcement is not
to gloat but to call people to repentance while there is still time.

Verse 12

Revelation 14:12 ESV

2Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God
and their faith in Jesus.

After the three angelic announcements, John offers a pastoral word. "Here is a call for the
endurance of the saints." The Greek word for endurance (hypomoné) means patient
steadfastness, perseverance under trial.

The saints are called to endure. They are to stand firm in the face of persecution, economic
pressure, and social exclusion. They are not to compromise or capitulate.

This echoes Revelation 13:10 (ESV): "Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints."

"Those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus." True saints are marked
by two things: obedience and faith.

Keeping God's commandments doesn't mean legalistic works-righteousness. It means loving
obedience that flows from a changed heart (John 14:15, 1 John 5:3).

Faith in Jesus is the foundation. We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). But
genuine faith produces obedience (James 2:14-26).

Revelation 12:17 describes the dragon's targets as "those who keep the commandments of

God and hold to the testimony of Jesus."

The combination of commandment-keeping and faith shows that true Christianity is neither
legalism nor cheap grace. It's a living relationship with Jesus that results in transformed lives.
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Verse 13

Revelation 14:13 ESV

¥ And | heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for
their deeds follow them!”

A voice from heaven speaks. John is commanded to write. This is one of seven beatitudes
(blessings) in Revelation (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14).

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." This is comfort to believers facing
martyrdom. To die in the Lord is not tragedy but victory. It is entrance into eternal rest and
reward.

Paul wrote in Philippians 1:21, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." And in 2
Corinthians 5:8, "We would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord."

"From now on" may indicate the increasing intensity of persecution and trial in the last days.
Or it may simply mean from the time of Christ's first coming onward.

"Blessed indeed," says the Spirit. The Holy Spirit Himself affirms this blessing. The testimony
of the Spiritis sure and true.

"That they may rest from their labors." Those who die in the Lord enter into rest. This recalls
the Sabbath rest of God in Genesis 2:2-3 and the promise of rest in Hebrews 4:9-10 (ESV): "So
then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God's rest
has also rested from his works as God did from his."

The faithful have labored. They have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith (2
Timothy 4:7). Now they rest.

"For their deeds follow them." This doesn't mean they earn salvation by works. It means their
works testify to their faith. Their deeds are the fruit of grace, and they will be rewarded.

1 Corinthians 3:14 (ESV) says, "If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives,

he will receive a reward."

Revelation 22:12 says, "Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay

each one for what he has done."

The deeds of the saints follow them into eternity as evidence of genuine faith and as the basis

for reward (not salvation, which is by grace alone).
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Conclusion

Let's step back and see the main themes of this passage.

1. God's people are sealed and secure. The 144,000 bear the name of the Lamb and the
Father. They are owned, protected, and set apart. This gives assurance in the midst of trial.

2. Worship is the privilege and joy of the redeemed. The new song, the harps, the presence
before the throne—all point to the ultimate purpose of salvation: to worship God forever.

3. Holiness and purity matter. The 144,000 are described as virgins, blameless, without lie.
This is the fruit of redemption. God calls us to moral and spiritual purity.

4. The gospel goes to all nations. The angel proclaims the eternal gospel to every people
group. The mission of the church is universal. We are called to take the gospel to the ends of
the earth.

5. Worship the Creator, not the creature. The call to fear God and worship the One who
made heaven and earth is a rejection of idolatry in all its forms.

6. Judgment is real and certain. Babylon will fall. Those who worship the beast will drink the
wine of God's wrath. The stakes are eternal.

7. Endurance is required. The saints are called to patient perseverance, keeping God's
commandments and holding fast to faith in Jesus.

8. Death in the Lord is blessed. For believers, death is not defeat but entry into rest and
reward.

Revelation 14:1-13 gives us a vivid contrast between two kingdoms and two destinies. On one

side stands the Lamb on Mount Zion with His redeemed people, sealed, singing, and secure.
On the other side stands Babylon and the beast, destined for judgment and destruction.
Between them flies an angel proclaiming the eternal gospel to every nation, calling the world
to fear God, worship the Creator, and turn from idolatry before it's too late.
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