
Week 2: Isaiah Chapters 2 to 5 
Finding the Bullseye Part 1 (Judgement) 

 
- Hebrew poeƟc structure oŌen used literary structure to emphasize what it was trying you 

teach. 
- Isaiah 1:1 to 5:30 forms a literary poeƟc structure that is intended to lead you to a central 

idea.  
- Think C-B-A-B-C with “A” being the main “point” of the structure. 
- C = The Corrupt City (Isaiah 1) 

o B = The Holy City (Isaiah 2:1-5) 
 A = The City Brought to Judgment (Isaiah 2:6-4:1) 

o B = The Holy City (4:2-6) 
- C = The Corrupt City (Isaiah 5) 
- So what’s going to be the main point of this secƟon of Isaiah’s vision? Judgement is coming! 

 
 
Isaiah 2:1–5:30 (ESV) 
Chapter 2:1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 2It shall come to pass in the laƩer days that the 
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be liŌed up above the hills; and 
all the naƟons shall flow to it, 3and many peoples shall come, and 
say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the 
naƟons, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; naƟon shall not liŌ up sword against naƟon, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the LORD. 6For you have rejected your people, the house of 
Jacob, because they are full of things from the east and of fortune-
tellers like the PhilisƟnes, and they strike hands with the children 
of foreigners. 7Their land is filled with silver and gold, and there is 
no end to their treasures; their land is filled with horses, and there 
is no end to their chariots. 8Their land is filled with idols; they bow 
down to the work of their hands, to what their own fingers have 
made. 9So man is humbled, and each one is brought low— do not 
forgive them! 10Enter into the rock and hide in the dust from before 
the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of his majesty. 11The 
haughty looks of man shall be brought low, and the loŌy pride of 
men shall be humbled, and the LORD alone will be exalted in that 
day. 12For the LORD of hosts has a day against all that is proud and 
loŌy, against all that is liŌed up—and it shall be brought low; 

LaƩer days meaning “far 
future”…not right now. 

Covenant language 

Idolatry vs the Splendor of YHWH’s 
majesty 



13against all the cedars of Lebanon, loŌy and liŌed up; and against 
all the oaks of Bashan; 14against all the loŌy mountains, and against 
all the upliŌed hills; 15against every high tower, and against every 
forƟfied wall; 16against all the ships of Tarshish, and against all the 
beauƟful craŌ. 17And the haughƟness of man shall be humbled, and 
the loŌy pride of men shall be brought low, and the LORD alone will 
be exalted in that day. 18And the idols shall uƩerly pass away. 19And 
people shall enter the caves of the rocks and the holes of the 
ground, from before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor 
of his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth. 20In that day 
mankind will cast away their idols of silver and their idols of gold, 
which they made for themselves to worship, to the moles and to 
the bats, 21to enter the caverns of the rocks and the cleŌs of the 
cliffs, from before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of 
his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth. 22Stop regarding man 
in whose nostrils is breath, for of what account is he?  
 
Chapter 3 
1For behold, the Lord GOD of hosts is taking away from Jerusalem 
and from Judah support and supply, all support of bread, and all 
support of water; 2the mighty man and the soldier, the judge and 
the prophet, the diviner and the elder, 3the captain of fiŌy and the 
man of rank, the counselor and the skillful magician and the expert 
in charms. 4And I will make boys their princes, and infants shall rule 
over them. 5And the people will oppress one another, every one his 
fellow and every one his neighbor; the youth will be insolent to the 
elder, and the despised to the honorable. 6For a man will take hold 
of his brother in the house of his father, saying: “You have a cloak; 
you shall be our leader, and this heap of ruins shall be under your 
rule”; 7in that day he will speak out, saying: “I will not be a healer; 
in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; you shall not make 
me leader of the people.” 8For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah 
has fallen, because their speech and their deeds are against the 
LORD, defying his glorious presence. 9For the look on their faces 
bears witness against them; they proclaim their sin like Sodom; 
they do not hide it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on 
themselves. 10Tell the righteous that it shall be well with them, for 
they shall eat the fruit of their deeds. 11Woe to the wicked! It shall 
be ill with him, for what his hands have dealt out shall be done to 
him. 12My people—infants are their oppressors, and women rule 
over them. O my people, your guides mislead you and they have 
swallowed up the course of your paths. 13The LORD has taken his 
place to contend; he stands to judge peoples. 14The LORD will enter 
into judgment with the elders and princes of his people: “It is you 

They cast away their false gods, but 
sƟll run to the place where their 

false gods “live”. 
 

The paƩern of idolatry. 

Judah’s leaders are corrupt 
(3:1-15) 



who have devoured the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your 
houses. 15What do you mean by crushing my people, by grinding 
the face of the poor?” declares the Lord GOD of hosts. 16The LORD 
said: Because the daughters of Zion are haughty and walk with 
outstretched necks, glancing wantonly with their eyes, mincing 
along as they go, Ɵnkling with their feet, 17therefore the Lord will 
strike with a scab the heads of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD 
will lay bare their secret parts. 18In that day the Lord will take away 
the finery of the anklets, the headbands, and the crescents; 19the 
pendants, the bracelets, and the scarves; 20the headdresses, the 
armlets, the sashes, the perfume boxes, and the amulets; 21the 
signet rings and nose rings; 22the festal robes, the mantles, the 
cloaks, and the handbags; 23the mirrors, the linen garments, the 
turbans, and the veils. 24Instead of perfume there will be 
roƩenness; and instead of a belt, a rope; and instead of well-set 
hair, baldness; and instead of a rich robe, a skirt of sackcloth; and 
branding instead of beauty. 25Your men shall fall by the sword and 
your mighty men in baƩle. 26And her gates shall lament and mourn; 
empty, she shall sit on the ground.  
 
Chapter 4 
1And seven women shall take hold of one man in that day, saying, 
“We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us 
be called by your name; take away our reproach.” 2In that day the 
branch of the LORD shall be beauƟful and glorious, and the fruit of 
the land shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel. 3And 
he who is leŌ in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, 
everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, 4when the 
Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and 
cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of 
judgment and by a spirit of burning. 5Then the LORD will create over 
the whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by 
day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for over 
all the glory there will be a canopy. 6There will be a booth for shade 
by day from the heat, and for a refuge and a shelter from the storm 
and rain.  
 
Chapter 5 
1Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard on a very ferƟle hill. 2He dug it and 
cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 
watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and 
he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between 
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me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why 
did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a 
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall 
grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon 
it. 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and 
the men of Judah are his pleasant planƟng; and he looked for 
jusƟce, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an 
outcry! 8Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to 
field, unƟl there is no more room, and you are made to dwell alone 
in the midst of the land. 9The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: 
“Surely many houses shall be desolate, large and beauƟful houses, 
without inhabitant. 10For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one 
bath, and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah.” 11Woe to those 
who rise early in the morning, that they may run aŌer strong drink, 
who tarry late into the evening as wine inflames them! 12They have 
lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but 
they do not regard the deeds of the LORD, or see the work of his 
hands. 13Therefore my people go into exile for lack of knowledge; 
their honored men go hungry, and their mulƟtude is parched with 
thirst. 14Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appeƟte and opened its 
mouth beyond measure, and the nobility of Jerusalem and her 
mulƟtude will go down, her revelers and he who exults in her. 
15Man is humbled, and each one is brought low, and the eyes of the 
haughty are brought low. 16But the LORD of hosts is exalted in 
jusƟce, and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness. 
17Then shall the lambs graze as in their pasture, and nomads shall 
eat among the ruins of the rich. 18Woe to those who draw iniquity 
with cords of falsehood, who draw sin as with cart ropes, 19who say: 
“Let him be quick, let him speed his work that we may see it; let the 
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near, and let it come, that 
we may know it!” 20Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 
who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put biƩer for 
sweet and sweet for biƩer! 21Woe to those who are wise in their 
own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight! 22Woe to those who are 
heroes at drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 
23who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his 
right! 24Therefore, as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as 
dry grass sinks down in the flame, so their root will be as 
roƩenness, and their blossom go up like dust; for they have 
rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and have despised the word 
of the Holy One of Israel. 25Therefore the anger of the LORD was 

Here begins 6 “Woe” or cursing 
statements to those in the corrupt 
naƟon. 

Woe 1: To those moƟvated by 
greed rather than Godly 
contentment. 

Woe 2: To those moƟvated by 
pleasure and party. 

Woe 3: To those who mock the 
messenger warning them as they 
drag the burden of their sin. 

Woe 4: To those who invert God’s 
morality for their own authority. 

Woe 5: To those of arrogant pride. 
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right. 
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kindled against his people, and he stretched out his hand against 
them and struck them, and the mountains quaked; and their 
corpses were as refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this his 
anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out sƟll. 26He 
will raise a signal for naƟons far away, and whistle for them from 
the ends of the earth; and behold, quickly, speedily they come! 
27None is weary, none stumbles, none slumbers or sleeps, not a 
waistband is loose, not a sandal strap broken; 28their arrows are 
sharp, all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs seem like flint, and 
their wheels like the whirlwind. 29Their roaring is like a lion, like 
young lions they roar; they growl and seize their prey; they carry it 
off, and none can rescue. 30They will growl over it on that day, like 
the growling of the sea. And if one looks to the land, behold, 
darkness and distress; and the light is darkened by its clouds. 
 
BEFORE NEXT WEEK: 

- Read Isaiah 6:1 to 7:25 
- Suggested reading from Isaiah: God Saves Sinners – Chapters 5 to 7 
- Pray through the “Woes” of Isaiah 5 and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any temptaƟon you 

have to live in those warnings.   

Here is their punishment. 

“Slow to Anger”… 9 Ɵmes in OT: 
King Saul -> Fall of Jerusalem = 
400+ years. 


