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Methodology

Interviews Surveys

22 Ministry Experts 1,217 Parents
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EFC Research

RENEGOTIATING Parenting
FAITH

The Delay in Young Adult Identity Formation
and What it Means for the Church in Canada
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WHY & WHEN CANADIAN YOUNG'ADULTS ARE

LEAVING, STAYING & RETURNING TO THE CHURCH

BY JAMES PENNER, RACHAEL HARDER, ERIKA ANDERSON,
BRUNO DESORCY, AND RICK HIEMSTRA
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1 How are parents approaching
discipleship and why?

What are the implications for
?  the Church, grandparents,
and parents?
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Section 1

How are parents
approaching discipleship
and why?




Model
99% agree

gE EF( ' The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada



66% do taith formation differently

with their children
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66% do taith formation differently
with their children

32% Unquestioning obedience

[ lack of explanation
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beliefs &

behaviours
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modelling

713% agree taith formation

means offering religious
choice without pressure
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“[Plarents giving choice to their children in matters
of religion was a key factor for some in their
religious disaffiliation .”

Joel Thiessen and Sarah Wilkins-Laflamme, None of the Above: Non-Religious Identity in the
Us and Canada, Secular Studies (New York: New York University Press, 2020), 31-32.
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Personal Bible reading, children (blue) and parents (red)
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Select faith formation activities by age group, percent

21%

Memorized Scripture
41%

22%

64%

Sang worship songs or hymns
49%

31%

82%

Talked about faith in everyday conv.
42%

44%

78%
Read Bible apart from meals
43%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
Group: . Parent respondents . Children under 3 Children 4 to 11 . Children 12 to 17

Source: 2022 CEFFFS, Parent survey. N children under 3 = 435. N children 4 to 11 = 1,460, N children 12 to 17 = 1,054, N respondents = 1,217.
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Select faith formation activities by age group, percent
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Section 2

What are implications for
the Church, grandparents,
and parents?




Reasons for attending local church

Teaching / Preaching - _ 62%
Community - 49%
Doctrinal alignment - 46%
Youth and children’s programs - 44%
Family / Personal connections 1 31%
Proximity - 19%
Meets my needs - 9%
Cultural background - . 5%
NA/PNTS{ 3%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

FFFS, Parent Survey, N English respondents = 1,134. English respondents could choose up to 3 reasons from a list of 8.
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Comfortable

Community
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Comfortable I.ike-minded

Community
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Comfortable I.ike-minded

Community

Cultural Values
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Comfortable I.ike-minded

Community

Clultural Values Chemistry
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Comfortable I.ike-minded

Community
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Friends -

Podcasts A

Local church preaching -
Books -

Social media 1

Grandparents 1

None of the above -

Parenting course, ministry org. -

Internet - 14%

9%

Parenting course, local church 1

37%

33%

31%

23%

21%

21%

15%

44%
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Friends - 44%,

Podcasts 1 37%

Local church preaching 33%

BooOKS - 31%

Social media - 23%

Grandparents - 21%

None of the above 1 21%

Parenting course, ministry org. 1 15%

Internet - 14%,

Parenting course, local church - 9%

Source: 2022 CEFFFS, Parent Survey, N = 1,217.
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Friends A 44%,

Podcasts 1 37%

Local church preaching 4 _ 33%
Books - _ 31%
Social media 1 - 23%
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Vital Behaviours for
Children’s Faith
tngagement




Nurture a stable and loving relationship
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Nurture a stable and loving relationship

Model consistency
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Nurture a stable and loving relationship

Model consistency

Take advantage of transitions
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Nurture a stable and loving relationship

Model consistency

Take advantage of transitions

Establish “now” and “next” Christian communities
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Download for free at
Parenting parentingfaith.ca
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Faith Formation of

Children in the Home researCh@theefc LA
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