
Outline & Study Questions
Outline
1. David’s success led to his downfall.  The slippery slope of sin…

-  David wasn’t where he was supposed to be.
-  He went looking to see what he could find.
-  He used others to distance himself from the sin.  
-  He chose to sin.
-  He covered it up.

2. How the Mighty Fall (Jim Collins).
-  Hubris Born of Success: you think you are special. Rules don’t apply to you.
-  Undisciplined Pursuit of More: you overreach and pursue more than your foundation can handle.
-  Denial of Risk and Peril: Bad things can’t happen to me.  I won’t get caught. People will understand.
-  Grasping for Salvation: Quick fixes. Lying. Deals. Compromise.
-  Capitulation to Irrelevance – resign yourself to mediocrity and failure.

3. David shows his heart for God by asking for God's forgiveness. (Psalm 51) 

Going Deeper: Use the following questions for personal reflection and/or to discuss with 
family, friends, and/or small group.
1. Icebreaker Question: Share a time when you made a wrong turn on a road trip and the results created a 

real hardship.

2. Read 2 Samuel 11. From the message, what were the steps in David’s sin and cover-up?   

3. What were the steps from Jim Collin’s “How the Mighty Fall?” Do you think this is a good assessment of 
what happens? Why?

4. Who did David sin against—Bathsheba, Uriah or God?  Find examples in the text that prove your point. 
What does this teach us about the impact of sin? 

5. Is there a time in your life where you followed the same path as David? How so?

6. Read Psalm 32. It describes what David felt before and after his confession. If all our sins were forgiven by 
Christ dying on the cross, then what value does confession have today?  Why is it so important?

7. It’s been said that, “We are only as sick as our secrets.” Why do you think that keeping sin secret affects us 
so deeply? Why isn’t keeping it a secret a solution?

8. Confessing sin is obviously very hard to do. List some of the reasons.

9. What kind of community needs to exist in order for you to feel comfortable confessing your sin? How can 
we become that kind of community?
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