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I2"Even now,” declares the Lord,
"return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”

Joel 2:17



'3 Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger
and abounding in love, and he relents from
sending calamity.

Joel 2:13



“Who knows? He may turn and relent and
leave behind a blessing—grain offerings ana
drink offerings for the Lord your God.

Joel 2:14



> Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy
fast, call a sacred assembly.

Joel 2:15



6 Gather the people, consecrate the
assembly; bring together the elders, gather
the children, those nursing at the breast. Let
the bridegroom leave his room and the
bride her chamber.

Joel 2:16



I/ Let the priests, who minister betore the

L ord, weep between the portico and the
altar. Let them say, "Spare your people, Lora.
Do not make your inheritance an object of
scorn, a byword among the nations. Why

should they say among the peoples ‘Where
is their God?"”

Joel 2:16



MORE “"TROUBLING” TAKEAWAYS



A crisis can be a spiritual wake-up call




- Joel Interprets disaster as a moment for spiritua
examination, not denial or blame

- During natural disasters, economic shifts, and
social change, Joel invites us to ask what Goo
mignt be teaching rather than merely how to
recover

- \We should ask: “\What should | learn”’

GOD WORKS “IN” ALL THINGS



God calls for heartfelt repentance, not
habitual religion—"rend your heart
and not your garments”




- \We have the tendency to eguate churcn
attenaance, moral language, or etnical positions
for genuine repentance

- (50d values inward transformation over outwaro
conformity

- (3od Is Interested In a covenantal relationship, Not
mere ritual or religious benhavior

RELATIONSHIP NOT RITUAL



Repentance is a corporate calling




- [he entire community —leaders, tfamilies, youth,
and clergy —Is summoned

- Joel challenges our Individualistic faitn to sharead
confession, prayer, and renewal

- Corporate repentance is not about assigning
plame —1t IS about acknowledging shared patterns
ana priorities, that contribute to disruption

A COMMUNAL RESPONSIBILITY




God'’s character is the ground of hope
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- Hope IS not rooted IN the human move to "do
petter”, but on the gracious character of God

- (God meets heart-felt repentance, not with
rejection put with compassion anad restoration

- Repentance Is not about manipulating God to do
our will, but about recognizing his will as the only
way of genuine life

THE GROUND OF HOPE



The church’s witness is at stake




- [ne priests’ plea reminds us that spiritual vitality
shapes public withess—“VWhere is your God"?"

- When God’s people persist in unrepentant
patterns—pride, injustice, complacency, or
performative religion—thelir withess rings nollow

- BY openly acknowledging fallure and repentance
(50d’s people demonstrate that their hope rests In
grace rather than mo(a\ superiority

THE CHURCH’S WITNESS



- Lament the current social upheaval—aare to call
out Injustices while loving the enemies of justice

- Confess our dependence on the God of
scripture, not the power of the state

- =Nsure that our surrounding community sees Not
Just religious activity, but a people visiply
transformed by God’'s mercy

AN ENGAGED CHURCH
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