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cloud-based leadership
t rust ing the God of  the cloud



Numbers 13         NIV 
1 The Lord now said to Moses, 2 “Send out men to explore the land of 
Canaan, the land I am giving to the Israelites. Send one leader from 
each of the twelve ancestral tribes.” 
3 So at the Lord’s command Moses sent them out from the Desert of 
Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites. 4 These are their 
names:

God promises to give the land to the 
Israelites

They are sent out to explore how to 
get the land, not if they will get it
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1 The Lord now said to Moses, 2 “Send out men to explore the land of 
Canaan, the land I am giving to the Israelites. Send one leader from 
each of the twelve ancestral tribes.” 
3 So at the Lord’s command Moses sent them out from the Desert of 
Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites. 4 These are their 
names:

God promises to give the land to the 
Israelites

They are sent out to explore how to 
get the land, not if they will get it

They send the already-established 
leaders of each of the tribes.



Numbers 13         NIV 
17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through 
the Negev and on into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like and 
whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or 
many. 19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind 
of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the 
soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees in it or not? Do your best to 
bring back some of the fruit of the land.” 

God promises to give the land to the 
Israelites

They are sent out to explore how to 
get the land, not if they will get it

They send the already-established 
leaders of each of the tribes.



Numbers 13         NIV 
21 So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far 
as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath … 23 When they reached the Valley of 
Eshkol, they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of 
them carried it on a pole between them, along with some 
pomegranates and figs … 25 At the end of forty days they returned from 
exploring the land. 



Numbers 13         NIV 
26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 
community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to 
them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the 
land. 27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which 
you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit.

The land is AWESOME



Numbers 13         NIV 
28 “But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are 
fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there.29 The 
Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live 
in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the 
Jordan.” 

Beware of the human “but”

Fact: the Anakites (well-known as 
big and strong) were there. 

Fact: the cities were large and well-
fortified.

Everyone has facts before them.  

What we do next is determined by how we interpret those facts.



Numbers 13 30 Then Caleb silenced the people 
before Moses and said,  

“We should go up and take possession of the 
land, for we can certainly do it.”

Numbers 13 31 But the men who had gone up with 
him said,  

“We can’t attack those people; they are stronger 
than we are.”

Faith 
Interprets Facts in Light of God’s Word

Fear 
Interprets Facts in Light of Our Shortcomings

Everyone has facts before them.  

What we do next is determined by how we interpret those facts.



Those who take land
must walk by faith



Numbers 13         NIV 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those 
people; they are stronger than we are.” 
32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land 
they had explored. 

Because these men could not interpret 
the facts in light of God’s promise, they 
concluded “we can’t do it”.

They spread an evil, bad report. 
Fear is viral. 



Because these men could not interpret 
the facts in light of God’s promise, they 
concluded “we can’t do it”.

They spread an evil, bad report. 
Fear is viral. 

Their fear caused them to 
experience the land from their 
smallness.
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They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it.



Numbers 13         NIV 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those 
people; they are stronger than we are.” 
32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land 
they had explored.  

They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the 
people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there 
(the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like 
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”

Because these men could not interpret 
the facts in light of God’s promise, they 
concluded “we can’t do it”.

They spread a bad, viral report of fear

Their smallness causes them to 
experience the land as large and 
projects their insecurities onto their 
enemies. 

They are intimidated: become timid



Fear within us shrinks us



The presence of either fear or faith 
shapes the reality we experience.

What’s in you?



Deuteronomy 9  
1 Hear, Israel: You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in 
and dispossess nations greater and stronger than you, with 
large cities that have walls up to the sky. 2 The people are 
strong and tall—Anakites! You know about them and have 
heard it said: “Who can stand up against the Anakites?” 
3 But be assured today that the Lord your God is the one who 
goes across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy 
them; he will subdue them before you. And you will drive them 
out and annihilate them quickly, as the Lord has promised you.

Forty years later, Moses speaks to their children and sees the facts in light of God’s promises

God knows the facts.

Here’s the divine “but”

But God promised it and He will do it!



Romans 4     NIV 
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father 
of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”  

19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as 
good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that 
Sarah’s womb was also dead. 
20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of 
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,21 being 
fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 

The Nature of Faith is believing in the Promise of God beyond the Facts



Numbers 14  
1 That night all the members of the community raised their voices and 
wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and 
the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in 
this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us 
fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as 
plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they 
said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

The viral fear of the bad reports poisons 
the people.

These ten men were leaders … and they 
led from what was within them.

Their fears became the people’s fate.



Numbers 14         NIV 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite 
assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of 
Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore 
their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we 
passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and will give it to us. 

God is the chief actor in History.

Leaders therefore understand that 
pleasing God is the turntable: it’s the 
attribute that determines the future.



Numbers 14         NIV 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite 
assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of 
Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore 
their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we 
passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and will give it to us.  
9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people 
of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but 
the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.”

God is the chief actor in History.

Leaders therefore understand that 
pleasing God is the turntable: it’s the 
attribute that determines the future.

Focusing on God is key because He is 
the one who matters. 

If God is doing the fighting, they the 
Anakites are just prey. This is why walls 
and size don’t matter. 



Numbers 14         NIV 
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of 
the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites.  
11 The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with 
contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the 
signs I have performed among them? 

From God’s point of view, disobedience  
is treating Him with contempt. 

When we don’t obey, it’s ultimately 
because we don’t believe in Him.

[  Moses intercedes and asks God to not destroy them and God relents  ]



Numbers 14         NIV 
31 (God to the Israelites): “‘You said your children would be carried off 
as plunder. Well, I will bring them safely into the land, and they will 
enjoy what you have despised. 32 But as for you, you will drop dead in 
this wilderness.33 And your children will be like shepherds, wandering 
in the wilderness for forty years. In this way, they will pay for your 
faithlessness, until the last of you lies dead in the wilderness. 
34 “‘Because your men explored the land for forty days, you must 
wander in the wilderness for forty years—a year for each day, suffering 
the consequences of your sins. 

The fears of the Israelites become their 
fate.



Numbers 14         NIV 
24 But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me 
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his 
descendants will inherit it.

Those who live by faith inherit the land

We listen and obey, quickly, cheerfully 
and completely. 

God isn’t mean .

This was a test 
designed to reveal 

what was in the 
Israelites. They revealed 

that they could not 
trust God and do 

what He said. 

They wouldn’t have 
trusted God and 

obeyed what He was 
going to ask them to do 

next.



I want to receive 
Jesus into my life 

as my Leader

I have been living 
in fear. That fear 

has been 
shrinking me and 

my view of the 
things.  

God, I repent of 
not believing in 

you.

I’m tired of 
sitting on the 

sidelines. I will 
lean into people 
who are living by 

faith. 

[ d school ]

God has called 
me to take land. 

God, teach me to 
live by faith and 
follow you in the 
wildness of life. 


