Holy One, Covenant-Keeper,

Restorer of what is lost:

neal what is wounded,

and gather in all who have been rejected.
Give us the faith to champion the voices

of the downcast and oppressed,

that all people may be know your liberation.

Amen.

Opening Prayer
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OUTLINE OF JESUS’” “DISCOURSE ON THE HILL”
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RARE, natural mental

ability or creative power;

an EXCEPTIONAL level
of skill/talent
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WIDELY REGARDED AS GENIUSES

Eintein

1\2/: e

Energy is equal to mass multiplied by the speed of light squared



WIDELY REGARDED AS GENIUSES

Eintein

l\€/= e

Energy is equal to mass multiplied by the speed of light squared




WIDELY REGARDED AS GENIUSES

Carlsen

e

l\€/= e

Energy is equal to mass multiplied by the speed of light squared



WIDELY REGARDED AS GENIUSES

l\€/= e

Energy is equal to mass multiplied by the speed of light squared



WIDELY REGARDED AS GENIUSES

Einstein

11€/= e

Energy is equal to mass multiplied by the speed of light squared



LEARNING TO LIVE LIKE JESUS

Learning to live w/out ANGER
L earning to live w/out LUST

Learning to live w/out LYING
Learning to live w/out VENGEANCE

james Bryan smithy

L earning to live w/out VANITY The Good and seautiful
Learning to live w/out AVARICE |_| A
Learning to live w/out WORRY e

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

Learning to live w/out JUDGMENT



JUDGMENT

Making a NEGATIVE evaluation
of others without standing
in SOLIDARITY with them

james sryan smith

The Good and seautiful

LIFE

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD
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FALSE NARRATIVE

We tend to JUDGE people
for two primary reasons:

1.To “fix” them

james Bryan smithy

2.To make us feel better The cood and seautiful
about ourselves |_|

—

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



WHEN IT COMES TO “FIXING"...

Condemnation Engineering
Seeing someone WE deem

to be at fault, and launching
a verbal ATTACK to “fix” them

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

LIFE

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



Do not judge, so that you

may not be judged. For with

the judgement you make

you will be judged,

and the measure you give

will be the measure you get.

Why do you see the speck

in your neighbor’s eye, but do not
notice the log in your own eye?




Can we really...successfully negotiate
personal relations without letting
people know that we disapprove

of them and find them to be in the
wrong? Condemnation — giving it
and receiving it —is such a large part
of “normal” human existence that
we may not even be able to imagine
or think what life would be like
without it.

DALLAS
WILLARD




At least we need the choice of giving
others a good dose of blame and
condemnation when it seems
appropriate, don't we?

We have great confidence

in the power of condemnation

to “straighten others out.”

And if that fails, should we not

at least make clear that we are bALLTAS
on the side of what is right?

WILLARD



But what is it, exactly, that we do
when we condemn someone?
What we really communicate is that
they are, in some deep and possibly
irredeemable way, bad — bad as

a whole, and to be rejected. In our
eyes, the condemned are among
the discards of human life. They are
unacceptable. We sentence them to DALL‘AS
exclusion, however unintentionally...

WILLARD



CONDEMNATION ENGINEERING

Condemnation Engineering
1.Doesn’t flow from LOVE

james sryan smith

The cood and seautiful

LT

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



CONDEMNATION ENGINEERING

Condemnation Engineering
1.

2.

Doesn’t flow from LOVE

s a form of relational COERCION

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

LIFE

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



CONDEMNATION ENGINEERING

Condemnation Engineering

1.
2.
3.

Doesn’t flow from LOVE
s a form of relational COERCION

s form of deconstruction
_ The Good and seautiful
without RECONSTRUCTION I_ |

james Bryan smithy

—

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



CONDEMNATION ENGINEERING

Condemnation Engineering

1.
2.
3.

4.

Doesn’t flow from LOVE

s form of deconstruction
without RECONSTRUCTION

Doesn’t make allowance for

the fact our judgments might,
in fact, be WRONG!

s a form of relational COERCION

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

LIFE

TTTTTTTTTTTT

CHARACTER OF CHRIST



FEEL BETTER ABOUT OURSELVES

Knocking someone else down

can TEMPORARILY make us

feel better about ourselves.

We enjoy feeling superior to them,
as we magnify their errors while
conveniently forgetting our own... |_ | o

PUTTING ON THE

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



FALSE NARRATIVE

We tend to JUDGE people to “fix”

them, or in an effort to make us

feel better about ourselves » |
james Bryan smith

TRUE NARRATIVE The Good and reautiful

Judging others make it IMPOSSIBLE |_|
to genuinely love and help them

TTTTTTTTTTTT

CHARACTER OF CHRIST



Or how can you say to your neighbor,
“Let me take the speck out of your eye,
while the log is in your own eye?

You hypocrite, first take the log*

out of your own eye, and then

you will see clearly to take the

speck out of your neighbor’s eye.

V4




Or how can you say to your neighbor,
“Let me take the speck out of your eye,
while the log is in your own eye?

You hypocrite, first take the log*

out of your own eye, and then

you will see clearly to take the

speck out of your neighbor’s eye.

* The log # our own sin in general,
but the act of judging itself!

V4




Or how can you say to your neighbor,
“Let me take the speck out of your eye,
while the log is in your own eye?
You hypocrite, first take the log*
out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your neighbor’s eye.
* The goal is not convincing someone

you’re right and they’re wrong; the
goal is to find a way to genuinely help!

V4




Do not give what is holy to dogs;
and do not throw your pearls
before swine, or they will
trample them under foot

and turn and maul you.




Many think v.6 is disconnected from
the previous section on judging...

- ‘155 1 SO 0%
JAMES BRYA
SMITH
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Judging Others

7 'Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For with the judgement you make
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do
you see the speck in your neighbour’s'®! eye, but do not notice the log in your own
eye? 4 Or how can you say to your neighbour,™ “Let me take the speck out of your
eye" while the log is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s!®!
eye.

Profaning the Holy

6 ‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or
they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.

Ask, Search, Knock

7 'Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. @ Is there anyone
among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10 Or if the child asks
for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

The Golden Rule

12'|n everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law
and the prophets.

Bibleq

CENEE)




Almost everyone | have ever heard
guote this verse uses it to describe
a situation where one person is not
worthy of another’s ideas/opinions. k%
“Don’t waste your brilliance on some
dumb soul who can’t understand it” S5, :
(or “Don’t waste your time on them, BNV [2S BRYAN
they’re not worthy of it...”) SMITH




When Jesus says we shouldn’t give
pearls to pigs, he isn’t saying the pigs
are unworthy, but that pigs cannot
digest pearls. Pigs won’t eat them!
Try to do this long enough and

the pigs will go hungry and attack...
Just as pigs can’t digest pearls, \ T
neople can’t digest being ﬁiw RS
judged or condemned. JAMES BRYAN
t cannot meet their need. SMITH




Even if our assessment is sound
(which, again, is often debatable),
the approach is wrong. They will
receive it just as pigs receive pearls.
They will go on the offensive.

nat is how judgment works.

ne judging person is not \.
being compassionate A RS
and understanding, JAMES BRYAN
but condescending. SMITH




Judging Others

7 'Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For with the judgement you mala
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do
you see the speck in your neighbour’s'®! eye, but do not notice the log in your own
eye? 4 Or how can you say to your neighbour,™ “Let me take the speck out of your
eye" while the log is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s!®!
eye.

Profaning the Holy

6 ‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or
they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.

Ask, Search, Knock

7 'Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. @ Is there anyone
among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10 Or if the child asks
for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

The Golden Rule

12'|n everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law )
and the prophets.

CENEE)




JESUS’ BETTER APPROACH

1. Remove the log of judgment

james Bryan smith’

The Good and seautiful

LT

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



JESUS’ BETTER APPROACH

1. Remove the log of judgment

0o

2. Ask, ask, and keep on asking
by bringing the person and
their situation to God in prayer

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

LT

PUTTING ON THE

CHARACTER OF CHRIST

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



Ask, and it will be given to you;
search, and you will find;

knock, and the door will be

opened for you. For everyone

who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone
who knocks, the door will be opened.




JESUS’ BETTER APPROACH

1. Remove the log of judgment
2.

Ask, ask, and keep on asking
by bringing the person and
their situation to God in prayer

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

Keep seeking God’s wisdom, I_ |
keep knocking to see if/how
you can be of help Pl

—

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD



JESUS’ BETTER APPROACH

1. Remove the log of judgment

2. Ask, ask, and keep on asking
by bringing the person and
their situation to God in prayer

james Bryan smithy

The cood and seautiful

3. Keep seeking God’s wisdom, |_ | =
keep knocking to see if/how L
you can be of help Pl

“the Golden Rule”
4 . F O I | O W t e O e n u e “The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”

—DALLAS WILLARD



In everything do to others
as you would have them do to you,
for this is the law and the prophets.




SOUL TRAINING EXERCISE

Combatting the most pervasive
form of judgment: GOSSIP
e Speaking negatively about
someone who is not present

james Bryan smithy

» Try to go three days without it.,, ¢ ©00d andscautify

* Interject something positive LI iy =

PUTTING ON THE

if/when possible/appropriate P

* Walk away, refuse to participate

“The best practice | have seen in Christian spiritual formation.”
—DALLAS WILLARD
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God of the foreigner and outcast,
your arms reach out to embrace
all those who call upon you.
Teach us, as disciples of Jesus,

to love all whom you have made,
that your name may be known
throughout the earth.

Amen.

Closing Prayer



