
Opening Prayer

God of love, free us from
the exile of selfish oppression
to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing,
and the joy of sharing. Make us strong to join you 
in your holy work, as friends of strangers and victims,
companions of those whom others shun,
and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken.
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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“If God is unipersonal, then until God created 
other beings there was no love…a unipersonal
God (might be) power, sovereignty, and greatness 
from all eternity, but not love. Love then is 
not the essence of God, nor is it at the heart 
of the universe. Power is primary. However, 
if God is triune, then loving relationships 
in community are the ‘great fountain 
at the center of reality.’

TIM KELLER



One of the teachers of the law…asked him, “Of all 
the commandments, which is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than these.”

MARK 12:28-29



Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’  This is the first 
and greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments.”

MATTHEW 22:28-29



On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. 
“How do you read it?” He answered, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind’;
and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”…and looking
to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”

LUKE 10:25-29



QUESTIONS W/THE SAME ENERGY



“Yes, but did they come here LEGALLY?”



“Sure, but what COUNTRY did they come from?”



“Right, but what do 
  they spend all those 
  SNAP benefits ON?!”



“Ok, but what is their BIOLOGICAL sex?”



“Well…what NEWS outlet does she work for?”



For God so loved the world 
that God gave God’s only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.

JOHN 3:16-17



For God so loved the world …
Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world…
(Undocumented immigrants, Somalians,
  SNAP recipients, transgender athletes,
  female reporters, etc.)

JOHN 3:16-17



First Nations Version
1 CORINTHIANS 13



Closing Prayer

God of love, free us from
the exile of selfish oppression
to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing,
and the joy of sharing. Make us strong to join you 
in your holy work, as friends of strangers and victims,
companions of those whom others shun,
and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken.
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


