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Back with some more, 
    that’s how it go
Water is Life! Act like you know
Sippin’ not trippin’ on the H2O
Ready to roll if you mess with the flow
Scream it “Water is life!” 
Act like you know
I’m protecting the sacred 
     with the stand that I’m takin
Creator liberate us 
    from the greed and the hate



Stories invite reflection, wonder, 
imagination, imitation, and retelling. 
Stories embrace mystery, paradoxes, 
and absurdities that resonate 
with lived experience.



I don’t personally see this story 
as historically accurate. There are good 
reasons many scholars don’t either.
But here’s the thing. As a Christian,
I do believe the story contains 
something profoundly true.
Because the deeper truth of this 
passage isn’t about a man coming 
back to life. It’s about a resurrected 
message.
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“Earth is a living entity 
capable of raising 
its voice in celebration 
and against injustice.”
The Earth Bible Project



For ever since the world was created, 
people have seen the earth and sky. 
Through everything God made, 
they can clearly see his invisible qualities—
his eternal power and divine nature. 
So, they have no excuse for not 
knowing God. ROM

1:20



What if Jesus’ parables and teachings 
that involve creation arose from what Jesus 
learned from observing and contemplating 
nature rather than merely an attempt to 
speak “baby talk” to us infantile humans?
Instead, we should see Jesus, the perfect 
human, as an example for us today, 
as one who lived out the instructions 
given in Job 12: 7-8.



Jesus’ attention to the provisions provided 
to the ravens and other bids in the sky, 
and the beauty of the red lilies and 
other wildflowers of the fields, 
inspired some of the teaching 
he would share with his disciples.



All my relations” is at first a reminder 
of who we are and of our relationship 
with both our family and our relatives. 
It also reminds us of the extended 
relationship we share with all human 
beings. But the relationships that 
Native people see go further, the web 
of kinship to animals, to the birds, 
to the fish, to the plants, to all the 
animate and inanimate forms 
that can be seen or imagined.
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More than that, “all my relations” 
is an encouragement for us to accept 
the responsibilities we have within 
the universal family by living our lives 
in a harmonious and moral manner 
(a common admonishment is to say 
of someone that they act as if they 
had no relations).
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THOUGHT EXERCISE
How would you “prioritize” 
the following?

God
Earth

Plants

Animals Humans



THOUGHT EXERCISE
What Westerners typically think…
1.God
2.Humans
3.Animals
4.Earth
5.Plants



THOUGHT EXERCISE
What Native thinkers typically say…

Earth

Creator

Plants

Animals

Humans



If my theology doesn’t help me be a better 
relative, then I need a better theology.
In the reality of the Anthropocene…
the rapid loss of species diversity, 
the disappearing ice shelves and coral reefs, 
and the great Pacific garbage patch, 
it should go without saying—
we have acted as if we have 
no relations.
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Instead, we have commodified 
and enslaved our more-than-human kin: 
This enslavement and impoverishment 
of nature is no more tolerable or sensible 
than enslavement and impoverishment 
of other human beings.
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The Earth is everywhere. You may be used 
to thinking of the Earth as only the ground 
beneath your feet. But the water, the sea, 
the sky, and everything around us comes 
from the Earth. Everything outside us and 
everything inside us comes from the Earth.
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It really boils down to this: 
that all life is interrelated. 
We are all caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single 
garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly. 
We are made to live together because 
of the interrelated structure of reality.
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CLOSING PRAYER

Creator God, who has filled the world with beauty:
Open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in 
all you have made, that, rejoicing in the whole 
of your creation, we may learn to serve
you and your world with gladness; 
for the sake of him through whom all
things were made, you Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.


