CALVARY CHAPEL GRANTS PASS

UFO Disclosure and Christian Faith

Study Guide

This Week's Study

Teaching by Pastor Kevin Darr | Primary passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

Central truth: Because Jesus is Lord over all creation and gives us hope by grace, we can test
extraordinary claims, receive saving truth, and remain faithful in love and service.

2 Thessalonians 2:16 “good hope by grace” (NKJV)

Remembering Sunday

Paul wrote to believers unsettled by a claim that the day of Christ had already arrived. He
began with Jesus and their gathering to Him, then corrected the report through the truth he
had taught. Pastor Kevin applied that pattern to questions about UFOs and disclosure:
examine evidence honestly, distinguish an observation from an explanation, and test any
spiritual demand by the gospel.

The sermon considered secret human technology, alleged extraterrestrial recovery, and
possible demonic deception without treating an unresolved report as proof of any particular
origin. Scripture does not identify alien disclosure as the mechanism of the strong delusion.
Paul instead describes rebellion, satanic signs, refusal of saving truth, and God's judgment.
His warning calls us to receive correction, rather than merely investigate other people's
theories.

The chapter also gives assurance. Evil operates under restraint, and Jesus will defeat the
lawless one. Believers are loved, called through the gospel, and set apart by the Spirit. We
stand firm in apostolic teaching and receive hope by grace. The final thought reminds us that
no discovery can dethrone our Creator. With that confidence, the church can welcome honest
questions and continue in faithful speech and service.

Read and Reflect

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 in your Bible, using the NKJV as our common teaching text.
Notice how Paul moves from a troubled church through a warning about deception to a
prayer for comfort and faithful living.

Opening question: What helps a conversation about an alarming claim become
thoughtful rather than fearful?
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Read and Reflect continued

Paul is writing to a church troubled by a claim that the day of Christ had come. Earlier
teaching was being challenged by a message that appeared authoritative. In this chapter he
corrects that claim, describes rebellion and judgment, and reminds believers of the gospel
they have received.

Words to understand: Apostasy is a falling away or rebellion against God. The man of sin
is the rebellious figure Paul describes. Sanctification means being set apart for God through
the Spirit's work. The traditions in 2 Thessalonians 2:15 are the apostolic teaching Paul
delivered.

Keep the sermon's distinctions: An observation, a witness's explanation, and a spiritual
demand are different things. Unidentified describes a limit in our information; it does not
establish an object's origin. The sermon considered three explanations while leaving
unresolved reports unresolved. Scripture's warning does not name UFOs or make alien
disclosure a required fulfillment.

Going Deeper Together

Begin with the passage before choosing a personal response. For each question, follow the
Look closely direction and support your answer with Scripture. Work through #1—#8 in
order, giving each question thoughtful attention. Use the writing areas before, during, or after
the meeting, and leave time for prayer.

Supporting passages

Colossians 1:15-20: Paul describes Christ's supremacy over creation and the church. This
helps frame the sermon's distinction between discovering a creature and granting it the
Creator's authority. Use with #2.

Galatians 1:6-9: Paul addresses people turning from Christ's gospel. This reading helps us
examine the authority claimed for a new spiritual message. Use with #4.

1 John 4:1-3: John addresses false prophets and confession of Jesus Christ come in the
flesh. This guides discernment of spiritual teaching. Use with #4.
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Going Deeper Together

#1 Begin with Christ
2 Thessalonians 2:1-2

Pastor Kevin described how a late-night report can lead the mind through an imagined future.
Paul responds to troubled believers by bringing them back to Jesus and sound teaching.

Look closely: Compare the subject Paul introduces in verse 1 with the alarming claim and
its claimed sources in verse 2. Notice what he wants to steady in his readers.

How does the way Paul opens this chapter help believers respond to an alarming
claim?

Notes and evidence from the passage

#2 Recognize the demand for worship
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

The sermon distinguished an extraordinary observation from a claim that demands God's
place. Its hypothetical false-savior scenario illustrated a spiritual demand; it was not
presented as a prediction of alien contact.

Look closely: Trace what the man of sin opposes, how he exalts himself, and the claim he
makes in verse 4. Compare that demand with Christ's authority in Colossians 1:15-20, one
of the supporting readings on page 2.

What makes the authority described in these verses a rebellion against God?

Notes and evidence from the passage
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Going Deeper Together

#3 Remember who governs the future

2 Thessalonians 2:5-8

Pastor Kevin acknowledged that the restrainer is not fully identified in this letter. He
emphasized what is clear: evil has limits, and Jesus will defeat the lawless one. His final
thought extends that assurance to governments and all creation.

Look closely: Notice Paul's appeal to remembered teaching, the references to restraint and
timing, and the outcome he gives in verse 8. Separate the statements on the page from
explanations that require further interpretation.

What can believers confidently conclude about evil and Christ's authority from these
verses?

Notes and evidence from the passage

#4 Test the message behind the display

2 Thessalonians 2:9

The sermon used a convincing fraudulent message to show how a presentation can win trust
it does not deserve. It also explained that a claimed heavenly or extraterrestrial origin cannot
authorize a replacement gospel.

Look closely: Identify the source and character of the lawless one's activity. Read
Galatians 1:6-9 and 1 John 4:1-3 from the supporting readings. Pay attention to the
standard each passage supplies for evaluating a spiritual message.

What standard should govern our response when an impressive display is used to
support a spiritual message?

Notes and evidence from the passage
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Going Deeper Together

#5 Receive truth that confronts the heart

2 Thessalonians 2:10, 12

Pastor Kevin brought the warning close to home: a person can know many theories while
defending dishonesty or resisting repentance. He also distinguished that resistance from
honest confusion or sincere questions.

Look closely: Notice the connection between truth and salvation in verse 10. Then compare
the response to truth with the response to unrighteousness in verse 12.

How do these verses explain the heart's part in receiving or resisting saving truth?

Notes and evidence from the passage

#6 Read strong delusion in its context
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12

The sermon kept God's judgment attached to the refusal of saving truth. It warned against
lifting the phrase strong delusion out of the paragraph and attaching it to a favorite current
story.

Look closely: Trace the order: rejection of truth in verse 10, God's action in verse 11, and the
description of those condemned in verse 12. Revisit verse 9 to distinguish Satan's deceiving
work from God's judgment.

How does Paul's explanation of the strong delusion show that it is a judgment upon
rejected truth?

Notes and evidence from the passage
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Going Deeper Together

#7 Stand firm in the grace we have received
2 Thessalonians 2:13-15

Pastor Kevin emphasized the turn from judgment to assurance: believers are loved, called
through the gospel, and shaped by the Spirit. He explained that the traditions here are
apostolic teaching, rather than every familiar custom.

Look closely: Compare the response to truth in verses 10-12 with belief in verse 13. Trace
what God has done in verses 13-14, then notice how verse 15 connects that grace with
standing firm.

What gives believers the foundation for standing firm in these verses?

Notes and evidence from the passage

#8 Become a church that steadies others
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

The sermon ended with ordinary faithfulness: welcoming honest questions, encouraging
frightened people, speaking kindly, and continuing to serve. God's comfort has a practical
result in the church's words and work.

Look closely: Identify what God has already given in verse 16 and what Paul asks Him to do
in verse 17. Notice who supplies the comfort and strength.

How should God's gracious comfort shape the way our church speaks and serves
when people are unsettled?

Notes and evidence from the passage

Calvary Chapel Grants Pass / Study Guide 6



CALVARY CHAPEL GRANTS PASS

Bring it together: Complete this thought using the chapter: Because Christ is
, our church can
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Living This Out

Choose one truth to trust and one realistic response for this week. God's love and hope are
given by grace in 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17. Ask the Holy Spirit for help; a completed
response does not earn His acceptance or measure your worth.

A truth from the passage | want to trust

The Scripture reference supporting that truth

One specific next step and when | plan to take it

Our shared invitation: Make room for one honest conversation this week. Listen patiently
to someone with questions or fears, return together to Christ's truth, and offer a fitting word
of encouragement or practical help. Serve within the responsibilities and strength God has
entrusted to you.

Prayer and Encouragement

Pray as you feel comfortable. Sharing is voluntary; private needs may be brought to a pastor
or study leader separately.

Ask the Lord to help you receive His truth and welcome His correction, trusting the grace
offered in Christ.

Pray for someone who is frightened, struggling, or exploring faith, asking God to bring
comfort and an opportunity to hear the gospel.

Pray for our church's unity and growth, that the Spirit would strengthen our good words and
work even when opinions about reports differ.

An invitation to trust Jesus: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came in the flesh, died for our
sins, and rose again. Forgiveness and new life are offered through Him. Turn from sin and
trust Him; you do not have to resolve every mystery first. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and
speak with a pastor or study leader about beginning to follow Jesus.
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Continue During the Week

These three short readings are invitations to keep learning. They are optional, and completing
them is not a prerequisite for attending Thursday. Read slowly, pray, and record what you see
in the passage.

#1 Remember the gospel
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

The sermon placed Christian faith on Jesus' death for our sins and His resurrection. Read
Paul's account of the gospel he received and passed on, including the witnesses he names.

What does Paul identify as the gospel that the church received and in which it stands?

#2 Let the light search us
John 3:16-21

Pastor Kevin used Jesus' teaching about light and darkness to explain why resistance to truth
can reach deeper than lack of information. Read the warning within the context of God's love
and the gift of His Son.

How does Jesus explain the relationship between a person's response to the light and
the way that person lives?

#3 Hold fast to the Lord

Deuteronomy 13:1-4

The sermon recalled Israel's warning about a sign that succeeds while its messenger urges
worship of other gods. Read this in its covenant setting and consider the principle of
allegiance that illuminates Paul's warning.

What does this passage make decisive when a messenger uses a fulfilled sign to call
people toward other gods?
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Final Thought

Pastor Kevin Darr’s closing words from the sermon, reproduced word for word.

The Bible is God’s written revelation to mankind. It tells us who our Creator is, where we
came from, why we are here, and how we can be reconciled to Him through Jesus Christ. It
also reveals that God is sovereign over everything He has created. Nothing exists beyond His
knowledge or outside His authority.

That includes human governments. Daniel 2:21 says, “He removes kings and raises up
kings.” Presidents, rulers, and governments remain accountable to God. Their power, their
technology, and their ability to keep secrets never place them beyond His rule.

His sovereignty also extends over every form of created life. Colossians 1:16-17 says, “All
things were created through Him and for Him.” The verse includes everything in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, and teaches that Christ sustains it all. If life beyond earth were
ever confirmed, it would still belong to His creation and remain under His authority. No
discovered creature could become the Creator or take the place that belongs to Jesus Christ.

Even the demonic realm is subject to Him. Luke 4:36 describes Jesus’ authority: “He
commands the unclean spirits”—and they come out. Demonic power is real, but it cannot
overthrow Christ’s authority.

God has left many details of His creation unexplained. We should examine evidence honestly,
with confidence that whatever a future disclosure might reveal, our Savior will still be Lord.
No discovery can dethrone God, diminish Christ’s authority, or place any part of creation
beyond His sovereign rule.

Return to this assurance as you pray over the truth and next step you recorded in Living This
Out. Christ’s authority gives us confidence to remain teachable and faithful.

Based on Pastor Kevin Darr’s sermon manuscript. NKJV is the primary Bible text; read the full passages in your Bible.
Scripture excerpts: New King James Version, copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson.

Read online in the NKJV: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17
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