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You must have often wondered why the enemy [God] does not make more use of his 
power to be sensibly present to human souls in any degree he chooses and at any 
moment. But you now see that the irresistible and the indisputable are the two 
weapons which the very nature of his scheme forbids him to use. Merely to over-ride 
a human will (as his felt presence in any but the faintest and most mitigated degree 
would certainly do) would be for him useless. He cannot ravish. He can only woo. For 
his ignoble idea is to eat the cake and have it; the creatures are to be one with him, 
but yet themselves; merely to cancel them, or assimilate them, will not serve…. 
Sooner or later he withdraws, if not in fact, at least from their conscious experience, 
all supports and incentives. He leaves the creature to stand up on its own legs—to 
carry out from the will alone duties which have lost all relish…. He cannot “tempt” to 
virtue as we do to vice. He wants them to learn to walk and must therefore take away 
his hand…. Our cause is never more in danger than when a human, no longer desiring, 
but still intending, to do our enemy’s will, looks round upon a universe from which 
every trace of him seems to have vanished, and asks why he has been forsaken, and 
still obeys.  

C. S. LEWIS, THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 
1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from 
me? 2 How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the 
day? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?3 Consider and answer me, O Lord 
my God; light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 4 lest my enemy say, “I have 
prevailed over him,” lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.5 But I have trusted in 
Your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 6 I will sing to the Lord, 
because He has dealt bountifully with me. 

Psalm 13:1–6 (ESV) 
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him. 

John 4:23 (ESV) 

"There, peeping among the cloud-wrack above a dark tor high up in the mountains, 
Sam saw a white star twinkle for a while. The beauty of it smote his heart, as he 
looked up out of the forsaken land, and hope returned to him. For like a shaft, clear 
and cold, the thought pierced him that in the end the Shadow was only a small and 
passing thing: there was light and high beauty for ever beyond its reach." 

The Return of the King, Book VI, Ch. 2, "The Land of Shadow." 
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46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit!” And having said this He breathed His last. 

Luke 23:46 (ESV) 
34 And calling the crowd to Him with His disciples, He said to them, “If anyone would 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 35 For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. 

Mark 8:34–35 (ESV) 
9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before You will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had 
been. 

Revelation 6:9–11 (ESV) 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 (ESV) 


