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CONTEXT OF AI (JOSHUA 7-8) IS BASED AROUND THE MAJOR THREAT FACING ISRAEL IN THE 
CONQUEST: CORRUPTION. DEUTERONMY 7 EXPLICITLY STATES THIS DANGER: 
 

1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the 
Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD 
your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them 
to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy 
to them. 3 You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or 
taking their daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from 
following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled 
against you, and he would destroy you quickly. 5 But thus shall you deal with them: 
you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their 
Asherim and burn their carved images with fire. 

Deuteronomy 7:1–5 (ESV) 
 

WE SAW LAST WEEK THAT DEUTERONOMY 13 PRESCRIBED WHAT ISRAEL MUST DO IF AN INDIVIDUAL 
OR A CITY SOUGHT TO DRAW ISRAEL AWAY FROM YHWH TO ANOTHER GOD. IN CHAPTER 7 ACHAN 
REVEALED THE DANGER WITHIN THE COMMUNITY WHILE IN CHAPTER 8 AI DEALS WITH THE EXTERNAL 
THREAT. 
 

1 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting 
men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his 
people, his city, and his land. 2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and 
its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an 
ambush against the city, behind it.” 

Joshua 8:1–2 (ESV) 
 

DO NOT FEAR = REFERENCE TO JOSHUA 1:9. ISRAEL HAD SIN, BEEN JUDGED AND BEEN FORGIVEN. 
NOW THEY WILL CONTINUE. THE CHEREM IS MODIFIED HERE – ISRAEL WILL BE ALLOWED TO TAKE 
PLUNDER. ACHAN’S SIN WAS NOT GREED AND YHWH IS NOT GREEDY FOR PLUNDER LIKE THE OTHER 
ANE GODS.  
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3 So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 mighty 
men of valor and sent them out by night. 4 And he commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie 
in ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you remain 
ready. 5 And I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. And when they 
come out against us just as before, we shall flee before them. 6 And they will come out 
after us, until we have drawn them away from the city. For they will say, ‘They are fleeing 
from us, just as before.’ So we will flee before them. 7 Then you shall rise up from the 
ambush and seize the city, for the LORD your God will give it into your hand. 8 And as soon 
as you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You shall do according to the word 
of the LORD. See, I have commanded you.” 9 So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the 
place of ambush and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that 
night among the people. 10 Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and 
went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. 11 And all the fighting men 
who were with him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on the north side 
of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. 12 He took about 5,000 men and set them in 
ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they stationed the forces, the 
main encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua 
spent that night in the valley. 14 And as soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his 
people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed place toward the 
Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against him 
behind the city. 15 And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled 
in the direction of the wilderness. 16 So all the people who were in the city were called 
together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn away from the city. 
17 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left the city open 
and pursued Israel.  

Joshua 8:3-17 (ESV) 
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18 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for 
I will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand 
toward the city. 19 And the men in the ambush rose quickly out of their place, and as soon 
as he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they 
hurried to set the city on fire. 20 So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of 
the city went up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people 
who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. 21 And when Joshua and all 
Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, 
then they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 And the others came out from the 
city against them, so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that 
side. And Israel struck them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped. 23 
But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to Joshua. 24 When Israel had 
finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued them, 
and all of them to the very last had fallen by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to 
Ai and struck it down with the edge of the sword. 25 And all who fell that day, both men 
and women, were 12,000, all the people of Ai. 26 But Joshua did not draw back his hand 
with which he stretched out the javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to 
destruction. 27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as their plunder, 
according to the word of the LORD that he commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and 
made it forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this day. 29 And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree 
until evening. And at sunset Joshua commanded, and they took his body down from the 
tree and threw it at the entrance of the gate of the city and raised over it a great heap of 
stones, which stands there to this day. 

Joshua 8:18–29 (ESV) 
 

HEAP OF STONES: THE KING OF AI AND ACHAN ARE BOTH JOINED AS SYMBOLS OF REMEMBERANCE. 
ACHAN OF THE THREAT WITHIN AND THE KING OF THE THREAT WITHOUT. 
 
SO WHAT DO WE LEARN? 
 

THERE WAS ANOTHER KING WHO WAS LED OUTSIDE THE CITY AND HUNG ON A TREE. THERE WAS 
ANOTHER KING LAID IN THE EARTH WITH A STONE COVERING HIM. 
 

22 “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, 
and you hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you 
shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile 
your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. 

Deuteronomy 21:22–23 (ESV) 
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10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 
Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall 
live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by 
them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it 
is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised 
Spirit through faith. 

Galatians 3:10–14 (ESV) 
 

LIKE LAST WEEK WE MUST TAKE OUR SIN SERIOUSLY.   
 

5 For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry 
for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

Psalm 30:5 (ESV) 
 

WE MUST ALSO TAKE GOD’S FORGIVENESS SERIOUSLY AND LEAN INTO OBEDIENCE! 
 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

1 John 2:1–6 (ESV) 
 

FINALLY, WE MUST NOT BE AFRAID BUT TRUST IN THE WISDOM OF GOD. 
 

16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 
courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they 
deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for 
what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother 
over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one 
who endures to the end will be saved. 

Matthew 10:16–22 (ESV) 
 
 


