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'Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the LoRD had blessed Abraham
in all things. 2And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had
charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh, 3that | may make you swear
by the LORD, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for
my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | dwell, “but will go to my
country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

Genesis 24:1-4 (ESV)

°The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this
land. Must | then take your son back to the land from which you came?” ®Abraham
said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back there. "The LORD, the God of
heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and
who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring | will give this land,” he will send
his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8But if the
woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only
you must not take my son back there.” °So the servant put his hand under the thigh
of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter.

Genesis 24:5-9 (ESV)

1%Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of
choice gifts from his master; and he arose and went to Mesopotamia to the city of
Nahor. '"And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at
the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water.
2And he said, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today
and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. "*Behold, | am standing by the spring
of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. '“Let
the young woman to whom | shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that | may drink,” and
who shall say, ‘Drink, and | will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you
have appointed for your servant Isaac. By this | shall know that you have shown
steadfast love to my master.”

Genesis 24:10-14 (ESV)

MESOPOTAMIA OR ARAM-NAHARAIM - ARAM BETWEEN TWO RIVERS

NAHOR: ABRAHAM’S GRANDFATHER AND ONE BROTHER WERE NAMED NAHOR
DIVINE GUIDANCE: ABRAHAM’S SERVANT IS THE FIRST PERSON IN THE BIBLE TO
PRAY FOR DIVINE GUIDANCE.
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>Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son
of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her
shoulder. '®The young woman was very attractive in appearance, a maiden whom no
man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. '"Then
the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your
jar.” 18She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and
gave him a drink.
""When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “l will draw water for your camels
also, until they have finished drinking.” 2°So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough
and ran again to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels. >’ The man
gazed at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his journey or not.
Genesis 24:15-21 (ESV)

The same Hebrew letters spell “stall” and refer to stall-fed cattle as opposed to
pastured cattle. Her name might be translated therefore as “well-fed” or “choice.
REBEKAH’S GRANDMOTHER WAS ABRAHAM’S BROTHERS WIFE. SHE IS ABRAHAMS
GRAND NIECE AND ISAAC’S FIRST COUSIN ONCE REMOVED.

A CAMEL CAN DRINK UP TO 25 GALLONS AT A SITTING!

22When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half
shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 2>and said, “Please
tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend
the night?” %“She said to him, “| am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom
she bore to Nahor.” 2°She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room
to spend the night.”
%5The man bowed his head and worshiped the LORD ?’and said, “Blessed be the LORD,
the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his
faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the LORD has led me in the way to the house
of my master’s kinsmen.”

Genesis 24:22-27 (ESV)

GOLD RING: HEBREW nezem REFERS TO A NOSE RING.
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8Then the young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things.
2’Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to
the spring. *°As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and
heard the words of Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man spoke to me,” he went to the
man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring.
3'He said, “Come in, O blessed of the LoRD. Why do you stand outside? For | have
prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 3So the man came to the house and
unharnessed the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels, and there was
water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33Then food was
set before him to eat. But he said, “I will not eat until | have said what | have to say.”
He said, “Speak on.”

Genesis 24:28-33 (ESV)

LABAN IS ABRAHAM’S GREAT NEPHEW AND ISAAC’S FIRST COUSIN ONCE
REMOVED.

Abraham’s servant recounts the story of his journey in precise detail. This type of
repetition is common in literature that originated as oral tradition."
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34S0 he said, “l am Abraham’s servant. *>The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and
he has become great. He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants
and female servants, camels and donkeys. 3®And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son
to my master when she was old, and to him he has given all that he has.
3’My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land | dwell, 3but you shall go to my father’s
house and to my clan and take a wife for my son.’
39| said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.” “°But he said to me,
‘The LORD, before whom | have walked, will send his angel with you and prosper your
way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my father’s house. “'Then
you will be free from my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her
to you, you will be free from my oath.’
“2“| came today to the spring and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now
you are prospering the way that | go, “*behold, | am standing by the spring of water.
Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to whom | shall say, “Please give me a
little water from your jar to drink,” ““and who will say to me, “Drink, and | will draw
for your camels also,” let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my
master’s son.’
4>“Before | had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her
water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew water. | said to
her, ‘Please let me drink.” “She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said,
‘Drink, and | will give your camels drink also.” So | drank, and she gave the camels
drink also.
“TThen | asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel,
Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So | put the ring on her nose and the bracelets
on her arms. “8Then | bowed my head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD,
the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter
of my master’s Kinsman for his son.
“SNow then, if you are going to show steadfast love and faithfulness to my master,
tell me; and if not, tell me, that | may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

Genesis 24:34-49 (ESV)
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*%Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing has come from the LORD; we
cannot speak to you bad or good. *'Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go,
and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has spoken.” **When
Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the earth before the
LorD.>3And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and
gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly
ornaments.

Genesis 24:50-53 (ESV)

**And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night
there. When they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me away to my master.” >*Her
brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman remain with us a while, at least
ten days; after that she may go.” **But he said to them, “Do not delay me, since the
LORD has prospered my way. Send me away that | may go to my master.”
>"They said, “Let us call the young woman and ask her.” *8And they called Rebekah
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” **So they sent away
Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 8°And they
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “Our sister, may you become thousands of ten
thousands, and may your offspring possess the gate of those who hate him!” ®'Then
Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man.
Thus the servant took Rebekah and went his way.

Genesis 24:54-61 (ESV)

10 DAYS IS PROBABLY A COLLOQUIALISM FOR A LONGER PERIOD OF TIME.

TAKE POSSESSION OF THE GATE OF: IS THE EXACT BLESSING GOD GAVE TO ISSAC
IN GENESIS 22:17.
7] will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
his enemies, '8and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed my voice.”

Genesis 22:17-18 (ESV)
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%2Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 83And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and
saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 8“And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and
when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel %°and said to the servant, “Who
is that man, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So
she took her veil and covered herself. %8And the servant told Isaac all the things that
he had done.
57Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
Genesis 24:62-67 (ESV)

Beer-lahai-roi IS THE WELL WHERE HAGAR HAD HER DIVINE ENCOUNTER

MEDITATION INVOLVES CONSIDERING YHWH AND THEN EXPRESSING THE RESULTS
OF THAT PROCESS

AS ISAAC WILL REPLACE ABRAHAM AS PATRIARCH REBEKAH WILL REPLACE
SARAH AS MATRIARCH.

'®You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you.

John 15:16 (ESV)
7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one
who knocks it will be opened. °Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will
give him a stone? '°0Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? "If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father
who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

Matthew 7:7-11 (ESV)
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