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22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson 
also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over 
you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will rule over you.” 24 And Gideon said to them, 
“Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the earrings from his spoil.” (For they 
had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 25 And they answered, “We will willingly 
give them.” And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings of his spoil. 26 And 
the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides the 
crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of Midian, and 
besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. 27 And Gideon made an ephod of 
it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare to 
Gideon and to his family. 28 So Midian was subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised 
their heads no more. And the land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon. 29 Jerubbaal the 
son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, his own 
offspring, for he had many wives. 31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, 
and he called his name Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age and 
was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 33 As soon as Gideon 
died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their 
god. 34 And the people of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them 
from the hand of all their enemies on every side, 35 and they did not show steadfast love to the 
family of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good that he had done to Israel. 

Judges 8:22–35 (ESV) 
 

14 “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell 
in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may 
indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose. One from among your brothers you 
shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only 
he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to 
acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17 And 
he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself 
excessive silver and gold. 18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for 
himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, 
and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping 
all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart may not be lifted up 
above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand 
or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 

Deuteronomy 17:14–20 (ESV) 
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“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians: who acknowledge Jesus 
with their lips, walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving 
world simply finds unbelievable.” 

― Brennan Manning 
 

17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have 
faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder! 

James 2:17–19 (ESV) 
 

38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 
but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on 
the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

John 6:38–40 (ESV) 
 

28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” 

Matthew 20:28 (ESV) 
 
 


