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1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries 
and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 4 One thing have I asked of the 
Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me in his shelter 
in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a 
rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in 
his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.  
7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 8 You have said, “Seek my 
face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 9 Hide not your face from me. Turn not 
your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O 
God of my salvation!10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take 
me in. 11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 12 Give 
me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and they 
breathe out violence. 13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living! 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

Psalm 27:1–14 (ESV) 
 

WE MUST SEEK BEAUTY IN GENERAL REVELATION: CREATION 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day 
pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Psalm 19:1–2 (ESV) 
 

1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. 2 Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in 
them. 3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 

Psalm 111:1–3 (ESV) 
 

7 “But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; 
8 or the bushes of the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
9 Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 In his hand is 
the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind. 

Job 12:7–10 (ESV) 
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WE MUST SEEK BEAUTY IN SPECIAL REVELATION: COMMUNICATION (WORD 
& SPIRIT) 
 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 10 With my 
whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 12 Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your 
statutes! 13 With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth. 14 In the way of your testimonies 
I delight as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your 
ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 

Psalm 119:9–16 (ESV) 
 
37 Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways. 

Psalm 119:37 (ESV) 
 

WE MUST SEEK BEAUTY IN DIVINE REVELATION: CHRIST 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:14 (ESV) 
 

3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power.  

Hebrews 1:3a (ESV) 
 
If we settle for mere mental notions about Christ as doctrine, we shall find no transforming power given to us. 
But when our affections cleave to him with full purpose of heart, and our minds fill up with thoughts and delight 
in Him; then changing character will proceed to purify us and sometimes fill us with joy, unspeakable and full 
of glory. 

John Owen 
 
 


