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18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.  

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

Romans 1:18–25 (ESV) 

1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 
themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become 
of him.”2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of 
gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their 
hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an 
altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the 
Lord.”6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace 
offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 7 And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have 
made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 

Exodus 32:1–9 (ESV) 

19They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped a metal image. 20They exchanged the glory of God for 
the image of an ox that eats grass.  

Psalm 106:19–20 (ESV) 
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26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations 
with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts 
with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.  

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do 
what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 
to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s righteous decree 
that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them. 

Romans 1:26–32 (ESV) 

18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV) 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Colossians 1:15–20 (ESV) 

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

Matthew 6:24 (ESV) 

 


