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6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take 
possession of the land.  

Judges 2:6 (ESV) 
 

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is 
a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you 
good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said 
to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve 
him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to 
Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and his voice we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a 
covenant with the people that day, and put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. 26 
And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone and 
set it up there under the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27 And Joshua said to 
all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words 
of the LORD that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely 
with your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people away, every man to his inheritance. 

Joshua 24:19–28 (ESV) 
 

7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him 
within the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north 
of the mountain of Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And 
there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had 
done for Israel.  

Judges 2:7-10 (ESV) 
 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and 
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow 
and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put 
his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

Isaiah 11:6–9 (ESV) 
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11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 12 
And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land 
of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around 
them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the 
LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.  

Judges 2:11-13 (ESV) 
 

14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, 
who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they 
could no longer withstand their enemies. 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD 
was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And 
they were in terrible distress.  

Judges 2:11-15 (ESV) 

 

16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered 
them. 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed 
down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had 
obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 18 Whenever the LORD raised up 
judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies 
all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those 
who afflicted and oppressed them. 19 But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were 
more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. 
They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 20 So the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I 
commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21 I will no longer drive out before them 
any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 22 in order to test Israel by them, whether 
they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or not.” 23 So the LORD 
left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of 
Joshua.  

Judges 2:16-23 (ESV) 
 

1 Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who 
had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2 It was only in order that the generations of the 
people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had not known it before. 3 These 
are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and 
the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 
They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would obey the commandments of 
the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5 So the people of Israel 
lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 6 And their daughters they took to themselves for wives, and their own daughters 
they gave to their sons, and they served their gods. 

Judges 3:1-6 (ESV) 



PAGE 3 OF 3
 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 
18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them 
by their fruits. 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

Matthew 7:15–23 (ESV) 
 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:1–2 (ESV) 
 


