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Use this on your own or with a group. Read a section, sit with the questions, and give yourself time before
moving on. One session, roughly 60-90 minutes.

Before you begin, read the whole chapter: 2 Samuel 7:1-29.

OPENING THE STORY — A GOOD IDEA AND A GOD IDEA

For the first time in a long time, things are going well for David.

The running is over. The tribes are united. He’s taken Jerusalem, a city Israel had never managed to hold, and
made it his capital. A foreign king has built him a palace. And in the last chapter he finally brought the ark of
God, the sign of God’s own presence with His people, home to the city. So here’s a king at rest, sitting in a
cedar house, and he has an idea.

It’s a good idea. That’s what makes this chapter so interesting. David isn’t plotting anything. He isn’t being
greedy. He wants to do something generous for God. And God says no.

Then God says something far better than yes.

Here’s the whole chapter in one sentence. Keep it in front of you the whole way through: God doesn’t need
David to build Him anything. God wants to build something for David.

Reflect before you go further: Think of a time you had a good plan, maybe even a plan to do something
for God, and it didn’t go the way you expected. Looking back, what was God doing in the “no”?
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MOVEMENT ONE — THE GOOD IDEA (2 SAMUEL 7:1-3)

"Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding
enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, | dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of
God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is
with you.”

2 Samuel 7:1-3 (ESV)

That word “rest” isn’t a throwaway. Moses told Israel that one day God would give them “rest from all your
enemies around,” and then they’d bring their worship to “the place that the LORD your God will choose, to
make his name dwell there” (Deuteronomy 12:10-11). So David has done the math. Rest has come. Surely
the next step is a house for God. The medieval Jewish commentator Rashi reads David exactly that way: the
condition has been fulfilled, so now it’s up to us to build.

But notice where the math took him. Deuteronomy talks about a place God will choose and the worship
brought there. The step from that to “and | should build the building” is David’s.

Then there’s Nathan. He’s a prophet, and he answers the way you’d want a friend to answer: “Go, do all that
is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” It’s true that the LORD has been with David. That phrase is
practically David’s theme song. But listen for what’s missing. No “Thus says the LORD.” No “Nathan inquired
of the LORD.” Just two men agreeing that it’s a great plan.

Commentators have read Nathan a lot of ways, from simple court politeness to his own honest opinion to an
innocent wrong assumption. John Goldingay reads him much more sharply: Nathan is “just the king’s yes-
man,” assuring David that God is with him “without asking whether this is so.” Then Goldingay draws the
lesson for anyone who has influence: “Pastors therefore have to cultivate prophets who will stand up to
them, and so do Kings.”

That cuts both ways. Sometimes we’re David, looking for someone to bless the plan we’ve already made.
Sometimes we’re Nathan, the friend who says “sounds great, go for it” because it’s easier than praying about
it with them.

There’s a difference between putting God’s name on something and actually having God’s word on it.

QUESTIONS

1. David’s reasoning isn’t foolish. He’s reading Scripture, and the timing seems to line up. What’s the
difference between a plan that’s consistent with what God has said and a plan God has actually asked
for? Can you think of an example from your own life?

2. Nathan says yes without asking God. Where have you been a Nathan for someone, quick to affirm, slow
to pray with them? What would it have looked like to slow down?

3. Who are the people in your life who love you enough to tell you no? If you can’t think of one, what
would it take to invite someone into that role?
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MOVEMENT TWO — THE REFUSAL (2 SAMUEL 7:4-7)

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, °“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus
says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? ¢] have not lived in a house since the day |
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent for
my dwelling. 7In all places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a word with
any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?”’”

2 Samuel 7:4-7 (ESV)

God doesn’t let it go more than a night.

And the guestion in verse 5 is sharper in Hebrew than it sounds in English. The “you” is pushed to the front of
the sentence for emphasis: You (emphatic) — nnR — ‘attd — “you” (BDB). Something like, You? You're
going to build Me a house? The stress falls on the person, not the project.

Then God gives two reasons. First, precedent: I've been moving about with My people this whole time.
Second, initiative: in all those years, did | ever once ask anyone for a house? God isn’t a victim of
circumstances, waiting for a King to step in and rescue Him.

Here’s what makes this startling in David’s world. Across the ancient Near East, a king’s reign wasn’t really
secure until he’d built a proper house for his god, and permission mattered. A Babylonian king named
Nabonidus tells of an earlier king who rebuilt a temple without the god’s permission, and the building
collapsed. In an old Mesopotamian poem called The Curse of Akkad, King Naram-Sin builds without a
favorable sign from the gods, and the fall of his whole dynasty gets blamed on it. In that world, a king who
builds without permission loses his dynasty. In 2 Samuel 7, a king is refused permission, and he’s given
a dynasty.

And there’s one more thing going on. In the ancient world, the one who built the temple became the god’s
patron, the benefactor the god owed something to. Royal building inscriptions tend to say the same thing:
look what | did for my god. God refuses to let David stand in that role. God isn’t David’s client. God is David’s
patron.

This is what we mean at EMC when we talk about Humility, one of our four core values. Our sin broke us
away from being and doing what God designed us for, and Jesus came to bring us back, which is why we live
as humble apprentices in His school instead of acting as His managers. And humility starts right here: God
doesn’t need me. He doesn’t need my building program, my competence, my ideas or my giving to keep His
universe running. He doesn’t need you. Let that sink in. And if that hurts your ego a little, excellent. That’s
just a perk.

That can sound like bad news at first. It’s actually the best news in the chapter. Imagine a God who did need
you to hold Him up. That would be the most exhausting master in the universe, and not much of a god. A God
without need, who still chooses you, is choosing you for one reason only: He loves you. Being unneeded isn’t
the same as being unwanted. It’s the reverse. You’re wanted for no reason except love.

And just so nobody hears this as God scolding David for wanting to honor Him: God’s later verdict on the
whole idea was “you did well that it was in your heart” (1 Kings 8:18). The desire wasn’t the problem. Whose
idea it was, and whose timing, was the question.
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QUESTIONS

4. “Would you build me a house?” What does it tell you about God that the emphasis falls on who is
offering, not on the offer itself?

5. InDavid’s world, a king who built a temple put his god in his debt. Where are you tempted to relate to
God that way, as if your service, giving or faithfulness earns you something He now owes you?

6. “God doesn’t need you.” Say that out loud. Does it land as relief or as rejection? What would it take for
it to land as relief: that you’re wanted not for what you bring, but because you’re loved?

MOVEMENT THREE — THE HOUSE GOD BUILDS (2 SAMUEL 7:8-17)

8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, | took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. °And |
have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And | will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.’

2 Samuel 7:8-9 (ESV)

Before God tells David what He’s going to do, He reminds David who’s been doing it all along. / took you. /
was with you. / cut off your enemies. And then the one thing He hasn’t done yet: | will make for you a great
name.

God has made that promise to one person before. “I will make your name great,” He told Abram (Genesis
12:2), right after Babel, where people said, “let us make a name for ourselves” (Genesis 11:4). Robert Bergen
calls 7:9 “a covenantal promise not made by the Lord to an individual since the days of Abraham.” Babel
tried to make a name by building up to heaven. Abram and David were given one.

11...Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. '?When your days are
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come
from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. '*He shall build a house for my name, and | will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

2 Samuel 7:11-13 (ESV)

Here’s the reversal. David wanted to build God a house of cedar. God will make David a house of people: a
dynasty. House — N2 — bayit — house, dwelling; household, family; dynasty; temple (HALOT). The
word shows up fifteen times in this chapter, and it keeps changing meaning under your feet. It’s a palace, a
temple, a family line, a legacy. In Hebrew, verse 11 even puts the noun first: a house, the LORD will make for
you.

And it wasn’t just Israel that used that word for David’s family. In 1993, archaeologists at Tel Dan recovered
a fragment of a victory monument set up by an Aramean king, one of Israel’s enemies, around a century and
a half after David. On it, in the enemy’s own stone, is the phrase “House of David.” It doesn’t quote the
promise, but it uses the same term for the dynasty. It’s the oldest undisputed mention of David’s name
outside the Bible.

Notice, too, what a dynasty requires. “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers...” For
David to have a dynasty, David has to die. It’s the one kind of house a man can never build for himself. God
says, I'll do what you can’t.
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Then comes the governing word of the rest of the chapter. Establish — {32 — kidn — to be firm, stand fast;
hiphil: to establish, make firm; polel: to set up firmly; niphal: to be established, secure (BDB; HALOT).
It appears five times: God establishes the son’s kingdom (7:12), his throne forever (7:13), David’s throne
(7:16), then twice more in David’s prayer, where he uses it for the whole people of Israel (7:24) and for his
own house (7:26).

14] will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline
him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, '*but my steadfast love will not
depart from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away from before you. '® And your house and
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.

2 Samuel 7:14-16 (ESV)

Two things sit side by side here, and you need both.

First, this promise says nothing about David’s performance. There’s no “if you, then L.” It rests on God’s
freedom, not David’s merit. The word in verse 16 is made sure — 10X (niphal 1281) — ‘aman / ne’éman —
to be firm, reliable, lasting, confirmed; of a house or dynasty: enduring (HALOT). That’s the root of
“amen.” David’s house is an amen house.

Second, the promise doesn’t pretend David’s son will be perfect. “When he commits iniquity,” not “if.” The
son will sin, and God will discipline him the way a father does. What God won’t do is walk away. “My
steadfast love will not depart from him.” That verb, “depart,” is the word used again and again in Saul’s
story: the Spirit of the LORD “departed from Saul” (1 Samuel 16:14), and the LORD “had departed from
Saul” (18:12). God says: not this time. Discipline, yes. Abandonment, never.

QUESTIONS

7. God reminds David of everything He has done before He promises anything new: “I took you... | have
been with you...” If you traced your own story the same way, what would be on God’s list?

8. Babel tried to make a name; Abram and David were given one. Where are you working hard to make a
name for yourself, whether in your career, your family’s reputation or even your ministry? What would it
feel like to let God be the one who makes your name?

9. The promise rests entirely on God, and it still expects the son to fail and be disciplined. How do those
two things fit together for you? Why might it matter that God wrote human failure into the promise
instead of leaving it out?

MOVEMENT FOUR — THE PRAYER FROM THE FLOOR (2 SAMUEL 7:18-29)

8Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my
house, that you have brought me thus far?”
2 Samuel 7:18 (ESV)

The chapter opened with David sitting in his house (7:1). Now it opens again with David sitting before the
LORD. It’s the same Hebrew verb, and it’s set there on purpose to frame the chapter. The first time, he was
sitting in a palace somebody else built for him, planning what he’d do for God. Now he’s sitting before a God
who just promised him a house he could never build, and the only thing he can say is “Who am [?”
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He’s asked this before. When Saul offered him a royal marriage, David said, “Who am |, and who are my
relatives, my father’s clan in Israel...?” (1 Samuel 18:18). Back then he was looking backward: where | came
from isn’t good enough for this. Now he’s looking forward: “you have spoken also of your servant’s house for
a great while to come” (7:19). What God has promised my family is too good for this.

Then, if you count, you’ll notice David calls himself “your servant” ten times in this prayer. He almost stops
saying “l.” “What more can David say to you? For you know your servant” (7:20). His whole identity has been
reset by grace.

23 And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his
people... 2*And you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people forever. And you, O
Lord, became their God.

2 Samuel 7:23-24 (ESV)

There’s that word again: established (kdn). But this time it isn’t the dynasty. It’s the people. Before God
established David’s house, He established a people. David’s house sits inside God’s house, not the other way
around.

Here at EMC we call this Community, and it’s one of our core values for exactly this reason. We can’t be who
God made us to be, or do what God made us to do, in isolation. We’re not a collection of individual
households that happen to come together on a Sunday. We belong to something God established long before
any of us showed up, and it will go on long after us. Even the king had to learn that his own house was a
room in @ much bigger one.

25 And now, O Lord God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and
concerning his house, and do as you have spoken... 22 And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your
words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your servant.

2 Samuel 7:25-28 (ESV)

Look at how David prays once he’s seen all this. He doesn’t pitch God a new plan. He asks God to do what
God has already said: “do as you have spoken.” And “your words are true” comes from the same amen root
as verse 16. The house is sure because the word is sure.

QUESTIONS

10. “Who am I?” can be wonder, or it can turn into self-contempt (“I’'m worthless”). What’s the difference?
Which one is David’s, and how can you tell?

11. David’s “who am I” looked backward at 1 Samuel 18 and forward at 2 Samuel 7. When you think about
your own unworthiness, which way do you tend to look, and what would change if you looked forward
at what God has promised instead?

12. “Before God established David’s house, He established a people.” What would it look like for your
household to see itself as one room in God’s bigger house, in this church and beyond it?

13. David’s boldest prayer is “do as you have spoken.” What’s one promise of God you could pray back to
Him this week, not as a new plan, but as His own word?
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THE LANDING — IF THE LORD WILLS

Go back to the start of the chapter for a second. Two good men, a king and a prophet, assume they know
what God wants without asking Him. Now, | know you’ve never done that. You’ve probably just read about
somebody who has. But that’s how most of us operate most of the time.

James puts it bluntly:

13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a
year there and trade and make a profit”— '“yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. '*Instead you ought to
say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”

James 4:13-15 (ESV)

James isn’t telling you to stop planning. He’s also not telling you to tack “if the Lord wills” onto the end of
every sentence like a password. And he’s certainly not asking you to interrogate every plan you make for
hidden selfishness until you can’t make a decision at all. It’s a posture: remembering who’s God and who
isn’t, holding your plans with an open hand, and actually asking. David finally gets there in this chapter. It’s
freedom, not a formula.

Here’s the freedom in it. Your job isn’t to come up with great ideas for God and then make them happen.
There’s nothing wrong with ideas. God made a lot of us dreamers. I’'m an idea guy myself. | come up with a
hundred ideas a day. Ninety-seven of them are terrible, but three are really good, and that’s not bad. And |
can’t tell you how many times I've taken a good idea for God, jumped in and started driving, and then looked
around going, “God, where are You?” And the answer is, “That was your idea, not Mine.” But there’s a
difference between a good idea and a God idea. Building the temple was a good thing. It just wasn’t David’s
thing.

Paul puts the other half of this beautifully:

8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of

God, °not a result of works, so that no one may boast. '°For we are his workmanship, created in

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV)

Workmanship — moiyua — poiéma — that which is made, work, creation (BDAG). You're something God
made, with intention. And notice the order. Grace first, not works. Then the works, but works “God prepared
beforehand.” You don’t invent them. You don’t earn your way into them. You walk in them, the same way
David received a house instead of building one. Who's sovereign? God is sovereign. Who's good? God is good.

This is the heart of another of our EMC core values, Identity. Each of us is made in the image of God, and we
value people discovering their divine design and purpose as His image-bearers. So the question isn’t is there
anything left for me to do? If you’re still breathing, there is. The question is what has God prepared for me to
walk in, right now, in this season?

Let’s be careful with that question, because it can turn into pressure: Have | found my purpose yet? Am |
doing enough to prove | was made for something? That’s not Ephesians 2:10. The works are prepared, so
they’re gifts to be received, not a test you pass. And they fit the season you’re in. Scripture says David
“served the purpose of God in his own generation” and then “fell asleep” (Acts 13:36). He served in his own
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generation, and even the temple, the thing he most wanted to do, was never his to build. If you’re retired, or
limited by health, or in a season where you can do less than you used to, your purpose hasn’t expired. It’s
just a different room in the same house.

And it all points somewhere. David’s throne did pass from son to son for about four hundred years. Then, in
587 BC, it stopped, and for nearly six centuries there was no son of David on the throne. Then an angel said
this to a young woman:

32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.

Luke 1:32-33 (ESV)

Great. Son. Throne of David. Forever. It’s 2 Samuel 7 on Gabriel’s lips. And notice the verb: “the Lord God will
give to him the throne.” The throne comes to Jesus exactly the way the house came to David, as a gift God
chose to give. He’s the true and better Son of David, and His reign has no end.

QUESTIONS

14. Where are you currently running with a “good idea” you haven’t really asked God about? What would
asking look like this week, practically?

15. James’s “if the Lord wills” is a posture, not a password. What'’s the difference, and how do you keep it
from turning into anxious second-guessing of every decision?

16. Ephesians 2:10 says the works are “prepared beforehand.” How does that change the question “what’s
my purpose?” from something you have to figure out and prove into something you get to receive and
walk in?

17. David “served the purpose of God in his own generation.” What does faithfulness look like in the
particular season of life you’re in right now, not the one you used to be in or wish you were in?

18. The throne was given to Jesus, not seized. Where is God inviting you to stop grabbing for something,
and to receive it from Him instead?

CLOSING REFLECTION

A King sits in a house somebody else built for him and decides to build God one. God says no. He’s never
needed a house, and He’s never been anybody’s client. Then He promises the king a house no man can build
for himself: a family, a throne, a name, forever. And the King goes in, sits down before the LORD, and all he
can say is Who am I?

That’s where this chapter leaves you, too. God doesn’t need you. And He still chooses you, not because of
what you bring, but because He loves you. The promise to a man sitting on the floor of a tent is kept in a Son
who’s reigning even now, and whose kingdom has no end.

End in prayer. Sit before the Lord, literally if you can. Ask Him the question David asked: “Who am I?”
Then, instead of pitching Him a plan, pray His own promise back to Him: “Do as You have spoken.”
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NOTES

Scripture quotations are from the ESV. Hebrew definitions follow BDB (Brown, Driver and Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old
Testament) and HALOT (Koehler and Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament). The Greek definition follows
BDAG (Bauer, Danker, Arndt and Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed.).

1. Movement One, Rashi on 2 Sam 7:1, Metsudah English translation (Sefaria). Goldingay: John Goldingay, 1 and 2 Samuel for Everyone
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2011), on 2 Sam 7:1-3. The range of readings of Nathan’s reply is surveyed in Harry A. Hoffner Jr.,
1 ® 2 Samuel, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015), on 7:3.

2. Movement Two, the emphatic “you” of 7:5: Hoffner, EEC, and A. A. Anderson, 2 Samuel, Word Biblical Commentary 11 (Dallas: Word,
1989), on 7:5. “Not the victim of circumstances” paraphrases Hoffner on 7:6-7. The Nabonidus and Curse of Akkad parallels come from
John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament (Downers Grove:
IVP, 2000), on 2 Sam 7. The patronage reading comes from Gary M. Burge and Andrew E. Hill, eds., Baker lllustrated Bible Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2012), 296-97.

3. Movement Three, Bergen: Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, New American Commentary 7 (Nashville: B&H, 1996), on 7:9. On the Tel Dan
stele and the dynastic sense of “house,” see Hoffner, EEC, on 7:11b-13.

4. Movement Four, on the “Who am I?” formula and David’s third-person self-reference: Anderson, WBC 11, on 7:18-20, and Sara
Japhet, I ® Il Chronicles, Old Testament Library (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1993), on the parallel prayer in 1 Chr 17:16-27.
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